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A R.EGISTEP..EO LIMITED LIABILJTYPARTN~RSHIP 
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1050 ConnectiL'Ut A.venue, N.W. Wa~hington, D.C. 2!)036-5306 · 
(20.ZJ .955-8500 

www;gibm11dunn.com 

TQ!son@gibsondurm.com 

·· ... May 3; 20p6 

The Honorable Arlen,.Specter 
Chairman, Committee on the Judicit1ry 
United States Senc:1te 

· 224. Dirksen SE;)nate Office Building 
Wa$1:lington, DC 20510 

Dear Chaitrnan Specter: 
' ' ' ' . ·. 

Client N~. 

As former Solicitors Gf!neral of.the United States, we write to urg~'this 
Committee and the Senate to vote to .confirm Brett Kavanaugh to the United States 
Court ofAppeails forthe O.C. Circuit. Mr. Kava'naugh embodies a fl.of thecharacteristics 

· thatmake an outstanding federal court of appeals judge: exceptional appellate 
experience, St€~llar academic credentials, and unquestioned integrity. 

. . . 

. .. Each of us has practiced extensively in the federal courts of appeals andthe 
Supreme Court of the United States. Our experience has given us invaluagleJnsight 
into th,e essential qualities of a good federal appellate judge: A feder~I judge must be 
completely impartial and dedicated to the rule of law, intelligent, reflective, and 'even.. 
tempered. · 

Mr. Kavanaugh thoroughly embodies these qualities, and we woqld.welcome the .. 
opportunity to.practice before him. His· academic credentials are impeccable, and.his 
professional accomplishments great and varied. Mr. Kavanaugh .has extensive· 
appellate experienc~. including both civil and criminal matters, in the courts of appeals 
and the Supreme Courtof the United States. Perhaps mostimportantly of an, he is 
rightly knqwn forhis absolute integrity and sustained dedication to public seryice. ·· 

· .. LOS A~GHES NEW YORK WASHINGTON, D.C::. ,5;\N FRANCISCO !'ALO ALTO . 
. i:ONDON PARJS MlJNlCl-1 .. ~RUSSELS ORANGE CO\JNTV CENTURY cIT't' DALLAS DENVEg 



GIBSON, DUNN & CRUTCHEll llP 

The H.onorable Arlen Specter 
May3, 2006 . 

. Page 2 

. We have absolutely no hesitation endorsing Mr. Kavanaugh. He is exc~ptionally 
well qualified t,o serve on the Court of Appeals .fdr the District of Colurhbia and would be 
a great creditto the judiciary. We therefore urge this Committee, and the Senate as a 
whole, to act promptly to confirm him. · · · 

cc: T.he Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 

yery truly yours~ 
' .,· 

Xl~~··. 
~d~. Olson, Solicitor General, 2001.-2004 

On behalf of: 

Kenneth W. Starr; Solicitor General, 1989-:1993 
Charl~s Fried, Soliqitor General, 1985-1989 

Office of Legal Policy, (J..S. Department of Justice 

70348512_1.DOC 



.:. W~ite House Comrnunicatioris[WhiteHouseCommunications@whitehouse.go~] 
.:..: -· . ·. ' ·. " ,· , ... , .. 

VV~dri~sday,May 10, .20Q6 5:39PM 
'• 

. ! c·, ,• 

"It i? undoubtedly true that Mr.. Kavanaugh,hasbeerLin the center of many legaldisputesoverJhe. pastfifteen . 
. ye~rs. · That strikes me as an unqualified good .:... he has an enormous breadth of experience that wilJ.s~rve him 
·well. I 8avewatc[1ed hjs career for many years; and itstrike~me as one.of almost unmatchecjdistinction: ... I do-·· . 

·:not believe if appropriate to write to you unles.s !feel strongly abou.t a· particular nominee. !feel strongly now: 
.. · ,Bret~ K,9vanaugh should be confirmed to .the ~nited. States Courfof Appeals for the D;C. Circuit" . . . ·.... ··. . . . ... 
· · -Ne~I Katya I, Georgetown University Law Center Professor, FormerAttorney ToVic;e President Gore_, And . . · 
' · Former' Clinton Administration Official; Letter To Sen. Arlen Specter (R·PA), 5/9/06 ' ·· ., 

. Katyal: Kavanaugh "W9uld Be A W~lcome,Jerrific Addition To TheUnited States Court Of.Appeals.'~ 'T .· 
·.· .. have watched this nomination with strong interest for the pasUwo years,•but have stayed silentbecause I was not .. 
. $ure whether Mr .. Kavanaugh had any role in a pro bono case·· in which I am.lead counsel, Hamdan v, Rurnsfeld. 

