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JUDGE WILbIAMH.PRYORJR. 
NOMINEE To u.s.CoURT OF APPEALS F.oR. THE ELEVENTH C!Rcurr 

Bfograplikal Information · 
. • .Served as AttorneyGeneral of Alabama froml997-ZQ02. 

• .. Clerked forJuoge John Minor Wisdom of the JJ.S. Court ofAppeals fqr the Fifth Cir9uit 
•. i-Ias served with distinction for over a year o~'th~ U.S. Court of Appeal{ for, the Eleventh 

·Circuit · · · · · · 

• . Strongly supported by Democrats;.induding Joe Reed (Chairman, Alabama Democratic 
. Conference), Chris McNair (former AJabama State Representative), Wiiliam Baxley .· · 

•·(former Attorney General of Alabama), The Honorable Sue Bell Cobb'(Judgct, AJ~bam.a • 
· · · Court of Criminal Appeals). · ·· · · 0· · ' · · · · · 

Contt~versiallssues . . · . . 
. . . . . . • . ·.· • . . . . . J . . • . . . . ; . 

• Interest groups have claimed that Judge Pryor's perso11,alpr64ife views,.~mpa9t his ability. 
to follow precedent as a judge. · ·. . . · .. . . . · · .· •.. . . · 

• · Interest groups have criticized Judge Pryor for ~elying dnthe Ele~enth Amendment bf the 
•U.S. Constitution, under the doctrinegf sovereign immunity to protyct taxpf:iyersin 
. Ah1barn,a from huge money judgments. .. ·. ... . ... · . • · · .·· .;. 

• · Some. have charged that Judge Pryor called for moqification of Section S ofth6.Voting . · · 
Rights Act and is therefore against civil rights. . · t 

· • ·Some groups have criticized Judge Pryor foi dt:Jending Alabama's law against sodomy itl 
Lawrencev. Texas. · · · · · 

Responses 

· • After the Supreme Court'~. decision in Stenbefg v. Carhart, Judge P,ryo~ issued;al) .. · . 
Attorney· General opinion to state prosecutors stati,ng that Alabama ''s. partial bitth .. · · 

· .. aborfionlaw was unccmstitutionaland could nofbe enforc~d. .·· .... ·,. · ' ".· .. ·· 
.• . fodge Pryor's Eleventh Amendment arguments were well withinthemainstn~am of, 

American law. As notedthroughout his nomination hearing; his arguments'.hav~.. . .· 
frequently been accepte&by the U.S. Supreme Court andpeld to represctnt the cqrrect . 

. . interpretation oftheU.S., Constitution. ·As well, numerous democratic AttorpeysGeneral .. · 
have asserted the same position as Judge Pryor; including William Sorrell (Vf)and Jim' 
Doyle (WI). . . . 

. • : The modifications of Section 5 of the Voting Rights Acts were procedural in l)ature. . 
·Judge Pryor's record demonstrates his commitment to full and.equal ·rights for all. He··· 
successfully defended several redistricting plans adopted by the Alabanfa ;Legislature that 
we,re challenged by white voters and members ofhis own political party. In 20QO, he 

··won a unanimous ruling from the Supreme Court of the United States th:;tt prevented 
white voters from challenging majority blacklegislative districts in whiCh th'e white ' ' •. 

· voters dio not reside. ·. . ·· ... .. · . . · •. · . · . .. . · · 
• As Attorney General,· he had a duty to defend thf'. ia~s ·Of Alabama against consflt~tion~l . 

attack. Judge Pryor filed a brief in the case bec;ause-ifthe Supreme Court ~tmcl<. down 
theTexas law in a broad manner, Alabama's law 1-Vduld also beinyalid. As Attornyy , 

. General, he immedfately acted to comply with the Court's decision in Lawr~ncev. Texas. 

.•\ 

'• ';:, .. 



. . . ' . . 

He i'ssued a release stating that, "The Court today expressly overruled its 1986decisiohin 
Bowersv. Hardwick. This new interpretation of the Constitution means that the law 61 

.. Alabama ... which prohibits consensu~l sodomy b~tweenunmarried persons, i~ no.\V 
... ·unenforceable." , . . . 

·, 
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· JUDGEWILLIAMH.PRYOR·JR. .... 
. _: ,• 

· Nominee to U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Cir~uit (Alabama) 
,· •,, I'• 

~·· · · ... ··JtidgeBill Pryor h~s earned areputationas one otAmetic~'s ~ost,,~pe~ien~ecf an(f .. ··•·.·. •·.· · 
' distiriguished public sentarits. His nomiriatiori ha$ received'oVerwhelming support .frOUi' ., .. , 
· ..• across the ideological and political spectn:ihl,, ?JIJQ.ge Pryor has been:noniinattdto the;: · · · •-- ·. -···. 

, ... EleventhCircwt,.whichcoversthestates··ofAiabama,F~orida,andGeorgia .. ···. _··.······ .. 

. • - .· ;Jdge Pryor has had a distin~shed career~ ;a public s~~t~I>~ctj¢uig ~U~nteY,·3ll~( · 
···.Jawprofessor. . .. · '· .. ··· ·<;-. _> : • ;·;···>, >•" _,. '>: •. 

·.··,: 
. ' -. 

:·;; 

•.. Jiidge Pryor was recess appointed by tPe President-on F~bruaty 2(l, 2004 tC> thJ° · . 
. . .' ·; · '·.··.···Eleventh Circu!t to fill 'avac3ircy that is design~ed .a ''.iudici~l~6rgeiic'.Y'',,by.the 

· .. ·~~- .'. .. ·.JudicialConfei-ence·oftPelJnited:~states~ ··HC ~·serVed:··Wi~ dlstinctiOn--fOt .. Oiv~. 
.,.a yeai~ · · . · · . ·. . . . . · ·.·· . •. ·. . · · .. ·. · ..... , . 

. ' ':·: '.· ........ ·) .· 

·.; .. 

..... · 

. ; • Judge Pryor ~as appointed a$Attomey Genernl ofAlab~~ ~~ Jap.uar)r 2{,~1997 •.... ·• '- · ·• 
. . After'being elected tc> a full four-year term ,in 1998, Alabami_aiis C>yerWheliningly .. 

reelected Judge Pryor as ·1\tfoniey:General in·.2002.· ··He h_ad previously -served as 
...... ..· .. ·. ·:,· :OeputY:A~omey Generaj·in ~harg~ of~pecial .. civil ~d c~nstit;itlqnallitigation;'..· 

, ••• · . • . :· . ,. • .. : • . l -~.: •.' . ·: ~ ·:. '· .. , '.- ·." •. . • •• 

·. . . 
. · .. ,·, 

'". ;•;_·: • t aefore joining the Attorney Gen~~ '&''Office, Jµdge Pr}'or ~raeticed law 'in' 

•.'-' 

· Birminghani,, Afabama at twQ of the :sta,te.' s· fih,~st law fin;ns,, speciajiz~g ill. . · .. ·. 
commercial and complex federal~Utigation. :He wso.taU.ghtseveralyears as an,. 

······ · · ·· . ·· adjunctprofessotatthe Cumb~rland Schooloftaw ofSSinr~rd University;-' ·:;; .. ~? 
. •. . .· . ' ., '• .' ·. . . ' ·' ·· .. : .. : 

• . ... · · rµdge Pryor is· ill1 outstanding and rughl:Y qliaUfied canQiCiate.ai~vid~ri~d bYhif ,: 
··,_ .• :pl'Ofessional and acadeJ:niecrederitials and"traifiing .. · ''· ·· · 

\.··: 

.· '•. '"'·; 

:· '·. 
,:· :·, ' ... ,;...· 

.. ·.·' ~· ' Judge .Pryor began fus tegal: career as alawclerk for a ~ivil 'rl~tsjegend~ thelate ' 
·Judge folm Miiior Wisdom of the l.J.S. Co.urt ofAppeals· for the fifth Circuit .... •., . · · ·.~ ·.· · ··· 
. Judge Wi~dom achjeved renown ,fe>r bis. l~driJ.ark decisl()"~ orderffi$· am!.. • .•... ···. · .. ·· ·· · .. , .. ·:••,' 

· ... :, 

...... , 

. ·-·.; . 

.. .,. ·.·•,' '1:·: 

· implementing desegregation in the wake ofthe Supreme•·colll"t's.·historic•ruling fu· '. 
· · !Jrown·.v. Q(Jard o/Educatioit and rece~ved. the J\lD.erican .Ba, Assocfation Medal; \f .• 

the ABA's highest honor, in)996., · ·. · · · ., · · · 
. :.•, ... 

• · ·. Judge Pryor attendedTulan~·Urtiversity School _of Law, where he; grad~tei;l .· 
. · magna cum laude .in1987 and wa8. e(iitor:.in-c~ef of:the Tulane .Law Rm~. ·.·.• 0, , 

,·'' ' . ; ' ·,. ' ' ' '•:;.;; ,:x .:, ' .· .· ',,, ' .• :· ' :. ·.' . . : -~·--:·:' : : ' i'' 
.. · .. . ·: 

.. '· ): .~ . _;' .'" 

.,· ... 
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•• • Judge Pryor's impressive reco~d demonstrates his belief in the riJ,le of law and treating. alf 
p€~ople equally under the law. As iudge Pryor stated at his hearing, "l understand my· 
obligatfonto follow the law, andlhave a record.of doing it. You don't just have to take· 
my word that I will foJ}ow the law. You can loo~ at my record as Attomey Gener?l and 
see where lhave done it." .( 

• Judge Pryor ordered.state pr~secutors to Interpret the Alabama'Partial-Birth:'·· 
Abortion Ban A.ct narrowly and c°'nsistent with Supreme Court precedent even 

· though the plain language of tlie statute p~rmitted broader application. ·· 

• Judge Pryor has done his.duty as Attorney General to defend Alabmna statutes. 
from attack and defend Alabama taxpayers from huge money judgments; . 

• Judge Pryor ha5 be.en praised by a broad rang~ of Alabama African-American·. . 
leaders for hi!) record of fighting for civi.l rights ~d equal treatinent under law for . ill . .. 

r . . . . • 
• Judge Pryor has advocated for a var;iety of new laws to prot~ct women from 

dome.stic violence and helped create innoyative new programs tol1elp women. 

• ·.•· fodge Pryor helped· start Mentor Alabama, a pro warn helpiilg at~risk chikfren. 

• J u,dge Pryor, while Attorney G,~neral, represented the State and persona.Ily· 
prosecuted charges againstthen'"9hiefJustice Roy M,oore that ultimately led to 
Justice Moote' s reil1oval from office for defiance of federa.I corirt orde:rs: 

. . . .. 
• Judge Pryor has served with distinction for over a year on the United States Coµrt.f?f 

Appea.Is for the Eleventh Circuit. He has autbored numerou~ three,-judge panel decisions 
joined byjudges appointed byboth Democratic and Republican Presidents. Senator 
Specter has noted that "several opinions . · .. demonstrate Judge Pryor' s willingness td · 
protect the rights of individuals often overlooked· in the legal sys;tem/' 

• Judge Pryor reversed a district court d~cisioriand ruled tha.ta prisoner suffering 
from HIV and hepatitis. could pursue a constitutiona.I claim alleging inappropriate 
medical treatment by prison officials. Judge Pryor a.Iso held thatthe Prison . ··. , ·· · 
Litigation Reform Actdid npt preclude the prisoner from amending his complaint·· .. 
and proceeding in forma pauperis. Brown v. Johnson, 387F3d 1344 (11th Cir. . 
2004)'. 

' ' . . 

• Judge Pryor reinstated a civil rights claim dismissed by a distrfot court where 1the 
district court did not place appropriate weight on the discriminatofy conduct 
a.Ile§ed by a female employee. Wilson v. BIEAerospace,1nq.,.37§ F.3d 1079. 
(11 .. ·Cir. 2004). . 

. ' 
2 
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• Judge Pryor ruled that Congress did not exceed its power under the Spending 

Clause in enacting the ReligiousLandUse and Institutiomtlized Persons Act 
(RLUIPA). This ruling permitte<f a prisoner to pursue a claim that prison officiaJs. 
did not permit him to practice his Jewish faith.· Benning v. 'Georgia, 391 F.3d 
1299 {11th Cir. 2004). . .· . . - -.... ···· _.· . .. . . · · .· . 

Judge Pryor has widespread support from across the ideological and political spectrum . 
. . 

: • '··) •• ' • I 

• · Dr. Joe Reed, Chairman of the Alabama Democratic Conference and a member of 
the Democratic National Committee, calls Judge Pryor a "first-:class public 

. official" who ''will be a credit to the fj]udiciaiy and will be a guardian for 
justice." 

• Thurbert Baker, the DemocraticAttomey General ofGeorgia, says.that Judge ..... 
Pryor "has always done what lie thought was best· for the people of Aia])ama" and 
"know[ sJ that [Pryor' s] work on the bench will continue to serve as· an ex3.1Ilple of . 
how the public trust should be upheld.:' ·· · ' 

• Democratic state legislator Rep. Alvin Holmes "request[s] [the Senate's]s~ft 
· confirrriation of[Judge] Pryor .. •.because of his con5tantC?fforts to help the 

causes of blacks in Alabama.'' ·. · 

• U.S. Rep: Artur Davis {D;.AL) stated "I have the utmost respect fotmy friend · 
[Judge] Pryor and I believe if he is selected, Alabama willbe proud dfhis · 
service." · · ' 

3 
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STATEMENTS BY SELECT SUPPORTERS OF 
JUDGE PRYOR 

' ' ' ·: • ·.- ' ' ,•, > '. 

· The Honorable Alvin Holmes, Alabama State Representative, Montgomery, AL . 