· ·. (cwrentlypendingat the United States Supreme Court). Because ofmiuncertaintyas to his.involvement, I felt it 
improper to comment on. the nomination given my statusas counsel for a party. In the hearing _before your . . . . .· 
Committee· today, however, Mr. Kavanaugh stated that he had no role with respect to Guantana·mo,Baypolicy. J ,am · 

• . very gratef~I for the hearing today, for ith,asallowednie to write to you.·.Accordingly,_ I feel freetO say that Mr:.: .. 
• .. Kcivahaug h wou Id qe a welcpm_e, terrifi9 add itio.n to the. United St.ates· Court of Appeal~." '(Neal .Katy~I. Letter To· Sen. 

Ari.en Specfor(R-PA), 5/9/06) · · · · · ·· · · ·· · · · 

Katyal:.,,Thi~ Is An Entirely Unsolicited Letter." ''This is an entirelyunsblicited letter, I have ·n~t spoken ~ith 
Mr. Kavanaugh forapproximatelyfour ye~rs, nor have I spoken with anyone else atthe White House, U.S. . •.... 

, .·. Department of Justice, orU:.S. Senate, in conjunction with this nomination.", (Neal Katyal; LefierTo Sen. Arlen Speeter 
· .. ···. (R~PA), 5/9/06) .· · . · · · · · · 

,.,.,.. ',, . 

. • ..• cbnqre~s Daily: "Kav,~augh Bre~zes f~rough 2nd JudicialNJ>minatiOri Hearing," "/In Jnru{fled a;ett 
.· Kavanaugh weathered~a barrage of critical.Democratic'questions Tuesday and pledged.to be nonpartisanif 
·. confirmed as a.judg1:1 on U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the Distric_t ofColumbia." (Michael Ppsner,',"Kavanaugh Breezes 

Through.2nd Judii::ial Nomination Hearing,!'-Congress Daily, 5/10106) · · ·· · · 
,·:. • ,, .1 . ,·, . ' :c - ' ' 

The Washington Post: Kavanaugh "Do~s Not Appear To Be An Ideologue." "Yet Mr. Kavanaugh isatalented. 
attorney. .~eh'as been involved in controversies, put he does not appear to be an ideolOgue'. While Democrats · 

. compl~in that his experiehceis thin, it is no more so than others who.have won·confirmation and ser.tedo,n that 
• • :_•' ' •' • • <- • • ;, • ., I . .. ' ., ., 

'' 5112/2006 . 1, .,, 
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·. c~urt.'.SenateJudiciaryCO'mmittee Chairman Arleri Spect~r (R~Pti.}is holding a second hearing on Mr. .. '.,. 
· Kavan~ugh's nomination today. If it produces nothing new, he should be confirmed." (f:ditorial, "A Tale Of Two Judges, 
Th~ WashiQgton f!ost,. 5/9/06) · · 

National Review's· Edward Whel~n: Kavanaugh ''HasARema.rkable Breadth Of ExperienceThatFeW 
··Judicial Nominees Co.uldMatch.n (Edward Whelan, Op-Ed; "APut;>lic D,isser~fce,"NationaiRev:iev(513!06)·· 

' • ,, ' > • - _... • •• " , 

'The Wall Street Joumal: In A nRationa~ World,,; K'avahaugh "Wouldn't Be Considered Anything Close.To . ·. 
· Controversial Enoughn To Merit A Filibuster. "In a rational worlq, hewouldn'f be considered anything.close to 

ccihtroversi?I enough to trigger that accord's 'extraordinary circumstances' exception." (Editorial, "Tb~;NextFilibuster?" 
The Wall Street Journal,. 5/4/06)< · ·::, 

Senators Ori.Brett Kavanaugh's Nomination 

Sen. Majoril/Lea~~r Bill Frist {R· TN): J<~v~naugh:s ·" Foithcoinin~ And C8.ndid. ROs~on~#s B~lor~The . . 
. Senate Judiciafy C,0mmittee [OnTuesday] Further C,onfirmThatHe Will Be Th~ KindOfFair And 
··Independent ~udge America Expects In Its Courtrooms.n. (David G .. savage, "Bench Noniiriee De~jes Role In · 
Controver~ies," LosAngeles Times, 5/10/06) · · · · · · · · ' 

\ ·., ' 

)< ' 

·. Sen. Orrin Hatch (R·UT): Kavanaugh. ;,Merits Our Support And Wh,en Co~firmed wm ·se..Ve The Public Weil.·, ' 
· As A Fair And Impartial Jurist." '.'I have confidencethat Mr.· Kavanaugh will again' today aer:nohstrate his deep .. 

· und~rstanding and knowledge.of the law: J exped that he willonce again display his intellect, sound judgr:l]ent ~nd 
. judidal ter;nperarnent. I have no,qoubt that [he] fully appreciates the proper role and limitatiohs placedon'federaL ... · .. 
. ap'pellate judges in our ,cohsti.tutional syste.m .... 'J only hope. thahve focus Oh lh(; qualific:ations and char~cterofthe . . . 
norn)neewe haye be,fore us todaY: If we do that, I have no doubtthat Brett Kavanaugh merits o·ur support andwhen' . 
tonfirni'ed will serve.the public well as a fair and impartial jurist. II (Sen: Ofrin Hatch (R-UT), "Sem ,Ha~ch Comrnen.ts On .·· .· 
Kav(3riaugh'sNomination," Pr13ss Release, 5/9/06) · · · · · · 
'~ • ."~ ;.' • " • ·. ' ·, ·~; ; 7' , ' '> ' •I 

· Sen.:J6hn Cornyri {R-TX): Kavanaugh"ls An Outstanding Nominee And Someone Who IThin.k Should Be 
Confirmed To The. !District Of Columbia Circuit Court Of Appeals/' (Sen. 49hn Cornyn (R-TX),Media Availability, 5/9/06) 

- • . ' • • • • ' . \ •. ~ : - . , • ; 1 ., -~. ,, ,. ' 

You.are'currentlysubscribed to Communications Update -EOP as: 
· > neorriiJ~_rao@~ho.eop.gov. .. · · · ' . · . · · .· .. · • .· 

·. To unsubscdbe send a blank email to: 
Jeave:.whitehouse-comrirnnicatidns~ update-eop-13083 98r@list.whitehouse:gov · 
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Cqngress and the media. Now they apparently W[lnt to disqu[llify Mr. Kavanaugh for exec.uiirig an 
. ~.· assignment they demanded be done. . . . . . . , 

'',; 

Mt. Kavart'aughalso participated in the Florida .recountin2000 '.'-:.\vhich promi11ent (awyer didri't,o~ .. 
~ither side? ~- and he repres.ented· Elian Gonzalez pi;o .bono ( atthe behest .ofthe D.emocratic mayor of 
Miami}' in the Cuban boy's appeal to the. Supreme' Court after an appeals.court ~pheld his depqrtation 
order. · • · · · 

As for a filibuster~ it's possible Demo.crats will hold fire 011 Mr: .Kavanaughinfa\;br •. dffilibusteri~g · ·· ; 
· fo4rth Circuit nominee Terrence Boyle,. whom ,Senate Majority. Leader' BiUFri~t alSo .'Yan ts.to vote on 

... ·.by.Memorial Day. Mr. Boyle, a federal judge in N,'orth CaroHna,)ms.been waitingevenlongerthanMr.;; · 
··Kavanaugh'. He.\vas iriMr;Bush'sfirst.group ofrtomi11~es am1ouncedon May.9, 2001. · ·. ·· · 

In ~ither case, Re:publicans would thenha~ethe chance to reso.i:t to the '~nucle~r option'' ofcharig}ng' 
· Senate rules to do away with the filibuster against}udiciaf nominees. A majority of51 votes would be · 
·· enoughto confirm; which is. \Vhaphe Constitution's advice and, consent power anticipates; A,}ilibuster · · .. 
. fig;htwould. be. exactly tBe. sort of political. battle Republicans nee cl t~ ,en~.rgi:?:'e conservative yoters after. > .• 

their recent moiltlis of despond.· Senatpr Schumer, make Bill Frist'.s day; . . . . 
'·::'c 

Mo.re likelyis th~~ Sartmel Ali to scenario: Sertators JbluiKerry and Ted K.ennedytried to rally (or faked)· 
a Denio'cratic filibuster against Mr.Alito's ~liprerne Court nomination, but the. full Senete confinned 
him, ·lJY 58-42. Though the ultimate42 "no" votes \Voµld haye been enoughto .sustain a fiFbuster.(only 

, · 41.votes are needed to. prevent cloture), enough [)emocrats decided to "split" theirvotes·by.oppos'ing the. 
fi.libuster and then opposing the 6.ominee. As long as Republitans hold together, Mt. Kayanaugh spould .. 
be sworn in and sitting qn the bench .bY s~.1llri1~r. ·· ··· · · '.· ·· · · · · · ··· 

• Y.o~ a~e cu~rdntly subscribeqto N~ws Updat~ (wites)as: N~om~i_J._Rao@wh()'.eop:goy. . ··... ..·: 
" .. To unsubscribe ~end a blank email to lea.ve~whitehouse-news.;wires:.12984 31 D@llst.whitehouse.gov 
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The Fiohorable Arlen ·~·pecteri · · · 