"I am a black member of the Alabama House of Representatives having served for 28 years, 
During my time of service in the Alabama House of Representatives lhave led most of the fights·· 
for civitrightsofblacks, women, lesbians and gays andother minorities, ... [A]sone of the key 
ciyil rights leaders in Alabama who nas participated in basically every maj()r civil rights . . 
demonstration in America, who ha$ been arrested for civil rights causes on manyoccasiotis, as 
one who was a field staff member of Dr. Martin Luther King's SCLC, as one who.has been 
brutallybeaten,by vicious police officers for participating in civil.rights .marches and 
demonstrations, as one who has had crosses burned in his front yard by the Iq(K and other hate · 
groups, a.s one who has lived under constant threats day in and day out because of his stand. 
fighting for the rights of blacks and other minorities,lrequest your sWift confirmation of Bill · 
Pryor to the 11th Circuit because of his constant efforts to help the causes ()fblac~ in Ala}>ama." 
(June 5, 2003) · · · · 1 • 

The Honorable.Thurbert E. Baker, Attorney General of Georgia, Atlanta, GA 

~·1 have had the .great pleasur~ of knowing and working with Bill Pryor overJh.e past five;: years .. 
Through the National Association of Attorneys General, Bill and I have workedtogetheron . . 
matters of mutual concern to Georgia and Alabama, , .. During his tenure a~. Attorney General, ·· 
Bill has made combating white..:collar crime and public corruption one of the C;e11terpieces of his 
service to the people of Alabama .. He joined the effort of Attorneys General ar011nd the country 
infighting the rising tide of identity theft, pushing through legislation in the Alabama legislature· 
making identity theft a felony in Alabama .. ' .. He has always done what he thought was best for 
the. people of Alabama. Recognizing a wrong thathad gone on far toolong,·he tookthe .. •· 
·opportunity of his inaugural address to call on an end to the ban on inter-rac'ial marriages in 
. Alabama law. Concerned about at.:risk kids 'in Alabama schools, he formed Mentor Alabama, _a· 
program designed to pair volunteer mentors with students who needed a rolep1odef and ~· 
attentive ear to the problemsfacing .them on a daily basis." (March 31, 2003) 

.. The.HonorableArtur Davis,.Represen~ative,7tb.District()f Alabama, Birmingham,.~ . 
. ' ·, 

''I understand that the President may be consideringAttomey General BillPryor for a seat on the 
Eleventh Circuit. I have the utmost respect for my friend Attorney Ge,neraf Pryor and lb~lieve if 
heis selected, Alabama will be proud of his service." (January 10, 2003) · · · 

The Honorable Charlie Crist, Attorney General of Florid~ Tallahassee, FL 
. ' . 

''General Pryor is well qualified for such a position as he has had a distinguished career as a . 
pµblic servant, pra,cticing attorney, .andlawprofessot.·., .... General Pryor.beganhisl~gal.~areer as. 
a law clerk for the late Judge John Minor Wisdom otthe U.S; Court of Appeals for the Fifth · · 
Circuit,.who isrenown for his landmark decision'or4ering and implementing desegregation .... 

4 " 
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Attorney General· Pryor' s professionaf experience gives him the necessary 1qu;uificationto meet 
the demands of the bench with honesty and uprightness, often resistiiig pressure from his own 
partyin the process. He would be a valuable asset to the 1 lth CirCuit~ and] am pleasedto 
strongly recommend him for your consideration." (Aprill5, 2003) · · 

Chris M~l\fair, Former Alabama State RevresenUitive,BirmiJJ.gham;A,L 
' ~· . . ._ . - . ,, ' . . . ' . . . . . 

"I am writing to voice my support of Alabama Attorney General Bill Pr)'or' s .I1ominationtothe. 
UnitedStatesCourt of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit ... -I should advise you that I am a life 
long Democrat [and] one of the first African-Americans elected to the Alabama House of 
Representatives: ... My daughter Denise was one of the four young girls killed in the 19()3 . . • 
bo~bing of the 16th Street Baptist Church and the fulfillment of'Dr. King's fu;eam ofequal rights . 
andju.stice for all has.been my personal crusade.·. '. . Bydesignating theprosecl1tors [in the 16th 

· St bombing case} as Special Assistant Attorney Generals and by proVidingfiriancial assistance 0 . 

tbre>,ugh.his office, he .demonstrated a commitment to justjc~,that hadbeen ·Jong overdue .. · ...... I 
have always found [General Pryor] to be a man of hollesty and integrity who. attempts to follow 
all laws faithfully and fully .... In sum,IbelieveBilLPryor to be a manwho is committed to 
following the rule of law regardless of the outcome and that he is personally committed tb 
insuringthatall people receive equal justice," (June 9, 2003) · 

. · WilUam .T~ Baxie;, Baxley, Dillard, Dauphin, and Mckni~ht, and .Former Attorney deneral 
of Alabama, Birmingham, AL 

·~uoo am a fotmer Attomey'Genera.l of our ieat state, I therefore feel comfortable assessill.g 
BillJ>ryor's service in that elected office; as well as his.fitness to serye the United States as a 
Circuit Judge. As a Democrat, I am certain I have a more unbiased frame ofreference than 

- many. As a lawyer with a diverse practice in Alabama _,_.. one which has seen me aligned with 
him on some occasions and against hitn on others - lhave a better basis than Illostf(.)r·g11µging 
his character, fitness and ability •... In this.regard, his willingness to be guided by pure 
interpretation8 of the law superbly qualifies him for the federal bench. He has n~~er,to.my 
knowledge, bowedto any pressure from constituents ot special. interest groups. In everydifficult 
decision he has ip.ade, his actions were supported. by his interpretation of the law, without. n~ce~ 

. gender, age, political power, wealth, community standing, or any other competing.interest .. · · 
·..• 3.ffecting his judgment. ; .. I often disagree, politically, with Bill Pryor. Thi.s does not prevent 

me from maJWigthis recommendation because we need fairminded,intelligent,imJustriousmen 
and wonie:n; possessed of impeccable integrity, on the Eleventh Circuit.. Bill Pryor has these '. 
qualities i~ abundance .... ·There is no better choice for this vacancy." (April 8, 2003) 

The Honorable Sue Bell Cobb, Judge, Ala. Court of Criminal Appeals~ Montgomery, AL 
' . . : - ' ' ' '-" 

· "I write, not only as the only statewide Deriiocrat. to be elected in 2000, not oI1lf as a ID.ember of 
.the Courtwhichreviews the greatest portion of General Pryor's work, bufalso asa child 
advocate who has labored shoulder to shoulder with General Pryor in the political arena on .. 
. . · .. ·· .· . .. . . • ·. . . . . . .. . . . ...... ·• .. I . . . . . . . . . . . . 

behalf of Alabama's children .... , Bill Pryoris aI1 .outs~~ding attorney general and is one of th~ 
most righteous elected. officials in this state. He po.ssesses two of the most important attributes 
of a judge: unquestionable integrity and a stronginterhal moral compass, ... Bill Pryor is · · 
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exceedingly bright; and a lawyer's lawyer. He is as dedicated to the 'Rule of Law' as anyone I 
· ·. know.· I have never known anotherattomey' general who loved being the 'people's la\vyer' more 

than Bill Pryor.· Though we may disagree on an issue, I am always confident that his positionis 
· the product .of complete intellectual honesty. He loves the mental challenge presenteq by a 
complex case,yet he never fails to remembe~ that e~h case impacts people's lives." (January 21, 
2003) . . 

·· .. Dr. Joe Reed, Chairman, Alaba~a Democratic Confere.-ce, Montgonl~ry, AL' < 

''[Pryor] is a person, in my opinion, who will uphold the law without feat or favor; I believe all 
·races and colors will get a fair shake when their cases come before him. ·As Attorney. General for 
Alabama during the past six ( 6) years, he has been fair to all people .... For your information, I .. 
am.a member of the Democratic National Committee and, of course, Mr. Pryor is Republican, 
but these are only party labels. I am persuaded that in Mr. Pryor's eyes, JU&tice has only one 
label-" Justice!" (January 27, 2003) · 

c;. Douglas Jones, Whatley Drake, Former U.S. Attorney, Northern DistrictofAlabamB, 
Binningh=lm, AL 

.· "I am Writing I1C>w, as a loyal Democrat, to·sUpport the nomination of Alabama Attorney General 
.·. Bill Pryor to the.11th Circuit Court of Appeals. Bill Pryor became Alabama's A1torriey General 
Jess than a year before I was sworn in as U.S. Attorney. In short order we not only formed a 
strong friendship, but a federal-state working partnership that I believe was second to none ... : 
His personal involvement in our joint efforts was critical to he success that was re,a,lized, · 
including the success in the [196316th Street Baptist] church bombing cases .. ·•. Despite our. 
differences,,· ... there is no question that Bill Pryor is [ e]minently qualified for the federal bench, 
He is a brilliant lawyer whose careerhas been marked by fundamentalfairp.ess and' an · 
apprecfation for the rule oflaw. He has a solid reputation for honesty and integrity that greatly 
contri~uted to his overwhehningre-election by the people [of] Alabama. !believe you wllHind · 
thatBill Pryor is held in high regard by people on both sides of the political aisle arid bypeople · 

. of all races and gender. He has provided outstanding public service to the peopkofAlabama . 
and there is 1,lo doubt he will serve with even greater distinction as a federaljllrist. . ·. ~· I have 
pledged to assist in BiU' s nomination an:d confinnation process in any way I can." (January 31, 
200~ . . 

··· ~thryn Ooumanis, Executive Director, Penelope House Family ViolenceCenter, Mobile, il . . . . . 

, ''I mentioned, to my Board at our regular meeting last Thursday, that lwouldbe sending this 
letter. The entire Board of Directors of Penelope House Famjly Violence Center hex:e in Mobile, 
AL, unanimously asked that I include them in support of this nomination. Att<:>rney General Bill 
Pryor has b€:en a long time supporter and advocate of Penelope House, and has worked tirelessly 
to protect women and children from the dangers of domestic violence .... When BillPryorraises 
his voi<~e in supp'.ort of our mission, it enables us to reach every member of our community~ · · 
Attorney General Pryor not only joins us every October in celebr.ation of domestic violence. 
awareness month, but enables us to reach a State wide audience at every opportunity. Three 

( 
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years. ago hereached and touched the hearts. of thousands of Alabamians when he placed a 
dt.iwing by one of our shelter children on the cover of his Christmas card. AttQmcy General· 
Pryoris ever vigilant regardingany funding which may becomeavailable to mit programs and. 
keeps us informed about these sources. He always sµpports our efforts to obtain grants,· and 
follows and supports legislation which may be ofconcem to the domestic violence prpgrams 
throughout our state. Bin Pryor will bring to the Federal Bench the· CJ.ualitiesthat all Americans · 

·_cherish .. ·He is loyal to his State and his Country, is a man ofprincip[leJ and integrjty, is highly 
intelligent, and most of all is a man who has immerise compassion ap.d respect for his fellow 
human beings." (March 17, 2003}. · 

· Dianne Mooney, Allocations Chair, The Women's Fund of Greater Bii:nlinghalll, 
.Birmingham, AL · · · · · · 

''During his illustrious career General Pryor has.demonstrated his compassion for the Citizens of 
Alabama in countless ways. Of special importance to .those of us who serve on the Board of 
DireCt()rS <:1fThe Women's Fund of Greater Birmingham has. been his focus on the plight of · .. 

·victims of domestic.violence. You may know that in2001.General Pryor awarded Nine West 
Irie. settlement money to The Women~ s Fund to create and implement a meaningful prograln to 
comb.at domestic violence. in Alabama. Those of us on the board went to work to niaxinlize our 
AG'sinvestment by creating CUT IT OUT Salons Against Domestic Violence that is now . 
. operatip.g in its second year in Alabama and will be launched nationwide later this year through a 

·professional business partnership. I sincerely hope that you will confirm GeneralPryor's 
nomillatio.n: He is more than fair and judicious and treats issues onwomenand nrillorities with 

·. greatcare and respect.. And from a more personal standpoint, I celebrate his vision and personal 
courage to ... trust and empower others to positively.'impact our community and.our state." {March 
27,2093) 

Charles W~ Colson, Founder, Prison Fellowship Millistries · 

"lhave great admiration for Bill and support his nonlination with enthusiasm. . . . .. · . . 
during his years as Attomey{..JeneralofAlabama and was quite impressed .. Hehas a firm grasp · 
of the law, and is an articulate and forceful advo.cate. He \lSed his office to speak out for refonn 
in prison sentencing and was an ardent supporteroftheKennedy .. Sessions Prison Rape 
Reduction j\ct. He also was instrumental in the passage of Alabama's ReligiousFreedom 

. Restoration Act, which guarantees religious freedolll for all, including prison~s'. ... While Bill 
is a forceful advocate, he also believes in the ruleoflaw. When the. debate 9eases, I3illdefend~ 
the law as it is written by the legislature or a. higher court. · Bill .has a brilliant mind and the· 
proper temperament for service on the Court of Appeals." (April 1, ?003) · · 

. ; .: . . - .- - _; ' '• , .. 

Herc Levine, Birmingham,· AL . 

· "While Idoubt that [certain] groups have taken the time to sit doWn and talk.with Attorney. . 
General Pryor, (am proud to say that he has my suppQrt and the support of many in the Alabama 
Jewish Cmmmmity because of his personal integrity and c01pniitment to inslire thatall of our .· • 
citizens are treated fairly and, receive equalju~tice.underthe law. He has been a true friendtqthe. 
Alabania Jewish Community on manyilllportantissues .... He has a well deserved reputati()n ·· 
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for fairness and compete11cy·~at cutsacrossparty lines•an~which has resultedin.overwhelming 
suppprtfroniAlabamians of all politic;al parties anci segments of our society. His dis#ngµished > _ 
record 3s Attorney General affinnsmy belief that he wi.11.serve with greatciistinction,as a Federal 
judge." (J\lne 5~ 2003) · · . · .·· 

Pat.Nolall, President, Justice Fellowship ... 
' ' - .·' ' ' . - . ,. ' •. . 

''Bill has sho\\111 knowledge of the Jaw, brilliance, courage and compassion.' .. In particular, he has 
forcefully spoken of the need to protect prisoners from rape, and has bee1f effec.tive in rllllying 

· : support for theKennedy-Sessions Prison Rape Re_duction A~t. ... Bill speaks forcefully a.nd 
with clari1ty on the important issues of the day: . Tliatis one of the things tha,t lllaJce him such an 
excepticmal leader. However, hereveres therll.le ofJaw, and has always subordinatedh.is own -
opinipns when_ the legislative or judicial a]Jthori~ies have ruled on the· l~-w./' (April J, 2003) 

David G. Wirtes;Jr., Cunningham, Bounds·, Yan·c_e, Cnnyder-& Bro\Yn,L.L.C.,l\ilobile,AL 
·~~~- . ' 

. _, ,, . ' .-

'"\Ve (in ~e finn] are each lifelong Democrats who have substantially contributedto .Democratic 
candidates· and support Democratic principles andjdeals. While 'Ye have· some political .. · ... ·.·.·•·· . · 

_. -··. tlifferences with Attorney General Pryor;. we 9,elieve that. those political differences are Jar.· ... ·- . 
-overshadowed by his excellent judicial qualifications and professional attribu~.es, ... We can 

.. confidently assure you and the.members of the Judiciary CoIDlllittee that AttorneyGeneralPryor._ 
. has always followed the law, whether it was to.his liking or not. In other wor~s. we haye seen no 
evidencethat Attorney GeneralPryorwould use hisposition as an appellatejurist'to legislate 
from the bench'." (June 5, 200J) . · · - · 

• , ' > ' • 

Jere L BE~asley, Beasley? Allen, Crow, Methv~, Portis & Miles, P.C. 
' . ' 

"Ihave known Bill.since he ~orked for[Senator Sessions Jin the Attorney Genera1's office and I 
beJievethat he, has all of the necessary qualificati<?llS to do an outstandtngjoh()D the federal 

_ bench._ I am vvriting to support his nomination. TheAttorney General andI C()Ine from~ifferent 
. political parties ·and have disagreed on a number of issues. Ho'Yever, I have_ tremendous respect · 

for him and sincerely believe that he has seryed the state well li$ Attorney General. I would have 
·done· some things differently, but that alone does not keep me from supportinghiril ~ow. Bill 
Pryor is extremely bright and is a recognized student .ofthe law. His character is beyond 
reproach and, in my opinion, he will qe fair. and judicious if he is nominated and confitmed by 

· · the Senate." (March25, 2003) · · · · · .· . 