~~'~2~~6 : . . 
.-· 

·•: . .. Mr; k~vanaugp ~6uld bea'fair··fil-id·impartial.jlidg~,·d~di~a(e~fao i~e1uib'~b~\y., ... 
< .·1i~ 'i;()~s~sses the high,e'st: personal int~grity,.:~~''is exactly ''the type: of Jndiyit{ual: this, ,•' 
" : . ._, ·.f:. ·: .• _.:·:;. . . ..... ' . . ;.. . '.- ,· .. ·, ; ; , . '• .', . .' . ... . ' . '~ \. •,· . . . ;' . '; ·' . :'. - :- . ' ·"." ·.'. ·. . ~ .ti ... 5 . '· ' ' .. 
• .. '.·COUQ;try. q.eeqs on the .federal· appellate bench. <We urg~ the:. Senate.to act promptly :to 
co~nrih him.fq:the U.S,. Courtof)\pp~als·forthe.D.C; Circuit.::· ," .: . . ' . · 
.. : ' ' : • • ' ·., ,! ~ ; I , ,', ,:· , . . ' ," > ,. 't.', : " • ~ , ' , .:. ,. , ' 
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Arthur B,.:Ct11vahbus~;Jr. 
_.~~forJ.W~lH.s?n ·· ..... ·. ·:: 
\PhHJip Q,.. · Bradf '° ·· 

· 'Rithatd A. Hauser 
. . :pmothy: E·; ,Fi~l'gaii:: ·.· 
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·. : ,y write in ~uppOrt of the norriination o(B,rett K~vanaughto the Unit~d State.s: 
· ··· :'Courtof Appeals{orthe Bistrict of,Columbia,C:~ircuit Jhis isan entiiely tirisolicited 

. ;Jetter~ f have riot spoken with Mr. Ka-Van.<ivgh for approxirriately fem~: years, n.i)r'·have l 
spokenwithanyohedseat the White House,U~s. Departm~ntof Justice, ot l)'.S. Senate, 
in ~opjurictionwith this nomination. ·. · · · ·. · · · . .: ·· · . ·,· · · · · . ·. . · · 

''I. . .:,. , : ,· ' " .,:• .' • 

·. ·.·· , · .· , I have watched this nomination with sttoriginterest for the past two yeais, but.·· ... 
have>stayed. silent because I w~s n~t ·su~e whether Mr. kav'anaugh had any roleirt a pro 
bqnocase, iri which} am lead counsel, Hamdan v:: Rumsfeld(currently pehdillg:.atJhe ·. .. · 

· ... Uniteq States Supreme Court). ·Because ofmyunceitaintya$ to hkinvolvemenf;I{elt)t 
•; irilprnper to coinment on t}1e nomihatio# give'n' my status as' counsel,for a''parly< In ·the ; . 
. hearing before your committee today, h,0~ever, Mr. Kavanaugh st<;ited th£J..the }iad'no fole · 

·. • .. ,~ith,respect to Guantan~i:no Bay policy'. Tam very grateful for the hearing today, f~H i( 
has.allcnyed me tq write to ypu: .·. . .. · 



· ,, · expect: 1Asyou reminded people in: fo.clay' s he~ri~g; Justic~ Jac~sori hand~ly sl1owed,his : 
.. ·independence from the President despite ,his•seryiceas'J\ttorheyGeneraL ·· · 

.I ,, ) 

· I have. onlywritteff one letter in supportof.ajudicialconfrrmationbefdre; for a' .·· 
·• · nominee ofeither politicalparty, and that was for then-John Roberts td serve ort the D:C .. 

Circuit.' (As Hamdan was pending at the 'Sµpreme, Court,' I stayedsilentwith respect'to· 
the high:,courtnominations;) J cfo not ,believe. it appropriate to ~ite to you u11lessI Jeel ·. 

.. . sttqngly abo,uta particular nominee. I feel strongly now:,Brett Kavanaugh should};)~ " . 
•·. ··•· ~cfllfrrmed to the Uni,ted S,fates Court.of Appeals forthe D.C. C::ircuit. · 

, ~.AJthe same time, Falso .. hayy· strong con~erhs:about the' heed fof balance ontl'HK .···· 
Court. At present, six of the nine sitting Judges on the D.C. Circuit were nominated by 

· Rl;lpublican Presidents, and only three by Democrats. Some of that imbafaqce is the, ...•.•. , .. ·. 
llnfortunate·resuli ()f not.providing'up-or-down confrrrpati611 votes.Ori President Cliritoh'. s 

'·nominees in the 1990s. I ~ptethatthe Senate l)asdoneam~cii betterjob ofconfirniing ... · 
judges inrecent years (including t~o·J~dgesrecen{ly to'the D.C Circuit). ~ern1.tors. from ·· 
. both parties, and your stewardship of the Committe.e in <xmjunctiori with .~~nator Leahy, 
. ·have done so mµch fo move past the acrim0niousJ 99.0s: Intheiutwe,;itis my feryertt > •• 

·.· hope that the Adriiinistratiori, ·and the. Seqafo, sfrive toward a bench in.D;c.; that.m~rrdrs. .· 
, the heartlang ofthe Ame~ican people. · · · : · · .. · · · . · .·. ·. · ..... ·. . , . ·:;!'. ' . · .. ·. 
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fh~ Honorable Arlen Spect~r ·. . . .. · .. 
,· Ctiairoian, Co~ttee on the Judiciary 

· .. ,. .·. ;._. ,· 

. United States Sena.te · · · . : ..... :,..'; 
2~4 Dirksen Senate Office Bµillling 

_.Wi;lShingtori, D,C. 20510. . 
. -~.-

D.ear Chamn~ Specier:;: .. . '! ... · 

·. ··. ·. '.' . As fo,'rnier Attorneys G~n.eral o~tbetlwted Stat;s, we wr:i,te in strong sup}:!prt•of "'. 
. . Brett Kavanau~h Is nominaµon ,to the Um~ed ~ta~s. Court Of ~ppeafa for tbe :o.c. C~rctlit: 

Ou:i:-pastexpetiences as Attorneys General include extensive:involvenieb.On the sele.ction· 
. of judges combined with a compreh~nsive> kno~ledge 6f a:nd fainiliarity with our f~eral . " 
···court system. ·:F~om that· vantage point: we can,, each·siate witfi ceifa.j,nt.Y. that Mi'. ·. · · · · 
· :{<:avao,a.ugh is an otitstaP:ding norrrlnee to the federal bench; ...... ,''.' ·. . ': .. . : (· .. .. ·, 

. . . . Mr. l(avanaugh is particularly kll.~Wri for his intelligenc~, comnlitrne~t t~ public, 
service, and integrity,. Throughouthis-career1.Mr;K;avahaugh~a8 showna dedfoati.ori; t0 

-, . the legat profession andJhe ro,ile of law;,and his·professk1llal accomplishl:nents speak· · 
volume~ to bis ability to serve: as a federal judge. ·His acaqemiC ~reden~hils are · .. 
sup~rlative, having graduated .frc:>m Yale Universjty and from Yale Law Schqot ·.He 'i .· 

folfow.~d these achievements by .cletking for Supreme Co1trt Justice.Anthony Kem1edy. 
Mr . .¥..avanal.lgh br,ings a wealth of broad expenences to .this nom.inati'on,·ranging ·front , .. · 

· .p,rlvate pl'.actice a.s an associa~e andpartnerat aprestigiouSlaW fll'IXl to'ye~s as aolose .. 
. advisor to the President of iheUn.ited .States~ During-th~Him~:. he has practiced in,each . 
. · Jev~lof oµl'juclicial system, from trial, to. ~ppe,llate, tc:> the Supreme Courtr \\(orking ·on> " . 

t>otn criminal and civff mattets. Mr~-Ka.vanaugh alsb brings other qualities to the tabl~. 
namely a warm personality, a strong work e$i~. Eµld .. a. gpod character.· ,, . . 

·:··;_~··:'· ' : . : ··' . ' .. . •' . . 

. " We believe that M~- Ka;v_anaugh_.posses~es each characteristic of av otit.~fonding : 
nomitiee to the U.S. Court of Appeals ror· tbep.e; Circujt; ip¢luding aca(.iemjc and . . • 
. P~(lfessional eredentiaJs and ii;itegrify. , We therefqre ur~· tlrls'.Coromitt.~. @Cl th.b ~el)~te 
. fo rµove ql,lickly to confirm Mr. ~avap.augh to the federal bench. 0 · America woUlci be,Well ·· ·· 
sel)'.ed.by Mr. Kavana~gh's prompi,.C~rifiririatlon. · ,_, '· · 

.-_.'.•· 

.··.;,· 

' ~ . . ~. . 

. Sill~erely, ·. . 
·:-.. ~·-.~·.;,·' __ · ... 

.. , .. ·, . ..... .. . . . : .. • . 

. ; . ·" : . . .. ~ . . . .. . - ,. . . .· 
. . . . . ·, . '. . . . 