. . · .. · .. · .... · .... r •. · .. · ... ·•· -.· .. ··'.· .. 'y__ ', .--



• ~ JUDGE WILLIAM.H. PRYOR JR. 
. Responses to Issues Raised by Opponents 

' ' 

ISSUE: 
. . f -, - .. . - ' 

Some interest groups· have claimed that· Judge Pryor's personal pto-lifeviews impaet his ability . 
to follow precedentas a judge. · · · 

. RESPONSES: 

That is wrong as demonstrated by his record. · Indeeq, as .Attomey Genei:al, Judge Pryor took 
. steps to ensure that Alabama law comported with Supreme Courtprecederit,without regardto 
his person;~ policy preferences. · . 

. . :,·_, 

• In 1997, the Alabama legislature passed the Alabama Partial-Birth Abortion .llari 
. Actof 1997~ The statute's plain language banned such abortions both before and 
after the fetus was viable,whichwas notconsistent with Supreme Court 

·precedent. See A.LA.CODE§§ 26::23..,1 to.26~23-6 (1997). 

' ' . 
· • ·Despite pressure from some to interpret and en[orce the Act. as broacily as 

possible,·as Attorney General he ordered state prosecutors to read the Supreme · 
Court's viability requirement .into the Act so as to comport with $uprem~. Court 
precedent.. 

, . . 

• As Attorney General he also made clear that he would pu,nish those who make 
terrorist threats to frighten health workers, including those at abortion clinics. 

• · Judge Pryor testified. at his hearing that his personal pro-life: V,iews would not 
prevent him from followingSupreII'le Court preFeclent. · · 

• After the Supreme Court's decisioninStenbergv.·carhart, heiss'!led an A.t1:omey 
Ge:neral opinion to stateprosecutors stating that Alabama'sparti8J birthabortiort 
law was unconstitutional and could not be enforced. . · 
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~: ·· l ISSUE: 

Some groups have criticizedJudge Pryor for relying, while AttorneyGeneral, on th~;Eleventh 
.{\mendmentofthe US. Constitution, under the doctrine of sovereign immunity or "federalism;"' 
to protecftaxpayers in Ala~ama from huge money judgments. 

RESPONSES: . 
•' . . . ·: : . ' 

• the Eleventh Amendment tothe.U.S. Con~titution, underthe doctrine of . . 
sovereign immunity, bars su~ts against a state· for damages that must be paid from 
the public fisc absent a sufficient congressfonal showing under the Fourteenth 
Amendment.The Supreme Court's 'recent cases recognizing thesovereigri . . 
immunity protection for state budgets began with the case ofSeminole Tribe v. 
Florida, 51 7 U.S. 44 {1996), in which .Democratic Attorney General Bob 

. Butterworth of Florida fought for and won protection for state treasuries against 
~~. ' ' ' ' ' ' 

.. • Keying off General·Butterworth's.victory, Judge Pryor, as Attorney General, 
asserted Seminole Tribe's interpretation of sovereign immunity to protect.· ·. 
Alabama's budget from lawsuits. Se~. e.g., Kimel v. Florida Bqard offtegents, ' 

• 

• 

528 U.S. 62 (2000). . 

Numerous Democratic Attorneys General have asserted the same positjoµas . 
Judge Pryor, including William Sorrell (Vt.), and Jim Doyle (Wisc.). SeePowers 
v. Office of ChildSupport, 795 A.2dl259 (Vt2002); EEOC v. Bd. of Regents of . 
the Univ.ofWis~·System,288F.3d296(E.D. Wis. 2002). · 

. . . . - . ' ' 

. As Attorney General, Judge Pryor's arguments were well within themainstrea.m 
of American law. As noted throughout his nomination hearing, his arguments · 
have frequently been accepted by the U.S. Supreme Court and held to represent 
the correct interpretation of the U.S. Constitution. 

' 10 



... 

;.··· 

. :-. . , 
\•' . 

-----.----- ~------

,'·. ' 

'\ · . ... 
,' ·.;. 

. . :.~· 

·~--_·--~·'•is~~= · 
· · _Some haye chllrged that Judge Pryor called for lllodific;atioriof Section 5 oftµe \! oting Rlgpts .. · , . . 

. . ; :- , ·'·· . 
. .. ·. 

:, ·:·~: .. 

· ... ·-.\: 

Act and is therefore against civil rights. · · :•. · ,, . ... · · · · 
. ;: .. · .. 

. RESl!ONSES: . 
'• .... ; 

........ 
.::~ :··> . 

., .,.: .. 

.•. : Judge Pryor has stated thf!t ·''the Voting Rights Act is on~'pf tlie' geat~st and IJ10st n~e~'sfu.Y'faw~: 
··in Atiiencari history.'' The br.oad support for Judge Pryc>i;' J:>ycivil rights leaders whQ know bis < 
' record demonstrates his full commitment to full and equal, rights for all. . . .·. . .. ·. ' .. ' •· ' ' ' ... 

:. ·.· 

. . . . . ' 

·.:.,-: '· .. : .. · . 

.. ·::· 

. '-'' 

.. /, 

...... :·"·" 

e . .. · . As Attorney General, he has expressed sqpi~ ~µce~ that C~n~ess shoµld · . ~ 
. consider minor changes to that vital law·t() elld procedliral and. politi~al abuses' . . 

.. • · .. · · · that do not affect ininorit}' voters; ah(i were never intended ~Y Congress. 'At his · .. 
nominatiOD. hearing, Judge Pryor not~d that.he h!lS ."watched ill in:Y own capaqity 

'as Attorney General as memb~rs-ofmy.ownpolitical.party andwlllte·voters, who·-• •. 
l don't think were designed by. Congress to be protected by this Jaw, liave use,d' . 
Sectjon 5 as a sword in litigation for their own political oppbrtumtY:'.'' He.further ' 

. . stated that the cfact some changes in Section 5 are appropriate ''does not less~ iii· · ·. · 
. any way my commitment to ·the <:ore of the VotingRights. Act~ whi¢h is. Sectlo:g 2 
. . ... and I fully S\lppoit Section 2 3Iid believe it rel1laill$ a iiecessaryJaw ll,i opr . 

._.co. un_ ..... try.'' · •" · · · · · .. · .• · ... ·: ·"- . 
' . ."': . ; . . . : ' : . :'.~ \ .. '.. 

-:.~.. . " 

. ', .. 
" ; 

: ,., 

' ,: 

..· ... 

• · Ili litigation, he has successfullyd~fended several rec.fi.:strictiilg·plans adoptt:d by· .. • 
>.·the Alabama Legislature when those plattS fulfilled the Voting•Rights Act but · · . 

·. were challenged by white·vpters and members of his ownpolitical p~. ·In2000,~ . 

·._: 

. :' '.~ '·:~:<: •. ·, .. · .. 

_..,. 

. ' :u • . ' 

. he won a unanimous ruling from the S11preme Court of the United Sta.tesJhat. · 
preve11tedwhite voter$ ffOJll challenging majotjty'blaJ,Ck legii;Iatiye di$mcts ID.• 
which the whiteyoters did not reside. . . · · · · · 

' ~ '' ·.• .,·"•' 

D~ocratic Attoriteys Gener~lhav~ 's.Pokel'.l ofthe ne~dt~,uiip~ve &-ection ·$;br1 ,;; , 

theAct. In Georgi(!; the State appealed .to ,the United Sfat~ ·suprenie Colirt,in , . 
· .. order to have its recent redistricting plan approve<1~· In his brief before tile .· ' · .... ·. 

· . :.SupI'eme Cotirt, !hurbett'Baker, the African~k,nerican l)~oer~tic A#~mey •. :, 
. · Gel'.leralofGeorgia, called Section 5 an ·~extraordinary traruig[e~fon ,ofthe /, . 

,:,.· 

. ,. . . 
. . ,. ,·· 

·, •, '.' . ·. ~ . . . 

. : / .· •'. 

· ·.·normal prer~gatives of the. states'' an,d "a_grave iritnision in.to the· ~uthority c)f;~e · . 
states."· · ' ·· · · , ... :·· 

..1 • 

. ;• . . · .Judge J>ryor l}.elped ·start the driv~: to rid fue Al~b~a C~nsfituti.()~ off ts ract~D-
' -~.. ·.: . prohibition on interracial marriage, and ultimately w~ victorious in N"ovember . ' 

... _ . . 2000. As Attorney General ~d working with a coalition that included the 
·., . : 

. (···· 

'fl •••• • •• • ••••••• 

·.· .. ·.· .· ·· _· NAACP, Jildge Pryor.perstiade~i11e Alal;>ama Legisl~turetoallow ~vote Oii 
·• repealing the ban, and the Legislature ultintately agreed; . · .... · .. < , . : q • • • 

••. ·•. JUdge Pcyor.hasbeen praised by~ broad~~ge .• of Aia~~aAfri~~~Anierlcan .· 
. . ·. Ie~er8 for his civilrights record ail~. fairness~ mc.ludiiigCon~ssman Artm:· 

.... ". ........ ·::· ,. 

·:.:- . .. ··, . ';.: ·~· . 

·'.:..· 

.. ·, ··' ,, .,', ,• " . 

:,··(· 

. , . ·. ~· ' . 11 
,.' . 

.. _;" . 
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Davis, Dr. Joe Reed, chairmalJ. of the Alabama Democratic Conference, Alabama 
Rep. Alvin Holmes, and Cleo Thotnas, Secretary of the Alabama Democratic 
Party. 

• -As Attorney General, he worked with and appointedfonnerDemocratic U.S. 
Attorney Doug Jones to successfully prosecute former Ku Klux K.lansmen Bobby 

-Frank Cherry and ThomasBlanton Jr. for the 1963 pombing of the-16th Street -
Bapti~t Church iri Birmingham, Alabama'. As Attorney General, Judge Pryor 
personally argued the appeal in the case~ 

/ 
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ISSUE:' 

Some groups have criticizedJudge PryorfordefencUngAiabama's law againsfsodolllyin . 
·Lawrence v. Texas. · · · r · · 

RESPONSES: . 
. .· . ' . . . ~ 

• As Attorney General, he had· a duty to defend the laws of Alabama against . 
constitutional attack, whether or not he agrees personally with. such laws or would 
have voted for them. Judge Pryor filed a brlefin the pase becauseif the Supreme 
Court struckdown the Texas law in· a brolid manner, .Alabama's law would also 

.. "}· 

be invalid. . . ' ' -· . 
. : -· '· '· . 

. . . 

JUdge Pryor advanced an argument basedsquarely on Supreme CoUrtprecedent 
upholding such laws. Much of Alabama's btjef; including passages most 9ften 
cited by Pryor opponents, was drawn directlyfrom Justice White's majority · 
opinion in the Supreme Court case Bowers \I. Hardwick. 

. . . . ·. . . ' 

• As Attorney General, he immediately acted lo comply with the. Court's decision in · 
theTexas sodomy case. He issueda:rele~e statingthat"TheCourt today 
expressly overruled its 1986 decision in Bowers v. Hardwick. this new 
interpretation of the Constitution means that the law ofAlabapJ.a, specifically 
Section 13A-6-65 (a)(3), which prohibits cqnsensualsodomy between unmarried 
persons, is now urn~nforceabk" . . 
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•••• t· 

IS.S.UE: 

· Jucige Pryor defended prison guards who hand~uffed prisoners, who fought willi other prisoners 
or refusedto work,to a restraining bar. There have been varioµs statementsmade tha~the 
:prisoners were denied food, bathroom breiks, andl~ft in.the hot sunformany:hours; · 

' ' ; ' 

' 
At a.Ily point in time a prisoner could agree to work and be releaseg from the 
iestnrining .bar. The prisonerinthe case neveralleged that the guards he sued for 
money damages failed to provide him with food, water, bathroom breaks, or · 
anything else required by Hie regulation: · 

. ' ~ .. 

. Pursuant to his dut; <l8 AttomeyGeneral, Judge Pryor defe~ded state emplqyees. 
againstpersonal monetary liability because state officials are protected by.. ·. · 
qualified immunity unless their conduct violates dearly established stafutory or 
constitutional rights which a reasonable person would have known. Federal 
courts, including the Eleventh Circ:uit in 200 l, agreed with ·Judge J;>ryor tliatthere 
wasno clear violaticm oflaw. The U.S: Supreme Court heardthe case on appeal.· 
from the Eleventh Circuit and 'Judge Pryorhad a duty to defend tJ:ie ~tate officials <, 
before the Court. · · · . · 
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·~ , .. ISSUE: 

···~. 

•, 

'RESPONSES: 
: , - . . . . 

• · Judge Pryor's record demonstrates his commitment to religious freedotn aridthe· 
separation of church and s.tate. Headv?cated in court against the position of the · · 

, Governor who. appointed him concerning religious expression linpublicschools. · · 
The Governor.argued, among other things, that teachers showd.be ableto lead 

.·· prayers. As Attorney General, Jlldge Pryor took the position that there could be • 
no school-sponsored, govermn.ent-:-sponsored religious activity, but that geiminely 
student-initiated religious expression was protected by the First.Amendment. His 
position was upheld tWice by the Eleventh Circuit. 

• Judge Pryor worked tirelessly to promote .the passage ,of the Alabama Religious 
, Freedom Amendment ("ARF A") to the Alabama Constitution, which helps ·, 
. protect the reli~ous freedom of political and religious minon.tjes such as Native 
. Americans and prison¢rs; '. ·· 

. . . . . . - . 

·,·•· . · . In recognition for his efforts to~romote·the passage ofARFAand include, 
protections for prisoners within its ambit, Judge Pryor was honored with the 1999 
. Guardian of Religious Freedom Award by Prison Fellowship Ministries, the 
Justice Fellowship, and Neighbors Who Care, · , . 

• , Judge Pryor has used ARF A to try to protect the religious liberties of a! ewish 
congregation, Temple B 'nai Sholom in Huntsville, AL. ·. Membe~ of !he . 
congregation have worshiped at the temple since 1899. The<ccmgregationwanted 
todemolish a dilapidated house on nearby property for future t}Xpansion ofits · 
sanctuary. The citis preservation commission refused permission. The . .' 
congregation, which did not have enough money to restore the house, sued.in, 
federal court. J,\sAttorney General, Judge Pryor's office intervened intheca$e on 
the side of the temple, contending that the denial of permission constituted~··. 
infringement on religious liberty. 

Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice RoyMoore retained separate counsel to 
···represent him in the litigation concerning Justice Moore's display oftheTen · 

Commandmerits, AsAttomey General, Judge Pryor did not joiri in ,certain 
arguments made pyJusticeMoore's counsel, including claim& concerningthe 

· applicability of the Bill of Rights to the States. Judge PTyor's argument that the 
display was consistent with Supreme Court precedent is\vithin the le~al . . . . · 
mainstream. In addition, as, Attorney General, Judge Pryor supported Justice 
Moore's primary opponent in the election campaign. · 
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'~··· •• Judge Pryor, while Attorney Genera1, represented the State and personally 
prosecuted charges against Justice Moote that ultimately led to Justice Moore's 

·removal from office for defiance of federal court orders. · 
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ISSUE: 

Some groups have claimed iliatJudge Ptyor's fundraising acti~ities as part of the Republican 
Attorney Generals Association (RAGA) were improper or his testimony wasinconsistentwith 
RAGA documents. ·· · 

RESPONSES: 

• Judge Pryor has always stated that he· helped to raise moneyfor his PllrlY and his . 
campaigns and that is a part of our. electoral. process. At his Judiciary Committee 
hearing, Jfudge Pryor stated: ''[S]tate Attorneys General are alrea<Jyrai~ing · 
campaign funds in races in their. own States, working with their oWn. State , ·. 
poli~ical parties.· ... The system we have in America ofeleqtions.requifes 
candidates to raise funds to wage campaigns.~· · · ·· 

• Judge Pryor has.never stated that Alabama companies did not contribute to RAGA 

• 

• 

or that :he did notsolicit companies for contributions. Instead, Judge Pryor .· . ·. · · 
testified he would make' calls but he did not maintain membership or contribution 
lists of RAGA, which was handled by staff members, and did not have lists of 
who contributed or which companies became RAGA members.. . . 

Indeed, despite claims of alleged inconsistencies, no one has pointed to. a single· 
instance in which Judge.Pryor gave untruthful testimony, either at bis hearing oir 
in his answers to written questions. · 

. ' ' .' ... ' .·. ' . ' 

According to statements at Senate Judiciary Committee hearings, thePetl1ocratlc 
staff of the .Senate Judiciary Committee refused to ask a single question.of Judge 
Pryor despite his being available to answer any question from thelll on ~t ·.least · 
two separate occasions. Ori .neither occasion did Democratic staff askJrsingle 

•question or reque~tclarificatiopJrom Judg~ Pryor regarding any RAGA~related 
issue. 

·' . . ' 
' ' 

According to then-Chairman Hatch at aJudiciary Committee heariilg,the 
baseless charges are ''pure politics, pure delay.'' . · · 
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Alabama Democratic Conferel'lce 

JOEL. REED 
CHAIFIMAN 

The· President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

P;O, Box 6233 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAM~ 36106 

· January 27, 2003. 

RE: Alabama Attorney General Bill Pryor 

Dear Mr. President: 

Through the news media, it has come to my attention that you n()w. 
have under· consideration Attorney· General Bill Pryor for· appointment· 
as Circuit Judge to the United States 11th Circuit Court of Appeals, of 
which Alabama is a part. I take thi~ unusual opportunity ~burg¢ you to 
appoint him . 

.. Attorney General Pryor will make 'a first-class Judge because he is C:1: 

first-class lawyer and is a first-class public official: He is a:person, in . 
my opinion, who will uphold the law without fear or fayor. Jbelievc · 

. all races and colors will get a fair shake when>their cases c.ome bcfor9 
him. As Attorney GeneraLfor AJabarna during the past sjJc(§)ycars, 
be has been fair to all people; · · · · 

For your .information, I am· .. arnehiberof the Democratic. Nation~r 
. Committee and, of course, f\;ir. P,l"yoris Republican. bµtthese ar~·oviy , 

· party labels. l.am•pcrsuaded·thati.rl ML.J>ryo(scyes,.Justicc.hasp:n,ly' .··· · 
one label-Justice! · · ·· . · 

1 am satisfied that if you appoin( Mr.> Pryor to the Bench;; and h~j~·,·> 
confirmed by the Senate;.he will be. a c;redit to the Judiciar}r'arid will . 
be a guardian. for justice. l urge you to appoint Mr. '.Pryor t<;>this 
importa.nt court. · · · · · . · 

Chairman 

cc: Attorney General John Ashcroft 
Senator Richard Shelby 
Senator Jeff Sessions 
Senator Patrick J. Leahy 
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. STATE OF ALABAMA 

. HOUSE OF 'REPRESENTATIVES 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130 

· ALVIN HOLMIES 
PoST OFACE BOX 6064 

DISTRICT NO. 78 
. CAPITOL OFACE 3341242-7706 

MONTGOMERY OFFICE 3341264-7807 .. · MONTGO?VIERY, ALABAMA 36106 

t0.· 

June5, 2003 

Senator Orrin G. Hatch, Chairman 
Committee onthe Judiciary 
United States Senate . . . . . 

104 Hart Office Building 
Washington, D.C~ 20510 

· . Senator Patrick J. Leahy, Ranking Member 
Committee on th~ Judiciary · · 
Unit~d States Senate 
433 Russell Senate Office .Building · 
Washington, D~C. 20510 

Dear Sirs:· 

Please accept this as my full support and endorsement of Alabama's Attorney 
General Bill Pryor to the United States Court of Appeals for the _11 1ttcircuit.. · .. 

1 ·am a black member of the Alabama ·House of. Representatives ·having· served 
for 28 years .. During my time of servi~ in the Alabama House of Repres~ntatives 
I have led· most of the fights for civil· rights of blacks; women, lesbians ·and gays . 
and other minorities. (See attachments) · 

I eonsider Bill Pryor as a moderate on the race issue: 

f From 1998 to 2000·. Bill Pryor sided with the NAACP against a white 
Republican lawsuit that challenged the districts for the Legislature~ Pryor.· 

· .fought the case au the way to thE:} U. S. Supreme Court a.nd won a 
1Unanimous ruling in Sinkfield v. Kelley; 531 U.S. 28 (2000). The lawsuit 
was filed by Attorney Mark Montiel, ~white Republican, and the 3-judge 
district court ruled 2 to 1 in favor of Montiel. Two Republicans (Cox and 
Albritton) ruled in favor of Montiel while.Judge Myron Thompson. (a black 
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Democrat) agreed with Pryor that Montiel's. white dients had no standing 
to challenge black districts i6 WhiCh the whites did not live. · 

2; · In 2001 and 2002, Bill Pryor. sided with the Legislature when. it redrew . 
districts for Congress, the Legislature, and State Board of Education. 
Mal'k Montiel filed lawsuits in.federal court (Montiel v. Davis) challenging.· 
the black districts as racial gerrymanders.· Pryor won every lawsuit Pryor 
came under heavy pressure from other white Republicans on AJabama for 
fightingto protect black Legislative seats. · 
.· \•" ·;. ' ' . ' 

3. BHI Pryor worked with U.S. Attorney ·Doug Jones . to prosecute KKK 
murderers Blanton and Cherry for the·September 15, 1963, bombing of 
the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. that Killed four little girts., Bill. Pryor 
personally argued to uphold Blanton's conviction befdre the Alabama 
Court of Criminal Appeals on MCIY 20, 2003 .. : .· · 

· 4~ i3ill Pryor drafted the law (Ala. Cc;>de §12-25-2(a)(2)) that ·created the 
Alabama Sentencing .Commission with the stated purpbse of ending racial 
disparities in criminal punishments. · · 

5. In 2000, Bill Pryor started Mento'r Alabama';... a program to recruit positive 
adult role models fot thousands of at~risk youth which ·99% were black. 
For the last three years; Bill Pryor has worked· every week as a reading 

· t1utor for black children in ~ Montgomery public school. · · 
. . 

6. in 2000, I introduced a bill in the Alabama Legislature to amend the 
Alabarna Constitution repealing Alabama's racist ban on interracial 

· marri.age. ·. Every prominent white political leader in .:Alabama (both 
Republican and Democrat) opposed my bill or remain~d silent· exc~pt ·am . 
Pryor who openly .and publicly asked the white and black citizens of 

_"'" A.labama to vote and repeal s~ch racist law. It was passed with a slim · · 
. majority among the voters. c:lnd Bill Pryor later successfully defend~ that 
repeal when the leader of a racist group called the "Confederate Heritage" 
SllJed the State to challenge it.· 

' ' ' '.. ' . •,. 

7 .. I sponsored H8534 this Legislative Sass.ion establishing cross burning.as 
a .felony. Said bill passed the Alabama House of Representatives on May 

· 1:s1t1 2003. That bill was written'· by Bill Pryor and he was the only white. 
lea<;ter in Alabama that openly and publicly supported it. · 

Finally, as. one of the key civil rights leader& in Alabama whQ has 
particip;!llted in basically every major civil rights demonstration, in America, 
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who.has been arrested for civil rights causes on nnany o~~-sions, as one 
who was a field staff member of Dr. Martin Luther King's SCLC, as one who 
has been brutally beaten by vicious police officers for participating in c:ivil 
rights marches and demonstrations, a~ one who has had.crosses bume,d in 
·his fro,nt yard by the KKK and other hate groups, as one who ·has lived 
. under 1constant threats day in and day out because of his stand fighting for 
the rights· of blacks and other minorities, I request your swift confinnationi 
of Bill Pryor to the 11th Circuit because of his constant efforts. to help the 
causes of blacks in Alabama. · 

Thanks for your consideration. 

cc: Members of the Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate · 
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HOUSE 'OF REPRESENTATIVES 

sm. HAMMETT 
Speaker 11 Sou1H ~ SrlET 

·,Mo~ .AIMAiw. 36130 
' 334-242-7668' 

· July 14,2003 

TheHou1orable Orrin G. Hatch; Chair 
United States Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 
104 Hart Offiee Building 

. Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Hatch: 
,. 

I am writing to convey my unwavering support for the nomination ofWiUiam H. Pryor. 
Jr.to beUnitedStates Circuit Judge forthe Eleventh C::ircuit. 

Contrary to theperception that hasbeeh crea~oo·in.Wasbington1 lknowBill··Pfyortobea:·· 
fair and.balanced per8on. He follows the letter and spirit oftheJaw, 

. . . "· ... · ' ' 

He has a distinguished career working in thejudicial system, in private prru=tjce and 
servingtbe citizens of Alabama .as Attorney General since 1997. 

I.have served as a Denmcrat in the Alabama Hou!'~ ofRepresentativr:s for 25 years and as · 
· Speaker oftheHou8e for five years. I have never worked with anyone more non~partiSan 
<thmt Bill Pryor. · · · 

' ' 

'I sincerely hope the U.S. Senate Committee on theludidary,will conflnn the nofuination 
of Bill Plryor. I give him my highest recommendation. 

Sincerely, 

;M;~ 
Seth Hammett 

cc: Senator Richard Shelby 
Senator JeffSessions 
Atttimey General Bill Pryor . 
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. ARTUR DAVIS . 208 CANNON . 
. .... lTW 00STlllCT, Al.AM""' ' . HOUSE da:1cE au1.LDING • 

202-:225-2615 . 

Qeongress of tfje ltntteb.6tates 
J>o~e of l\epresentatibtS 
Uasf)ington, •£ 20515-0107 

Via Hand Delivery 

Honorable Jeff Sessions 
United States Senator 
493 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 .. 

Dear ~enator Sessions: 

Janlla.ry 10,·2003 

·Thank you for all of your kindness during the transition period. Yo.u·and the rest 
o~the AJabalml Delegation have ma.de ine feelvery welcome. . · · 

. As you ~ow, several pending VC1ca,ncies on the Alabama federal beiich are 
attracting attention back home. I understand that the President may be c~msidcring 
Attorney General Bill Pryor for a scat on the. Eleventh. Circuit I have the utmost respect 
for my friend Attorney General Pryor and I believe if he is selected, Alabama willbe 
proud ofhisservice. · · 

In the ilear future, as openings occur on the District Court, I encourage you to 
view this as an opportunity to diversify the federal bench. Unfommately oilly two 
African Americans have ever served as federal district judges in Alabama. I believ~ that 
a review of the most qualified judicial· candidates will inevitably lead to the inclusion of .. 
black attorneys. I Strongly encourage you to consider recommending for nom.ination. 
several outstanding black attorneys who have distinguished themselves. I know you 
wo\ild agree that Alabama deserves a federal bench that looks like Alabama. · 

· · Thank you very much for your attention to ~matter. I look forward to working 
, together over the coming months.and years. ··. · 

Best wishes, 

(J:,J:JJ,JJtJ,.r 
Ariur Davis 
Member of Congress 
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1"tlllRBERT E. BAl«:R 

AilOkNt:Y GENERAi 

March 3 I , 2003 

The Honorable Ric;:hard Shelby 
United Slates Senate 
l.lOHartS1enateOftice Building 
\Vashingron, DC 2051 {) 

.. The Honorable Jeff Sessions. 
United States Senate 

;ll~padment of Ifuifu, 
~tat£ pf {~eorgin 

· 4'J3 RusscllSennte Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

. Dear Senators: 

40 CAPITOL $0UARE SW 

A~t.A~Tl\-:GA 30~13:&:1":40~ , ' 

I lhave had. the great pleasure .of knowing and workil1g. with Bill Pryor over ;he pilst 'five years. 
· Thmugh the National Association of Attorneys General, Bill amll have worked togctht::r on 
matters of mutual concern to Georgia and A labruna. · . During that lime: •• Bill h.as distinguishc:d 
Ii im!;L:I flime and again with the legal acumen that he brings to issues of national orre~iunal 
col1ccm as well as with his commitment to furthering the prospects of good and.responsive 
government. 