· \Villiani Ji~ B~, Attorney denerhl qn(!.er( · ·, · 
President George R.W, B\lsh, 199t .. i9,93 
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cc: The Honorable Patrick 1. I;.eah.y 
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On behalf bf: 

Griffin B. Bell, Attorney General under 
President t:'arter, 1977~ 1979 

Edwin Meese, Ill, Attorney General under 
President Reagan, 1985-1988 

Dick Thomburgb, Attorney General under 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush, 
1988:-1991 

· John Asl).croft, Attorney General under 
· Presidenf~eorge W. Bush, 2001-2005 · 
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· By Fassimile 2md U.S. Mau 

The Honorable .Arlen SJ)ccter 
Chairman. Conunittce on the Judiciary. 
United St~es ~en ate . . · · · · 

. 224 Dirkseri S.enatc Office BuUdiD.g 
~ashingto~ O.C .. 20510 

the H.onol'able "Patrick ) . Leahy .. 
Ranking Mcmb~ •. Committce onth~Judiciary, 
lhtlted Stales Senate . . . 
152 Dil'ksen Senate Office Bui l<:li~g . 
Washington, ,D .. C. 20~ 10 

Re 

Dear Chainmm Specter imdSenator Leahy:; .. 

'.:"' I wfTYV\ (J:;;{/i 

~ e~ .~~' ~f /e.ij 

·rvi·~··· 'y,~~~~ .· 
<. Uf!:Cf/J '·,. . . ' , r.;·':,: ... ,) __ ,_., ·: 

. : We al'c a bipartisan1grouµ who were classmates with Brett Kavanaugh ~tYalef.aw 
School ui the Class of 1990. Many of us have keplin touch with him ever since andv,alue his •.. 
fricn~hip gr:c:atly, . W c write in support of his confir1J1atio11 to. the: United SU.tcs Co...rt of t4:>peals 

· for the ~slrid. ofCoJµml>ia Circuit. · · · · 

· .. ··we'urid,ersta,Ild~hat·somehave queslionedwhcthcr,Mr.l<Jlv!lMugbwotlld#c··~fa.irand 
· impartihlJu<:lge·. given his polilieal. ~xpcriencein the e~ccutive branch .. We haveknown 'Brett'' 
·, J{aV!:IJlaL1gh fol'. aJmc:>St two decades and we arc convinced that he would be fair and impartial OD 

the.bench .•. j:{ehas.the integrity, intelligence, honesty,.good.sense and.t91nperamcnt to.apply the 
law Ja,irly ~d wilh intdlectu.al honesty as a judge on tile United States Coui:t of Appeat~. · 

From the time we firSt met him aS a clas$\'Tlale, Mr. Kavanaughhas impressCl(i us with his 
considcr.Wle intellect, frien<lly manner, good s,cnse of humor and humility. His contributio~ tO. 
cl~, discussions. as a law student were perceptive, fair-minded, ration~l.and c.atm:: Hi~ service.as · 

.. a Notes EditQr ofthe. Yale Law Journa/demotistral~ his 9apacity for hard work; thoroushncss~; 
. thoughtfulness and·collcgiality. Mr. Kavariaugti was; lll}.d remitins,,wcll-liked, ~d J"Cspcetcd by • 
·,thos~ who kll<>."" hinl. reganj.lcs!; of their political party affiliations or stands on poUtj~ issu~s .. 
··ID the passionate intellcetual .atmosphere of Yale Law. School, non.e of us ~an .. say t~a~ Mr.•·.·.· 
. J<avanaugh stood out as ideological at alt He was '"<>l. a young martwith art agen~· Rather, he 
was a th0\1ghtfuil c,lass1Ilatc and.loyal fticnd·w,ho obvif.)uslylove<J.the.irnt~li~t\iC:tlc~.C:lllengeso(. 
t~e I.aw. and the Kood company of his pecra. · · ' · · · · · 

We~,emhcrMr.·Icitvana'1gh fronlow:.la~school·days.notjµst foJ" his hart(wofiCC>n.thc .· 
Journal or his wisd.om. in the classroom, but alsofc:>r his competitiveness 1n intnu:nurc&lbaskctball 
and his. enthusiasm. in orglµlii:ing pre-graduation actiyiti~, such as a bus trip to .Fcnway fark;···• · · 
Brett Kavanaugh. is a man aI1yone would be proud tc> have. as a friend. Me is· extraordinarily: 

( .'> ' .-' ,< • '_. • • ! ' ,; '', , ' . _.- . ··-. ,: , . '' ... ~-- .. - ' ' '•' -' -.·:.r;·; -· 
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,_ .•. Sena.to~ S~.tcr and Lel\hy 
.. May 37 .• 2006· . ' 
Plli;c 2 . 

--;o--;-----

.. ,'_ 

. · · .. brf~1t. y~tmbd~t and humble about. ~is i~tcll~t'. His: temperament i$ extremely well~suit~ to 
the federal bench;. · ·· · · · · · · · · ·, · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · 

>" ," 

.. ' ." Many of us :~isagr~asionally stron~y-~~lh policyviews :Mr; Kiavanaugh holqs. ·· 
~ut those disagr~mentsdo notdinJinish our conviction that Mr: Kavanaugh is ;i.fair-milldcd and 
reasonable man whC) would, as a judge, IDl\':fPr~t and ~p~y t1'e law fairly. Based C>n 'oui'yean or . 
~OW~[ll Mr .. K.a.vfuaugh, WC are firmly convincOO that his' allegiance as .a;fcdcralj udge woul~ be 
~nly io the Constitution and laws of ·the lJnitcd.cStates 1md not to any partisan interests. Ma#y of, 
. us served as law clerks to federal jUdg~ across America', in chambers for United States D.iStriet . · 
co1111 and Court of AppcalSjudges and United StM,cs.Suprc;me CQUrtjusticcs'. In that :~periencc ! 
and in .ollr subsequent· legal. career~. we have sce11 many ~odclS 1 of ou~tandingjudges, who treat 
everylitig;in.tbcfor~ them with.i:esPect and who work luu;dto ap~lythc la,w·to reach the ~rrect · 
and j Ust result in every case befo~ them: · We believe Mr .. Kavanaugh woµld beicome such a. 
judge. 'We.doulbt \,hat we. ~ill agree with every d,~i~iOJi Mr; Kavanaugh rnay make as a' judge 
(and·wed()tibtthat tlie JOO Scilatpn of the UnitedStates will~ eitlier), butwe.~nnly,bcticvc that · 
Mr. Kavanaugh would, thrOU$fi hard, work,. diligenc.e and th()Ughtfulness, rc~h tho$e deeisions in . 
a well~reasoned, .hone~ and hnpartiat maJrU1"1" that wou}d bring qredirto the diStinguishcd c:9un to ' .. 
which he. has been' noniinatcd. · · . ... ··. . . • , . · · ' · ·.· .•·. •·. · · · ... · ·. 

. · . . . Wfappreciatc the opport1Jnityto submit this letter in silpport'ofB~tfKav~augh~~ ....• < 
nomin!Jlionand we urge the Senate to'ooilLfirmhim to scrveas. ajl.!-(ige.on the United States.Court···. 

· ';ofA,.pl>eflls for.~e Distric;t of Coltimbia Circuit.: ·· ·· ·· · · · ·· · '·· 

· · R~cCtfully,~ .. 
',, ' 

· Jai-nclS L. :Brochin 
1rev6r A ~iown. 
'.&fih~d c~· :Bunts· 
WhifCobb. ·. 
Robert IkEaston. 

'' Jollathan S. Frahklin 
Robeit.H. Griffen . 

. v ernoo c. GriSs m 
.Steven H; .Hartmann 

•. c. Cor.l~y :Holt 
··John t. tl:win · · 

Paul E. Kalb, 
Zebµndsrnan 

. ,, ' 

·' . 

·_·· Barr 'Linton 
Kyle D .. Logue· 

,MarlcW. Qsler ... · 
Michael J. Proctor 

· Robdrt Rivera, Jr. 
· Douglas Rutzen 
Austin C: Schlick 

· Michael A. Schwartz 
Floyd 9. Sh0:rt 
Jeff Shumway.· · 
Kent .Sinclair . 
Richard I/Sullivan 

:1, . 

·.:.,. 

··,;· 



.· Brian A'-.Benczkowski t (b)(6) I 

the Honorable Arlen Specter" 
Chairman ' ' ' 

. committee on the J Utii~iaty 
. Onifed States_Senat.e . . . . . . 
·224 Didcsen S~e Office BUilding 
Washington, DC 205 JO .. · . 

· Deaf Chainnan Specter: . 

. ·. . I mn an .attorney in private ~tice, md a fonncr staffer itt ~e United States Senate and at the 
United States Department of.Justice. 1 writie fa sUppt>rt of ~i= nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to 

•· sei'Ve as a judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Disttict of Colwnbia Cir¢uit. ' 
. . ~ . 