. D11ring his tenure as Attorney General, Bill has made combating White-collar crime and public 
co1TI1plion one ofthe centeJ}lit:ces of his service to.thepeople of Alabama. He joined the efforts 

.. uf Attomcys General around the cowitry in fighting. tl1e rising tide ofidentity .theft, push~ng 
.· through lt:gislation in the A lahama legislature rnaking identity theft a felony in Alabama. Bin has 

fought to keep Jaw enforcement in Aiabarna anned with appropriate !aws to protect.~ !aba.-na 's 
cnizt::ns, pushing for tough money laundering provisions apd stiff penalties fqr, trafficking in datt: 
rape drugs; · . . 

Ti rm: amJ again as Attorney General, Bill has taken on public corruption cases in Alab11ma. . 
f,Cgardless ofhow .wel t~connccted the defendant may he, Jo ensure that·the public tTU5t .is upheki 
and the public's confidence in government is well .. founded. He has worked with industry b~ups 
and the Better Business Bureau to crack down on unscrupulous contractors who victimized many 
pf Alahama 's more vulnerabl_e citizens; · 

' ·, • .'-'.- • ', > ' 

From the time that he clerked with thr late fadge Wisdom ofthc s•hcircuit to th¢ present, 
though, the most critical asset that Bill Pryor has brought to the practice of law is his zeal to do 
what .he thi:rtks .lS right. He has always don~ what he Jl:t-?Ught was best for the people of Alabama. 
Recognizing a wrong that had gone on far too long', he took the opportunicy of his inaugural. · 
.address to call on an end to the ban on inter.,.rncial marri<1.ges in Alabama law.· Concerned about 

'··' . . 
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.March 31, 2003 
·Page j2 

' ' ' 

at-risk kiclsin Alabama schools, he formed MentorAlabai'na· a programd~i gned to pair 
volunteer mentors with students who needed a role model and an attcnt~ve ell! to the pmf'>lems 
facing_them on a daily basis. · · 

. ,. :_ •,_ . .. . ,. . . ·.. ' ' . . ·' -·. . 

These·arejust afow oftht: qualities that I believe will make Bill Pryor an excellent candidate for 
. a slotonthe 11 111 CircuitCourtof Appeals. ~y only.regret isthat I will 1~0 longer h~ve Bill as a 
fell ow Attorney General fighting for what is right, but I kn,ow tl:lat bis work on; the bench vvill 
continue: to serve as an example of bow the public trust shc11.iid be Qpheid. . ' 

·Sinb:rCly; 

· .. :Jk~E~ 
· Thurhett E. Baker 
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STATE OF FLOlllDA 

· Th.e Honorable Bob Graham 
· · Un.ited States Senate · 
524 Hart SOB 
Washington, DC 20510 

CHARLIE CRIST 

ATTORNEY' GENERAL 

"April15, 2003' . 

Re: Nomination of Attomey. General 
em Pryor to the 111h Clreult. U.S. · · • . 
.Court of Appeals Judgeship · ·· 

· Dear Sena(jjhnam: 

.... · . .. I would like to recommend to you the appointment of Alabama Attorney 
General BiUPryorto the 1111\ Circuit, U.S~ CourtofAppeals. . . . . 

(;eneral Pryor is well qualified for such a position as he has had a 
distinguished career as a public servant, practicing attomey, .. and law professor. 
He attenc;fed Tulane University School of Law, Whe.re he graduated msgna cum .· 

· laude in 1987 and was editor-in-chief of the Tulane Law Review. General Pryor . 
·. t>egan his legal career as a faw clerk for the Jate Judge John Minor Wisdom of the 
· U:S. Coul"(of Appeals for the fifth Circ~it,who is r:enown for his landmark .. ·.· 
~ecisions·ordering ~nd implem~nting desegrega~on. · 

.. . C3eneral Pryor practiced law from 1988 to 1995 attwo wefl~s~blished · 
Birmin~1ham. raw firms before being hrfE!d in 1995 by .then Attorney General 
Sessions as DeputyA.ttomey General il'l charge of special civil and oonstituticmal 
!itigatiort. He was appoint~ in 1997 by Governor Fob James as Attorn'lY Gene.rat: 
of Alab,ama. Jn 1998 he was elected by th~ citizens of.Alabama to a f9ur00year term · 

·and r&-elected to·a second four-yeart~rmin 2002~ .··. · .· 
. . . 

J!\ttorney General Pryor'.s professional experience. gives him the necessary . 
qualificaticms to meet the demands (,)f the bench With honesty anq uprightness, . 
often re~slsting ~ressure from his own party .in the process. He Would.be a vah .. •able 
asset to the 11 Cii:cuit; and I am pleased to strongly recommend him for your·.·· 
.consideration. · · · · · • · · · · 

... 
S. 111. c···:.ee.· ./7 ... re·.·.··.···'··· .. ···.·A.··.· .. ·•· ... ·<.····· ... ·· ~fi.JA. 
Charlie Crist · 

~C/jm 
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The State of Soutli Carolina 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY' GENERAL 

H!m¥Mc:MAsTEit 
AP\:)Jt.l'(!;Y ·~ 

,.,. 

lune 20, 200.3 · 

United St4it~1 Senator Ernest F. Hollings 
125 Russell Sepate Office Building· 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear.Senator Hollings. 
. ,. . ' ' 

I lllil writing in suppon of the nomination of my friend Alabama Attorney General WiJliam ·Pryor 
to itic Eleven1th Circuit .Court pf Appeals. · 

GeneralPryor was appointed Alabama's Attorney .General in 1997 to the v~cy cleated by tbe . 
election of your colleag11e Jeff Sessions to the United States Senate. General Pryor was then . 
. elected in his own right in 1998 and reelected in 2002. When he was first elected, Genera!Pryot 
was the youngest Attorney General in the nation and was reelected la.st .year .with the largest 
margin of any candidate running stateWide in Alabama. · · · · 

Sin'.ce hiS election, General Piyor has e~cd an outstanqing ~utation for his work in the ~a of 
juvcajlejustice ~form.and his relentless prosecution Of pliblic corruption, '.welfare, and WOl'.kers' 
cornP. cnsation fraud.···and. white-collar crime .. · . 

. ~J 

In addition to his ex.perience in the attorney gen~al's office, GeneralPryor<also served as B·law 
clerk to. the: laie distinguished-jurist John Minor 'Wisdom of the Fifth Circuit .Court cf Appeals., 1· .· 

·believe GeneralPiyor's broad experience makes .him uniquely qualified to serve as a member of . 
the Elev~ Ci!C\lit Court of Appeals with fairn~s an.d impart,iality. · · · 

fstrongly ·urge you to support his nomination. 

~~ 
~··· HMcM:S!Jl 

,,.., 
,·'- ' . - . ' 
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CHRIS.McNAIR.·SriJDIOS 
. ' •' 

CJ 
JiR.Of&!SIOl'IAl.1'.H~aAPH'f • · ONll HOUll. Ill ctJsTO.M. l..ABS ·· cuS.TOH FR.AMINO • CaAP!otlC Dlili.ltil'il 

• FINl> Aki' GAu.a11:v. t llANQUET fAQUTIU e CUT SHOP . 

June!il, 2003 

Senaror Orrin Hmtch 
-"'"<""""...,,----Ehairman 

.. _,, _____ ..... ___ .. ___ _ 

() 

J11dic.l.ary Committee 
U. &.Senate 

·· 104 liut Senate Office Building 
WiuhingtJ:llt, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Hs~h: 

hm writing to voi:oe my sup])crt of Alabama Attorney General SiJJ Pryoir .. s 
nomination to the United States Cowt Of Appeals for the Blevc11tb Circuit. ·In my opinion 
he will make an outstanding fi:dm.l jurist. 

. By way ofbac.kgrouiid, l 6hould advise you that lam a life Ions Democrat, lwa; 
one of the .first African-Americans elected to the Alabaaill House ofRej,ruentativc~ · . . · 
where 1 served fcom 1973 to 19815. In 1986 I was elected as one of tb1 two AfriclJl
Arnerican members ofthe Jefferson Co'Uiity CommiSsion, where I remained until my 
rctiromenl from public service in 200 L In addition, 1 have been active in ~umetous mil ... 
rights iiCtiv.ities over the )'ears. My daughter Denise was gne of the .tow young girls 
killed in tbc 1963 bombing oftbe 16lh Strcet:Saptis.t Cburoh and the fulfillment of Dr. 
King's dream of equal rights and j ustii;;e for all has been my personal crusade. · · 

Unfortunately, Bill Pryor's record on civilrightsis bemg ctisforted. "5Attomey 
. General. he has cnti;m:eci the VQting Rishts Acts, which he ba described as one of the 

greatest and mo.st necessary 11.ws in America~ histtiry. Although he has exprcaslld 1ome 
concc;m with certain ptaccdura1 aspects of the Law• his support for the Voting R.igh.t$ Act 
and what it stands fat has not wavered. In fact, he bauucceasfUUy detimd~ redisiritting 
plaJll that were challenged by white 'Voters and members ofbis own political pait)'. 

. While Bill Pryor' s ~llUIC WI At!Omey. Ocncral of Al~ll bas been marlcedby a 
number of cues in whicb he took muiris thllt I do not penonally air•• with. r · hav.e. · 
a.lways found him to be e .i:nan of ho11eacy and integrity who ai:rernp1S to follow .an lawa 
. faithfully and fully. I fumly beltove he will do the sanie a.s a C0\111 0£ appeals judge. 

. . 

On " more pi:n1onal mm, BUI Pryor' a person.i 111pport fer the. recent trtals pf the 
me c:anvictcd of bombing ttu:.16'*' Street Baptist church a'Qd. the murdor' of my daughter· 
has m.caat a lpt to m:Y family aiu:l this community. By designating the pr01acut0rs as 
Speei&l A.ssistana Attorney Generals and by providfna fi113'le.i•l as1istan~ th~ugh bis 

· office, bl: demaostrated a commltmenuo justice that had l:ia:en long overdue .. I Jlaci.·· .. 
numerous conversations with·blm about these ~es and his desi(elO see.thatj1.11U~ was · 
dcinc, Hil gommitrOent to the cases was sincere and has bc!NI very much approciated. 

~ .··•··.··· .... ··· ... ·· ..... ·····.·.· ... ··.· ... · .. >~~ 
··. · · .· •Ui Siv.i::h.Annue Sc1&di. • Bi~inp:1m. Alabam:a ,;20s e.OfflC11120!ii.322.361S • Jlla..:·2os.a:z2.2~94 

· E-mail: mc:.11alrstud.loslil'beU.11uth.nec · · 
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, ln SW1I, I believe Bill Pryor to be a m&rl w.bo ~ c0mmiited to fQUowina the rule af 
la'W ielannass of the outcpme and that he is p~rs~aJJy ~d to insariDg thataQ:: · ·. 
people. receive •quaJ.j1J1tice. .lhope thlt the ,r~di'W>'-~i~e .wi1J Vote f.a~l',V .qll,, 
.bis nomination.·. . < .• · ... . .•. ' ' .··· .. ·· · •. · .· ::_·: · ·• · . · · · •· . ·. ' ·: <:·.· · <; · · · 
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compass. Whether he. is r~viewing hundreds of appellB;t~ 
··"'\ briefs to. ensure the quality of the work his assistants · .rr;J ·submit to this court'· whether he· is preparing to argue ,one· 

·,.1.J.•.·:J . of: my cases to the United States Supreme Court, 1 whether he·· 
f is using his considerable influence to encourage Alabama 

::·~:! · legislators to make children a top priority, ·or· wbetne.:r he 
.. :.~.ir.•·~··· is in his1 weekly tutoring session with an "at-risk" child~ 

h Bill Pryor is proving that he ·is a true public s:ervant:.; · . 
-J·~·" 
ic · Bill .Pryor is exceedingly bright, .and a lawyer's 

. . 

'(j 

• 

l~wyer. He is as dedicated to the "Ru)e of Law" as anyone l 
·know. I have never known another attorney general who loved 
being the :•people Is lawyer" more thari B~ll Pryor~. Though we 
may disagree on ari issue, I am always confident that his 
position is the product of complete intellectual hones.ty. 
He loves the mental challenge prese.nted by a complex c'ase, 
yet he. never fails to remember that each case impacts ' .. 
people I S 1i VeS • . .. 

· A $p~:::>rtscaster once said about. a former Atlanta Br?ves · 
player,. Terry Pendleton, 11 [HJ e does the right thing, .because 
it is .the right thing to do." That, Mr. President, 
perfectly describes Bill Pryor .. : Hence, it is my profound 
honor to urge.you to nominate a great .Alabamian, Generctl. 
Bill Pryor, . to the 11th Circuit Court o.f ,Appeals. 

I would be honored to assist you in any way in making 
· General Pryor' s nomination and confirmation a reality. With 

best regards, I remain, .1 

,. ·y,~ 

c.obb.-.· 
Judge 

·cc: .. Justice Alberta 11 Al 11 · Gonzales 
The Honorable John Ashcroft 

1See, e.g., Alabama v. Shelton, 535 U.S. 654 (2002) . 
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MALCOl,.t.i\~MCSWEAN 
ORADYA. REEVf.s 

. 

. R:uTH L. PAWUK 

VIA.FACSIMILE and US MAIL· 
Senator Richard C. ·Shelby 

· 110 fiart Senate Office Building . 
Washington, DC 2051 o 

· Senator.Jeff-Sessions 
493 Russell Building 
washingfon. cc 2os10 . 

. RE: .Williarn: H. ,Pry Cir i Jr. 
' ~ ' 

, Dea~"sirs: ·,. 

June 9, ,2003 

Please C1ceept my whol~earted endorsement of Alabama AttQm~y· General 
. .William H. "Bill". Pryor,. Jr. for confirmation on the. United States 1111 Circuit Court, of · · 

Appeals. '!\s much as anyone, perhaps Lmay be uniquely qualified to a.ssess his 
·• _qualifications and abilities as outlined hereinafter. . 

In 1998, I retired from the Alabama Supreme Court and was the democratic. 
nominee for attorney generaL My opponent was incumbentAttomey Genera.I Bill Pryor. 
As in all politics, the campaign did"opposition research" on BUI. Frankly, there were 
neither 11skeletons, ~ nor anything else of any merit to use· against him .. Bill Pryor Won 
that election and I came to know him well. . . 

. . 

While. serving on the Alabama Supreme Court, I had ample opportunity not only 
·to observ.a am Pryor both personally andprofessionally, but also to read the ·. 
outstanding legatbrlefs he filed with the Court. I do not recall a single instance iry any 
criminal. ciase brief that he filed before the Court inwhich l did not vote for and agree 
witn.hislegaJ position. · · · · 

··,; 

· . ·. ·. Since 1998, ·• 1 have had the pleasure of working With .Attorney Ger:ieral. Bi~I Pryor . 
in severalcases. y.,Je have even traveled togetherfrom Montgomery,Alab$rria to 
Birmingheim. Alabama while representing our respective clients. This gave me an even. 

''.greater opportunity to. observe and cometo really know hi mi., I have also visited with him : 
. many times in his office. Additionally. my wife and I have socii:ilized with BIU Cind his 
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lovely wife, Chris, and their two adorable children,.\/ictoria and Caroline. 

If catlled upon to do so, I could speak or write voluminously abou1t my respect for 
Attom~y General Pryor. However, suffice it to say the following: 

' - . 

1, Attorney General Bill Pryor is extremely intelligent and articulate. He 
enjoys a quick grasp of legal issues, coupled with an eXcellent ability to 
state them , be it in legal briefs or oral arguments. There is simply no 
question abouthis ability to serve as a federal circultjudge. · 

2. 

3. 

. . 

While.some si,ngle issue oriented·individualsmay oppose Bill's 
confirmation fot whatever reason, I find that he has the c0urage of his 
convictions. As· attorney general, he has· steadfastly ;appliec:S the law ~ven-

. handedly and witho.utfavor to any individual, often to his politiCal · . 
detriment He has never let politics or self-advancement stand in the way 
of enforcing the law,· So if yolJ will forgive aJittle inelegant colloquialism, as . 
I have said to Bill many times: 0 Bill, you've got more guts than ahog! 
(One of the ultimate compliments you could pay a man in rural Crenshaw 
County, Alabama where I grew up). . . 

Aside from Bill's legal qualificati~ns, he Is a practicing Chri5tian and,,:a 
morally upright man. As mentioned above, he has a wonderful family with 
a gifted wife. who works as. a CPA l al$O have had the opportunity of 
knowing Bill's parents. They too are fine people enjoying· great · 
reputations. . · · 

4. Attome~ General Pryor enjoys Widespread, across4he-board support in·• 
Alabama for a seat on the 11th Circuit This support includes minority .. ·. 
groups and their respective leaders, all aspects of the law enforcement 
community, judges,. attorneys an.d a host of others. This .ih and of itself . · · 
should reveal the respect Alabama citizens hold for Bill Pryor .. 

' ' ·. 
\ ' '· ' 

5. You may also be interested in the fact that when Attorney General Pryor 
ran for reelection in 20021 I broke ranks with the democrats and publicly 
endorsed and campaigned for his reelection; I also •put my money Where 
my mouth wasu by centributing to his campaign. This should show the 
appreciation I have for.the job he has de>ne as attorney general, as Vlell as · 
the friendship I bear him. · ·· 

. Finally, suffice it.to say, I believe Bill Pryor possesses the.tem;perarnent1 th~ 
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ablllty, and the moral compass to serve our country as a judge on the tt"' Circuit Court 
of Appeals. He is a very principled person. I urge his confirmation. - · 

Than~you._ 

Yours very truly, 

7.;;</5 
Terry L. Butts 
- ' 

' ' -_ 

PS: Becaµse I believe so stronglythat Bill s~ould be confirmed, I woµld be rnore · 
than willing to testify publicly on his behalf if that will help'. - -' 

·--------' -------,,--..,..._.:-_-----_,;._:_,.._ __ ,__ __ -.,--~-~ 
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2008 THIRO AVENUE SOUTH 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 3523~ 

April 8, 200l 

. VIA FAX TO 202-224-3149 AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 
The Honorable Je'ff Sessions · . . 
493 Russell· Senate Offi~e Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 · 

. . - . 
" . . . .· . :. . . . .. · 

Re:R.ecomitnendationofBillPzyor/EleventhCircuit.Court.of Appeals 

Dear Senator Sessions: 
.·. , ' . . ·. ' . . ', . . . '' 

Media reports confirm that Alabama's Attarney General, Bill J>rye>r, has. been nomillated to 
.fill the vacancy which now exists on the Eleventh Circuit. · · 

As you well know. I too arri a former Attorney Gcneralofo\D'great sta.t~ .. ·I therefore fee] 
comfortable assessing Bill Pryor's service in that elected office, as well as his fitness to serve the 
U.nited States as a Circuit Judge. As a Democz:at, I am·certain I have a more.unbiased frame,of 

· reference th8l1 many. As a lawyet with a diverse practice in Alabama- one which has seen me 
ajigned with him on some ()CcaSions and agaipst him on others - l have a better be.sis than most 
fo~ gauging, his character, fitness and ability. 

BiU Pryor is a completely independent man of unwavering convictions. H~ courageously 
takes positions dictated by·his conscience and docs so based upon a trulyintellectualsense of right 

·.·and wrong; ln this regard, his will~ngness to. be guided by pure interpretations of t;hc law superbly 
qualifies him for the federal bench. He has J1tWer, to my knowledge •. bowed to any pressure from 
c,onstituenUi or special interest groups ... In every· difficult decision he has made; his actions were 
,supported by his interpretation of the law, without. race, gender, .age, political powc;r, .wealth~ 
community standing, or any other competing interest affecting his jUdgment .. ·This is a rare · 
accomplishment, and the core re~on for this. my high~st and be$t recommendation. · 

l often disagree, politically, with Bill Pfyor. This does not prevent me from miking.this . 
recommendation because we need fair minded, intelligent, indilStrious men aild women, p0ssessed 
of impeccable integrity, on the. Eleventh Circuit. Bill Pryor has these qualities m abundance· I am 

. c::c=rtain he vnll be guided completely by his conscience and afford a balanced ana.lysis to every case 
before him, without unfair advantage .to any litigant. There is no better choice. for this vacancy. 

' .. Respectfi.illy yours,· 
···~ .. · ... ··.· ... 
. . ., L__) .-c .· . ...,...... --C""--J 

William ·J. Baxley 
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· January 31, 2003 

Honotablc:Jolm ~on 
At:tQmcy Gl:acral 
United States I)eputlnent of Justice 
950 Pr:nnsylvamaAvenuc. N.W . 

. · WashiJlgto.D~ o~c. 2os30-0001. 

Re: Alabam• Attorney Gen~rilBill Pryo~ 
'; 

,-,'L ' , , ' 

ll· 0-~=~Wm r.call a i,nJtei~ oonvc<s8tian W. had ill early May, 2ooi, 
· ·,~, when you called ta eonpatu.latc me on the successful pI!Jsccution of a fo~ JILCIDbc:J:" of the Kµ 
"' Klux Klui fC)f the· mWdcr ·of four young girls who ··died in ScptGlnbi:r, 19f,i3, wheii a b.om~· 

··o.· .. ·.· .. ~.·.·.· 

•• 

· c:xploc:ted at the: 16th Street Baptist Church in~~ A.$ the DCmocraticU. S. ,AtlQmey 
for the Northem District of Alabama, !was grateful for your adminisuation's wUlfugneas to 
allow me; to ·~.maiJl in office to compl~that important i;iase and truly appreci.tcdyour pCnonal 
telephone call .. lam 'Wliting now, as a loyal Democrat, to liupport the nominanan .of Alabama 
Attoniey .~rat Bill Pl)'or to the 11th Circµit .~.of ~peals. · 

.• . Bill Pryor becmnc Alabarn~) AttQmey Gl:lla leas than a :tear. ~fore l '.wu 
swum in as U.S. ~ttamcy. In short order we not only formed a lltl'ODI friendship; but a federal
statc workb:ig Jf>utnmhiP that I believe was second to. non.e> As .I am sure YOLI 8R awaie, the 

. wotkiq rel&tiDDSbips betwcc:nfcderal and ,state law enforcement are often vcrr ~~ 
especially when die law enft;lrccment leadership is of ditT~nt P9litical plilties .. Oar p.rtoersbi_,, 
. ho~cr. was built on mutual· respect,. trust iUld a shared desire to. sotve . tile citizens . we 
rcprc&mb:d.. His personal involvement in our joint efforts was critical to ~ succcls tha,t was 
realized, including the sUCCeSS W thB church bOmMDlf Wes. ..· . · . . . ·• . • . . 

-· 

. - . . . . .. . . . . -. , ... · '• :. - ... 
. . 

·. . . Int~ly, whil~ Bill kd. r :fouiid oW:sel..,~s in af.iecincnt on so 111.any ~rlminal 
justice issucs •. inC!Uding tho manner in which law enforcement llndprosccutorial functions sl1ould 
be cmricd o.1¢. we havo many fundamental differences .on civil and dClmeatic issui:s. Despite QUr . 

differences, however, there is no question that Bill Pryoris ·~y qualified for the federal . · 
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bench. He is a.bri.iliaot lawyer whose carem has been marked by ~cntal fainu::as .end· ID 
appreciation for the rule of law. He has a 1alid reputation for. honesty ancl lntepity that greatly 
contributed to his overwhelming re-election by the people Alabama. 

I bolievc:: you will find that Bill Pryor is held in high regard by people on both 
sidca of the political aisle and bf people of all ril.ces and gender .. ~·has provided outst&ndinz · 
public .~ t.o ·.the people of Alabama and ~~c is· i1t1 doubt he will serve with even greater· 
distinction as ;1 federal jurist I sincerely hope that he wi.ll t'CCcWe a f.&vorable rcQJmmeruhation 
from the DepiUUileDt of. Justice and that hi~ name 'Will he forwarded by the President for 
eoofirmation by the Senat~. · · · 

•. 

· I have pledged to assist in Bill's nomina · anfirmation process in any way 
· I can. Plea.se clo nat bQsitate t.o call en me. 

GDJ:kwk 
ce: Honorable Larry. Thompson, Deputy Attorney General 

. Honorable Bill Pryor · .. 

v . 
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, • .:~:.: 0i1U~\~I AJ":"" 

• ,. :· f··~' . ..the Elevt!!nth Circuit Court of Appeals; IA,Jrjng his illustrious c.ar~r'OcncralPryor 
· ·' ••• ;.i: ~:;«t•I ......... , . . . ; has demonstrated his conipassi(in for the dtizens. o{ Alabama in co\uitless. ways. : 
:::·:,~;'.;,~~'.""' .. ~ . • .·.···Of special importance to tjiose ofus who serve oruhe Board ofDirccfors of The ·. · ; · 
,,,,.,,, .. ,: ;;.;;,.,,, ". Women'!\ Fund of Greater Birminghatn has .. been, his.fijeus onJhep.ight of victllris 
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· . · " ... -.- ": :'- ·· ' . money to The Women's Fund to crca:t/md tmplcmcnt a in~ngfw;·progiarri~to_, ' ··· · 
~ \ . :~·~ ~-~. · combat domestic violence in Alabama. Those of us on the board Went to work to ... 
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March 17, 2003 

.. Dear Serta1Gn Session and Shelby, 

. . . 

l undentand that Attorney Genena1 Bill Ptyqr is being eon.idered fbr an atppcililtmcnt to 
•he EllM:nlh Ci~it Court of Appeals. lwould welcome lll.IC:h a nomination. J 
·m!"lntia111ed, to my Board in0ur regular meeting latt Thunday, thatl .aUld be seilfling 
this letUr. lhe entire Board of Directors of Penelope House Family Violence Center here 

. irn Mobile. AL, u~animously asked that I include them in •pport of'this nominatio~. 

Attorney .General Bill "Pcyor '1as been a long time supporter and ad~tc of Penelop" · 
House. and haS worked tirelossly to protea women litd childre11 from the dangers of 
domestic; viotcnc:e. To st.ow hi.a love and. support for out efforts lo assist victims ·of 
domestic violence, he has auended our Kiss A Cop ~lcbration miry October far rhe past 
five yean. October is Doinesii~ Violence Awareness momb, ud for the pal.· 111 yu.r1 

Penelope Houtc has held a lu~eon. which we callKiSI A Cop. to honor 8nd recognize 
the effort1 of' our loc-.al and state: law cnforc:cmcnt offic;ial1 with whom we partner in our 
fSiforts lo prDtect and Sel'Ve victims of domeltic violence. When Bill Pryor raisc1 bi• 
v0ice in support of ow mission. it enables us to reach every member of our community . 
. Attorney Cicneral. Pryor nOt onlyjoio• a;ia every ~ober in celebration of domeltic . 
violence &WU'llDCSS month, but aiables us to reach a be wide uudi-=ncc al ewir)'. 
opportunity. Tbtee' years ago he readied and touched the hearts ofthoulUlda of 
Alabamians when he: phu:cd a drawing by one Of Our ahelter children OD the. C:O~ of his 

. Christmu card. · 

AltomeyGeocral Pry1Dr. is. ever vigil~· regarding any funding which maY h«.ome . 
. availabl~ to our prograJDf and kecpa us infQrmcd about these sou~. He .iw.ys .·· . 
mppom cmr cft'orta to obtain granis, Biid follows and aupporta loaisl*tion which may be· 

. of conc:cm to the domestic violence programs ~ghout our ltde. · 

Bill Pry()T will brio~ to the Federr.1 Bench. tbe qualities thai· .n Americans c~ahOHe is· .. · 
Joyal to hia State and his Country, ia a ma.n of principal and integrity. is hishly imel1i&CJlt. 
and mo!•t of all ia a man who has immense comp"siori and res~ tbr hisJeJ!ow huinan .. · 
beings. · · 

&i 0:, -i4sw. EdD 
Eucuti·ve Director 

··••··•··· ........ (.--.··.·.· ... ~.·· .···· vm.p '. . . · .. ·-' . _' ·-·--·· ......... -. '""~ .... _.,, _ .................. ~, . .-·":",...,.. ..... ,.~ ' • 
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C•lf.A,~ • . 
.a·:;>"~:e,~.:= .: . ..:•· 

Re: Nomination by Senator Jeff Sessions ofAlabama Attorney GeneraLWilliam' 
· Pryor to the United States Court ofApp~als fer the Eleventh Ciri:uit 

· Dear Senators ~eahy, Kennedy, Bideli, Kohl 1 Feinstein, Feingold, Schumer, Durbin and 
Edwards: · · · · 

·PIE!ase ~ccept this l~tter as our Jaw firm's unitecf.·endorsem•mt ofSEtl)at()r qeff 
Sessions's nomination of Alabama Attorney Genetal.VJllliam Pryor to:tne .. Ur.ite~ Sl~te.~ 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. · · · 

. ' . ·' ' .,-

We are each lifelong. Democrats who h~ve ·substantially contributed to Democratic 
. . candidates and supported Democratic principles and ideals. While we have some political 

differences with Attorney General Pryor.we believe that those political differences arefar 
overshadowed by his excellent judicial qualifications and professional attributes. 