' ' ' 

I lutve known Mr. Kavanaugh for severill years, and believe he possesses the appropriat.e 
. qualifications and t.empem.nent tQ serve in this important pasition. lain certain that the Committee is . 
wen ~ware of Mr. Kavanaugh's impressive career in public smice, and the fact that the American · 

· · . · .-~., :Sar ASSOQiatiori has given hitn thefr wghe..qt "Well Qualified" ratins. Those of us who have, worked 
· . ti~+\:~ 'With binl aJid ha:ve been impres~ by his legal skills under8tand that this rati113 is entirely well 

··t<:{::."' d.eserved. · ·· . · ·· · ·. · ·. .· · · · . ·· · · 

What ~any may not aPJ>reciate is that ht his personal alld professional life, Mr. K~Y;anugb. 
·also consistently displays the tempe~entappl'Qpriate fpt a member oftbe federal benclt While·· 
serving at the Department 9f Justioe, I had occasfon to work with. him Qn a variety ~f projects. 
Although we may not always have agreed on.howtO resolve a particular issue. Brett was never 
atgUnientative, never arrogant,. and alW'ayshurnbl~ven when, as.often was the case, he was right' 
I .have nc:Ver seen him deviate from this approach~ solving problems, which will serve bun and the. 
court weJJ if he is confinned tO the D.C. Circuit. · · · "' 

· . lhope the Conllnittecnmd the Senate wiUgive Mt;;KavanaU,ghts nomiri"tion full and fair' 
consideration in the coming months.' Any objectiv~ revieW of his qualitieatjons should lead to the 
conclusi1:m ~the dcseTV"es confirmation to the D.C. Circuit.~ · · 

'.· 

·····--·····-···-----·--·--·-. -. 
\, 
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, ·· Th~ HqnorableArien Specter . ~· .. 
Chairman, Committee.on the Judiciary 

. ·United States Senate . 
·.·. · 224 Dirkserr Senate Office Building · · 

Washington, o.c. 2051 o 

W\flia'~ ¢, Hvl1111J, Ill 
Mi •O.aweil Oookil, Jr; ·· 

Iii. c .. l<lllough t. 
.. n·am~a e.·"Prmihard 
Jamn: M, Elllatt, J.r. 

·-Lucinda Gardner. Wlchma~n · ' 
. . .. Phillip S. F9rdOtlQoa . 

·· Andraa ft. Brisbin 
K. 'Michael Eiarfl&ld. ·.· 
. · 11i1.h .. r,o. Pelz:l!r 
· Jaltn.w; Flelcher .. 

. ' j;''~ail Rahn ·. 
... Mark o. sralid.e1111·1.1~g .· · 
·· ·.. .. : .: Wendy J. Ke•C•r ' 

Todd. M •. ·~"aheff. 

· J,oh.n'··A. ion••<· 

fRagial~rad Pa18nl AllomO'/ 

·:,. '· p, Gunnar Ni~~!!d . ~· .. Nol~~~!==!~:-#:! : ' .. 
· BonS..l~~~ll'1511l7) 

I lli11111111J,!k!lfllpltl0T·1~1, 
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: ... , 
··: ... -· .... ' ; " ., ' . /... ·' . .... .. ·... " '·. . " 

. Re:· . Support of Nom,inptlon of Brett M .. ·KavanaUgh to tti~ u;~;:·court df 
Appeals for the D.C; Circuit · · · i · · 

. ... • . . l . ;, "·· {·l: . . 

DearM'r. _Qhairman: · · 

. I am writing ttiisletter .tqexpr~sso:rny strong S~P,portfor th.e ~omin~tign:af Brett· .. 
Kavana.ugh tq be a judge on th~ D;C.:Cir~uit Court of Appeals •. 1 have.J1ad t~e pleasure· 

. :of getting to kriow arett over the -p~:st several. years and could notthin~ Of ~ flriet ~holce 
to sitori our appellate courts. · "· · · · 

' :c • ~ ••. -

. . .. _ . Brett's legal career, ·arid· the· positive rept.itatioh if has e~rned himi speaks".for · · 
itself;' He nas been and rema.lns a $hHiing. $tar in terms-of intelligence, temperament, . -· ·~· ... '" . 

·. wor,k ethic, honesty .. arid ipteQrity ... As 1 ·am sure you will agree . upon reviewing ·his ···. 
,~~sume •. his experie .. nce makes -him well syited to the appellate bench. It is no surprise · 
· the ABA gave; .Brett a well qualified rating for this position. He would b~ a positive 
.aciditlon tothe D.C. Circuit and would ,uridi:>Ut;>.te,dly apply th~law tairly and con$istently._ . 
: .. . " ' . ' .. - . ,• . . •, . ' . 

: I· u~ge the Judiciary Committ~~ to send this nomination to the floor of the .senate . ·_ 
·_with apositive recoi'nmendation:so thatthe fulLSenate may vote PT1 the momination of. 
·.·Brett Kavanaugh. Not'only does· Brett ·deserve the opportunity to: have ~~s nomination 
considered by the full .Sertate, he is most deserving of confirmation to the position ·to 
Which he has been· nominated. , - · · " · · ' 

·· ... · ... 

..-: .. ·-

·., . . . ' . . 
•.'.· 

'· 

cc;/ The Honorable PabickJ. Leafly ·:·· . 
•.: .. 
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