. . ' ·. . . 

We have ce>m(J to know Attorney GeneraLPryor quite well from working over the past . 
three ·yearn with him on a close personal basis in complex litigation Where the Stat13 of 
Alabama has sued a number ofthe major United .States oil and gas companies for fraud 
in connectiion with allegations of ynderpayrnents of royalties owed to the Stale frt>m 
production ofoffshoregas welis. Throughthatregular contact with Attorney General Pryor 

' . ' ( ' ' . : . . ' ' ' ' ' ', - ' ' ' . ~ ' . ··. ~ . ' . 

"~ 
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·~· 

and his staff, we have come to know him veiy ;errand can report that he is terrifically 
gifted in ht:s knowledge and application of ttie law. · 

We can eonfidentlyassureyou ahdthem.erribers oftheJ\Jdic;:iary .cornmittHth~t 
Attorney General Pryor has always followed the law; whether it WilS to his liking or not. Jn 
other words, we have seen no evidence that ~ttomey General Pryor would use his position 
as an appE~llate jurist to legislate from the bench .. · · · · 

Thank.you for giving .Attorney Gerier~IPryor every favQrable ccmsideration. · 

· DGVVjr/sg 

cc: Senator Jeff Sessions 
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· Senator< Jeff Sessions 
493 Russell Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 2051 o 

Dear Jeff:. 

. 218 COMM!lt.CE. ST.RE!'.? 
POST. Oi'l'I':t ··ox ~J6o 

l>IOllTGOl\lE!lY •. ,1,.!.AllAMA 
36103-1160 

(334) 269">.·H3 

T 0 'LL Fl!. t£ 
(Boa) i~i-20H'. 

TE!.F.COPIEJl 
t~Hr9S~•7SS5 

. March 25 .. 2003 

I~ tAUl •1&iJ.Jl-~a&·.• 
... ·s.1• llAY&I Ill . ' 

SCAal.l'fT& JI. T~L&'r 

CRlll•T0rft&a ••. ••"•".--···· 
•0"'1.11,AIHJ.EY 1-.C&v.L••~ 
s..a·a.:v ,. .. GUl.8T0fll • .1& .• ... 
D;, ,.~ICRAU. "llNDa&W.1. 

M&L~••A .. -.~: P&ICKl.'fT . ................... ,. ... ' ....... . 
;,D11W ·••· ,. .••• fJf8G:il 
_1'S!ll•El.LY a.,/W•I• 
:111¥•• ...... ,. 

•A&.a....un:.-111.~ ·., 
·AriLlil'-rnD .. -...... "--·•.M.16.-n-.•--... 
·~AINUl'hD-~ ' .. -.................. .......... 
·~...,rraa• .... _... ·--·-····' •..-.....-nw-~-~· . ::m=:::-.....=·-~ 
....... 4'111CP1'1111Dlft:Xu', -.-;·· __ ->.' '• 
·Al.ta~-~ . ..c.-

l understand that Bill Pryor will be nominated for a vacancy on tine Eleventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals. In my opinion. that will be a very good appointm~l'.11 fur the 
President ) have known Bill since he worked for you in ,the Attorney General's offi~e ·· 
and .!·believe that he has an of the necess<lry qualifications to do an outstanding jobon. 
the federal bench. I am writing to support his nomination. · · · 

' - ' . . ' ' ,• 

The· Attorney General and I. come from different. political parties and·' have 
disagreed on a number of issues; However, I have tremendous respe~ for him. and 
sincerelybelieve that he has served the state well as Attorney Ge~eral. r would have · 
done some tnings differently, but that alone does not keep me from supporting him now. 
Bill Pryor is 1extremely bright and· is a recognized student of .the law. His charcicteris 

.beyond reproach and, in my opinion, he willbe fair and judicious if he is nomh'.iated and 
confirmed by the Senate. . . 

Hopefully.the Senate confirmation will not be a problem. I recommend Bill Pryor 
tq you anq other members of the.Senate without reservation. 

Sincerely, 

~LBEASLEY 
·42 . 
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Senato.r Jeff Sessions 
. United States Senate 

493 Russell Office Building 
Washington, D;. C. 2os10· 

A.pril 9, 2003 

. . 

RE: Nomination of Attorney GeneralBillPryortoU.S, Court of ~~als for the 11th 
Circti;it . . . . .· . ·. . 

pearSenator Sessions: 

·· . J write this letter in support of Attorney G~n:cl"ai BiU:PcyciT-1s nominatioJ1 to the• .. 
11th Cireuit Court of Appeals. As the senior Staff Miofiiey-m'tlie Viol~t Crimes Division . 
and a 20 year veteran of the Alabama A ttdmey General's Office, I have· had many 

. occasions to work closely with General Pryor on many issues. I have also had.the · 

. opp()rtunity to spend time with General Pryot outside of the office environmentand l · .· 
.. col'lsider him a friend. I have found General Pryort() oe extremelY. bright and in¢lligeilt . 
With an ~aiing knowledge and understanding of the legal issues facing oµr Sta,te. and our 
country today. While I do not always agree with him of every issue, !respect Bill . > 
Pryor's opinions because I know that his p()sitions on the isStif'.S are not b8$ed on what.is.· 
popular or politically expedient .Bill does what he sincerely believes is right acconilllgto 
the. ~, and the facts in every case;:. · 

In ;IllY opinion, BillPryor has been a great Attorney General mid l ~ve enjoyedwor.k:ing: 
for him.. While I hate to see hiin leave tllli; pffice, I know thatb~ing a f~eral judge has · .. · 
been a life long dreaill-qf Bills and°I kriow that he has the qiJalifications andtemperam.ent 
. to be .a great. federal judge. · I hope to see hiSdteam become a reality: . 

. , 

' ~· : . ~· 

Sincerely, · - ~· " · 

· 71P.·-~. ·. ~ .... ::."~;. ~;;:- ·' . d 
.· .. ·:~ ... ., .. 

·, . 
- GerrifVtiV." Grant .·. ·· 
· · Assisfuit Atfumey Generat . 

. 
: .... ; ·-.. : .... 
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.April 24. 2003 
. . . 
Senator Richard. Shelby 
1 iO Hat1t Senate Office Building 

. W~gtQn, DC205IO 

Dear Senator Shelby: 

· Stephanie c. BillillgslCa . 
Office.of theAttomey .Oencrail 
I~. South Unioti S~et .· .. • 
~ont,gomery, AL 36qe>< 

l. 

. . 

I write this letter in suPJ>ort of Attorney General Bill Ptyot's nomination to the 
Eleven1h Circuit Court of Appeals. General Pryor~ been my boss for ove( six YC81'S· I have 

· truly·~oyed working for him. He has impeccable cbaractet aD.d .the judiciattemperammt 
Dccessar)' for such a high calling, He is a very. competent and astute advocate for the state.· He 
ac:c;epts nothing .·but 'outstanding representation of the state. As Attorney General~ ·he 'has 
exuded a:L high standard of ethics and has always taken his oath of office and duty owed to the.. · 
people of Alabama ~ously. · 

I have tremendous ~pect for General. Pl"f or ~ausc:'he has been· o~ \V1iose. integrity 
!Qr enforcing the law is above reproach. He has always taken legal ·poslµons ~ w¢c:: 
necasary to preserve our state's rights even when thcJK>sitions were con¢~ to. J'(>Pular 
<>pinion. As the state's top law enforcer, he has always~ opinions.an controversial 
iSsues ~ on the taw rather than beinfiuenced. by his own pemonal views or politics. His · 
not:lble rec0rd of &pplyingthe law is what makes hini an execllcnt. choi~for the Elcwenth 
CircuitCourfof Appeals. · · · · · 

Shortly after his appointment in 1997, (Jeneral Pryor created the Public Cortuption· 
and Wbi1te--eollar Crime Division of the Attemey Oencral"s Office. This di\liSion was created · 
to ~;ute public corruption, complex econoIIJ.ic crimes, election &awl, bid-riggiJig. ~ 
ethi~ code violations. ·The Public Coquption and . ~teoeollar Crime .Dhlision quickly. 
became.the most visible division intheAttpmcyGeneral's.office and gain~a~~n.of ... 
respect The Public Corruption 8l1d Whi~CQllar Crime Division .!ms ... beeQ· .. <>QC of.the.mo~ 

. S\lccessntl divisions in .the Attorney General's Office,.I applaud General Pryornot CJD}yfor.his 
. foiqight in dctcnnining that su;;h a division was n~~ but for his ability .tQ bring in~giity 
to public conuption. and White-collar crizne. prosecutions. The. public •s p~tion that. the 
Public Corruption and Whim.Collar Crime Divisi9n is notari instrument .used to. target 
political opponents is attributable to General Pryot's code of ethics and .his ability to: be 
evenhancle.c:I in the pursuit of justice. · · 

. . . . . ·• .· . -

As an African.Arrieric~ l believe that Gcrieral Pryor has beeD. fair and sensitiVe ti> 
· n.lcial iss:~. Shortly after the creation of the Public Conuption and White>Collllr Crime 

Division. I was appoint~ by Oeneri.l ?ryor to prosecute cases in the divisipa (k,ne.ral Pryor · 
. promoted me just after five· months in office fmd presented me with a spec:ial. 111erit rai$C lor 



••·'--> 

. · .. r:·.· .•. '.·."o.r .......... · .. ·.-if-

Page2 Aptjl~4, ~003 

outstanding WOik ttRe yem Jater, , He awarded ly.1Cl A.ffican-~erican special agmtS the 
·. Attorney {lencrat·s ,A.ward of.Excellence in the area· of inwstigations for 2901 and 2002. 

Geneml Piyor created a stato-wide menroring program that has benefited AfriCSD-America.n 
·children as well as other minorities. He a1sq supported t1)e removal of the m.µ on iii~ilil. . 
rXuunage from the Alabama State Constitution. . , . · · · · . 

' ' 

· The State of ~ama has been very fo~ to have Gener8I Pryor u it& tqp laW 
eriforcer. The citizens of Alabama. ~rgia and Floridl will also be fortunate to have ~ 

. Pxyor as one· of its jurist on the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. . . . 

I wholeheartfdly support .GeneJ'al Pryor's nomination to the Eleventh Circuit CoUrt of· .. 
Appeals and believe that he will interpret and apply the Jaw with integritfand c:barac:ter. · 

. ·,_ . ' 

· Thank ~u for eonsidcring this letter of suppcrt If additional in1bimation is n~ 
:Youmaycontactmcat(334)242,.747o.· · ··· · · · · ·.· 
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HDllOrahle Jejf Ses$i~ns 
United States &illltor .. 
493 Russell Bldg 
Wa.rhingtoJJ DC105JO 

Detll' Senator Sessions 

(b)(6) 

1 om writing iJt support of Bill Pryor, 110minee for tM judguhlp on the 
' United SlaJu Circuil Court of Appeals for the Elnelllh Circuit. 

( 

P11aons ll1ld grotip8 supptJrltng individuals With. dllobillli~ have questioned 
· Mr. Pryor 'afain18p as. afe4ral judge becarise oflli8 ltgal·po8itio;, on;IM 

· ·appl/Cailon Q/IN M,ieritans wjth Di3abillties ~Cl"'"- •tma. 17"8 /egal 
JKJ&.ltlon in "o way· reflects on Mr. Pryor 's treatmsnt or emplO)Rant of 
/ff'r1ons with distibilitiu. · · 

Ifs )iOll know, I haH a speech problem resulli11gfto'in · "'"" t:erwbiol pol.ry. I 
worlr.d t11 an assistant anorney general in ;he .Alahama .A.tt,orney Gsneral '• 
(J./Jleefor 2J years under six Attorneys General. · Mr. Pryor, a.t .A.no,Mj · 
General. fl'eated me with a dignity.and respect I hiJd ntit aperiiRu:ed Iii that. ( 
office. Hi val&l6d me as a perrt)n and as an atto,.,.,.y. It gave me a helleft~ . 

• "')'Sill/ thil! I pre~lou.Sly did not have. 

/Jllriilg Mr. l'ryot 's teiziln as A.norney General, i~al indhldvals with 
· ,disabUltie1 have been employed In I~ Attorney Ge,.-al'• Ojfics. 

Regardi71g Mr. Pryor 's position on enforce:,,,~nt o/IM Voting Ri,hu ~et • 
. . let me iu.ffn you and t/le me111b~rs of your ~ommitlee that he u .~· 

COif'!•ming co11tpll~ with thpt/aw. /twas 1lf)> dMIJI 17;· tJt. A.nornq · 
.~al'a. ()jfice to nbmitlt:Bi.s./lllion affecting votiJW liJ ,,,. Unilitl $tatU 
· Alto~y General for pr.ecletn'ance under the ·Yoting Righl1A.ct. Mr.·· Pryor 

, i11.tilietlf,)n/ull ~omplitml% wi_th the Act andfederaJ,,guJallom gavmiiilg 
submwians. ·· · · · · · · 
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J /ciww that Mr. Pryor will make cm. eicelle1'tfederal judge. 

Sincerely; 

Lynda K,,ight Wooqalf. 
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William k9l,9r 

(b)(6) 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions. 
Uirited States Senate · 
493 Russell Sen.ate O:ffic~ Building 
Waslringtc~ nc· 2os10 

D~ S~:or Sessi0?1.S: 

March 26, 2003 

• I 

n ~ been brought to my attention that, Alab~a Attorney General Bill P.cyor i~ being 
ccms:idered.for appofutment as a Federal Circuit Court ofApp,eals Judge in the Eleventh Circ'clit 

I Jl4ve W'orked with and for Bill Pryor for a period of seven years while employed by the State 
of Alabama Office of the Attorney General~ When Attori:J.ey Gei:u:rai Pryor was appointed to 
serve out yc1ur lllle.xpired tezm a.S Attorney General, I was selected to sc:rve as the Law 
Enforcement Liaison UD.der hiS administration. · · 

I can honestly ~ay that Bill Pryor is one of the most honest, 1mstworthy and loyal people that I 
have ever mid the pleasure to work for. Attorney General Pryer's Oommimumt to fajr and 
·D:npartiaijw.tice will qualify him to serve in any court in o'tir land. He is ··a highly intelligent 
person and he 1seem.s to have the ability to sort out the. fuost. 2ojrjplex problems in. ~vil and · 
criminal matters without any difficulty. . 

During my employmentwith·Attomey General Bill Pryor, I hid the opportlmityto travel 
arolind the state with biDi. and he is highly respected i,.y evc:ry(;ne tha~ knows hhn· He is a God
feariJig family man, and his et:Jiical and mo'ral values are above.reproach. 

• •", ' ' I 0 •, ·, • j •" : ",' · : i • i."',•• ' "'• l ' · -_ .',. 

I suPJ>ort this nomination with no rescrv~tlqns, .and any ~dc:ra:tio:ti giv~ to .this 
appointment will be app~ed. I don 'f ~?w '?fa more quali:fied.~erson for this judgeship. · 

· sincerely; 
•!••. .. • • •••••• 

··~~;r+ 
. .Bilf Ta.Ylor · · 

::·· '• .,!":,.,.. >. I ••, '' • ,' f' • 

I,': ':, 

. : _\'1 ~: .• ; .. : '·: 

" . 
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SenatorJ_eff Sessions . 
493 Russell Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20510 

March24;2003 
·, - ' i 

. ·Haskell SlaugtiterYo'imu & Reqiker. LlC 

_ 1400 Park Place ToW9r 

2001 Parle Place North · 
. . 

Birmingham, Alam;Jna .35203 

t.205.251.1000 ·11 .2os .. a24.113a 

Re: . Bill Pryo~ - Ele~en th Circuit Court of Api>ea.Is · .. 

pear.Senator Sessiens~; ! ·c· :. :.:·:· .... ,, ·>' .: ··. · ·. ;.>, , · .• · ·. · • · · 
. . 

·.;-·; ; . ~,·_ :·.:, -'..-: --. := ~·:.·:t_~:~;:.;!'!{· ·r ·~;; 1. · • .•. ;·_· -~ .. ; .. ,;· :.: . 

i·: . =:·. Iwri~ to:.~dotse:.apd.~upport y.rholeheartedly ~:.noDJination of Attqmey Gen~ Bil+ 
Pryor to serve .on the United.State;s Court of Appeals for, th~rEleventb: Circuit ·• My :only~'regref' 
wou}d be that William Holcambe·Pryor; )r. could not serve in two poSitiom,at:the ·~ametime; .. ··. 
becaU.Se he hasbeen an Outstanding Attorney General for this State, and we ha,te to '"lose" him ·.· 
from that role. But l;Hll will make an outstanding jurist, .as I'm about to expla.i:ci.. 

: . ;•'. · .. 
My relationship to Bill. fryor: is that he has been· my legal "boss" in some secUiitles 

eriforcementlitig~on·I ha~e conducted for the State of A:labama·'s SeCl,liities Commission 'Smee 
1999. : ln additlon· ta that,. he has ·OVer time Tf'.spOndetf promptly and VefY effectively Whenever a 

. m~ber of our .fum has needed guidance or assistance fr0m him or hls office~ . ' · · 

All whC>Jmpw Bill Pryor will agree th?.! for sheet brainpower, and tnb ca.pa,City to absorb, 
· eva:luate and actpmdently and very competently upon large amounts ·ofinfomation, he has few 
rivals in· thiS'State. : ·The phrase, ~'rtuick study,"\vould no~ do justice to him. ,He can and regularly 

· i does .eXhibit the· ability to master difficult and .complex issues; including .cimstituti9nal. public 
interest,-erimiilal. law ancl procedtii'al issues. He has an outstanding "mix" of experiences .since.· 
.finishing right at the tOp of his class at Tulane Law School, which will co11tribute making him a · 
great judge: private law practice with tw.-0 -leading fun:ts. (including Cabaniss Johnston, where I 
started pra~ce in 1 ~67); .public ~erVice astbe :State,'s litigation co1.Ul$d in comtitutlo~· voii.rig . 
righ~, .civil·' md ctjminal ··cases .. before. b~coming Attorney· General, and. then: ffi.s :oumtaridfug 
~etvicem successi9n ~ $.eJµ.!oxBes.§IDn.s in_ that post; .·5cho~.and.~~ in ;are~.0£staelfed~ 
relatio~.an~:·comity, consti~oriaI law ana.'pub]jc poli~·.teacher; ana.,.·8d,visct :tti:'·sta,te and .· 
federal agep.cies ~d departments~ Bill Pzyorisa:Jea.der, alicl has exhibited throughout his career 
all the;qualiti~s:ofa-f'self-'starter" who understands the value· of hard w?rk. 
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. I recently h~ the. pleaSm-e of. sitting with Bill to discuss ismes~·of constitutioll810Iaw; 
federalism. and pubJic policy on two ·different matters,· and .bis easy mastery of difficult iSsue~ ·is · 
daunting. He has demollst:rated throughout his public)ife that he 8ppi:oa,ches legal and·. pubpc . 

· . poliey 'matters in a judicious fashion, grasping e.ach side of the fame and weighjng co~petilig 
considerations fairly. Bill Pryor is a conservative and a believer in our free ente;tprise systeni; . 
bl1tJris career shows he did notjust"adopt"that Stance but.arrived aHt baseclon lol);g studY and 
due deliberation. He is regarded as ethical, compassionate and not "hide· botind" i~ his views 
(for example, I <was struck by his concept of. flexible "cooperative. Federalism''· in last· year's:, .. 
Senate · consideratiOil of Clean .Air Act issues). . There is no doubt that he is~ and .~ be, . 
scrupulowly. honest, fair and ~partifil as a judge, and will follow the law and the CpnstitutiOlL 

I ask that you take Bill Pryorto the Piesident, anq tb.e Senate,. a.S so~ ··~ ~cable, iC> 
J.llakeitpossible for him •to serve in a position wher~; before very long, h~ will be orie; of the.· 
riation' s most i:nfluentifil and respected jurists.· 

0 

.Sinit~··· 
J. MichaelRediker 

JMR/]mr. 

\ ' 

.: 

•

.. ·.· c· -.'··)···.··· :··· .· 
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~·· .+ ffi.kUI SI~~~!·!~. 
Tllomls l. kliiba; Eaq. 
~KtDial :ag5.25U·Ull. 
qtiay•' 

Senator Jcff S•ions 
493RusscJJ ()ffice e._iJdi11g . 

· WasbinJ:len~ D.C 20510 · 
. . . 

'· Sc:.aal&:>rRichard C. Shelby 
llO HaJ1, Semtc Office Bldg. 
Washington, I>C 20s 10· · 

-·. -·' • < 

March 281 2003 

}tc; Bill PryoT -Eleventh Circ1,1.it Court :c:>f App~a\a 

liaskaH Slftugtnef Joung 6 Radlkllr. l LC . 

1400 !'alt~ Tcwior 
., 

2DD1 Pilrk .. Plilc111 North 

SimdnohalTI, Af~bQma 35203 .. 

t. ZIJ5.Z51.1000 I f. 2oS,32'1.) 133 . 

:!) . Dear seooiDrasC..ions and Shelby: . . 

I have beard tbat the Honorable William H. Pryor, Jr. may be considtnd far ncJmiriatiom 
to the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and ( '!Jfl both hon0i'cd ind pleased tc) 1hBR my 
thoushts abo11l Bill Pryor· and his suitability for con$idi:ratiori·.for. such· an appointmcnt. At lhe 

. 011lsc:t l have lo· ailmi~ that \Vhilc I. endorse ~ ~up}X;'rt his nom.iution to serve OI') ·~. Eleventh 
Circuit I do.)lDf: wish Alabama to.lose one oflts.bcstaltorn.eys andniostccrecthrepobUcirervanta. 
If the ~lcvcnth Circuit is U> be cn1lanccd it will be afA)abnma's'1oss. 

l have bcon in 8nd around state govw;:mmcntfor mlll1y years ~ have comill·to belicvo that 
~cictal Pryr'Jr is one of the best, jf not th" best~ Attorney General . ~n rocent ~DS. Other . 
a~tomoys whose opinion.11 I have:: come to respect ·aver the years· share this view of Bill Pryor. 
hlc1w.li:d.·in .tlt1°'5· list would be Bill Stephens. genet14J counsel to the Retireme1nt Syat,cms a~·· 
Alabama, Joe Bora. tho Pirector cf the Alabama Securities Commission am:I many othen~ · 

To be SllTC, other Altomeys Gen~ ha.vc\,ccnmore,bombastic and dianSIJ18tic and ~t 
is. \I/hat.in my mind at least. sets Bill P[)'CJr .Pan from th~ J)3CL He is resczvcdand quiet, ~ut & · ' 
is.·also.C!(traordinarily h.right o.nq·thougbtful.Morc importantly, I th.ink. Bill Pryor.is .one of the 
few penans l have known· who posseascs absolute integrity. · 1. can think of no finer appoin1ment 
to the Eleventh Circuit. · · · · · 

'.J 

I brlicw Ocn~al Pryor will prove to be one cf our a:>\intzy's .finost· jurist.~. In my 
· personal cletlin1~ with him he has manifested an easy iyutery ofcompt. and. dffficultlegal 

' ' '' . '. ' .-. . . ·· .. : , . - . ·, .i) 
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March 28, 2003 . ,,· 

issues .. tn truth, in my most recent meeting \Viih him. I· was awed by his complete knowleidgc •of 
the unique consti lutional · issue then· in disc:U!sion'. 1 have:. visited with sc:~ra1 Attomeys · Ocnc:ra[ 
during niy yoan of practice before tho Bar, but l have to tell you, I was ne\'er so impressed u I· 
was an that day, I have attached the l~tler I sc:nt to Jlichanl Allen afltcr that meeting. 

- . ' ' ' 

At the time I wrote to Richard I had not a clue that Senator Sessions would dOBire ·to 
know my posilion rcg.rding Bill Pryor's nominations. to tho Eleventh Circuit Ir.what the 
President saeks is a. bright, fair-mindOO,.dclibcsratc judge. he has .founcl such a. pcraon i11 Bill 
Pryor. I wholeheartedly support his nomination to the Eleventh Circuit and indt:fJd cannot lhiDk 
or. better nominee. . .. . . . . 

0 

.··.6)··.'.+-... ··.··.··.····· 
·-_..·: 

' - I 
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FRED fl. CATE 
Disti11g1Jlfl11rrl Profusor and Ira C. lh~n F;,cuhy Fellow 
OircctDr, Centi:rfor !.pplied Cybersecuriiy Research 
Senior Policy Advi-.or, HunfX:Jn & Wll#ams Center. 

for lnfottnation Policy Leadership 

The Hon; Bill Pryor 
Attorney Gmleral 
·State of Alabama 
11 South Union Street 
Montgomery,, AL 36130 

· ' Dear Bill: 

. Indiana University School ofla~Bloomington. 
211 South Indiana Avenue 

Bloomingu:in, Indiana 474CIS-7001 
TelephOne (Bll) 8SS•ll6l 

.Facsimile (812) 855-0SSS 
E-Mail bte@indiana.edu 

. . 

May12, 2003 

I was delighted to learn of your nomination to the U'.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh 
Circuit. Your intelligence, judgment, and integrity arc exceptional in my experience; I 81'Jl 
confident you will be a superb jurist. · . 

· I am a registered Democrat and probably disagree with t\vo.;thirds or more of the 
sUbstantive positions that at least the media attribute to you, but lean.not think of anyone whose 
fairness, judgment, and respect for people and the law I would trust more. In all honesty, lcannot 
think of anyone I know better qualified to be a federaljudge. ·· · 

So l write to offer not only heartfeltcongtit~tions, butalso .any help I can .provide 
during the confirmation process. If you need an acadcmtic witness, letter for the teeonl, or 
anything else within my power, don't hesitate to let me know; 

Again. congratulations! 

Y ot.lrs sincerely, 

Fr . Cate 
i~tjnguished ·Professor and 

Ita C. Batinan Faculty Fellow 
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•<000 .AMlOo.J•h•IW•DACAT P1Ji1.A 

April l O; 7.003 

·a)'u~L AND UCSJMJJ,E .. 

• ·;ltjelli:rd.C.· Shelby 
'.\Jait,ed Slat- ~enJtcrr 
: l;tO U:ct Scnalc:; Office a1dg. 

· 'Waabington,D.C. 20"10 

lf!ff'S~ons 
·. United SI.ates Sc:natc: 

4!U Ria1ell BM&. 
WC1Sbington1 D.C. 205 iO 

Dear Sc:.nators ~tby anc.J S~.cillic~: . 

My ~e .is Patrick. C..~o~;. ~.nm !II Afrlc~l~A"'Crican who i' a pannerat th~ law. · 
·. ·fimlof Maynllfdo Cooper & Gale·inBir&ningbam.. Al~ama.. l-"'tite.this letter in support 1•rthc•. 

. . · DOIDiMliOD o!Alahxina Attomey GeaecaJ Bill Pryor to t~e United Si:£lGS raurt of .l\ppea_IS for tho., 
· -mc:-.·cs1th CircUit. · · · 

l tim met Mr. Pryor when h.e wasin. private; 1uicti"' before he beean~ Attorney 
· , ~l l lsa~ foJlcwed bis career clo~ly. J gres.dy respld hill intclll=ericc, hmd worlc and . 

integriry. l abw admire Mr. l'Iycr's \l.lilluJl.ne.ss to JCIUl wh~ ullW!= arc UJi"1iJ1.in.: ro di> SI> -
pm1ic~arty cm t~ •~sue of race. · . · · · · · ' · · · 

. .. for exoiaruplc, Se\'cnll yesrs age Mr ~cycrwas inSttwneritaliu rbc PMlafe o~ a 
· -Cl'lrt5tit'1tionoJ omendmenL $t1iking a provisioo i11 the Alal>msa CanetirutiQn tµ,it barr"d 

misccti~c:awion. (Speeifieally, ~ p r<ivision ba.ried interraci11l malliajcs beiween Whites 1111~ b~ic!· 
, but no oll1er. rac:ial or ~ic group ) Mr. Prypr w~ Cl= «?nlY white stat.cWida elected o!!idal •• · 

inclu4i:ng\bo1h Democrats and RepublicaJ.ll' --who fron1the011tsel pe,ih1ic.ly and 11eh"eJY supported 
the proposal amcn<imcnt. .l-!.e appearetl nn radio talk shows~ wrote cclit.ririal pieees and· made 

'•--'--
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. .:}Ucbard C. Shelby 
. ..\Jeff Scissions ·.· . 

. ::· ~A.Pn1 10. 2003 
::P.qe2 

,. nwilero1i11 Spfleehes urging voters to rid the Alabama Constitution ofthiS iminotaJ relic of Ai.abama's · . 
· Jiin Cro11V da)'$. · · · · 

. . . 

Mr. Pryor's support of the proposal was gutsy; As a Republican in Alabama, be had 
nothing politically to gain and much to lose. Indeed. on electian day, several rural c;ounties voted .. 

.. ~ · asainst the proposed amendment. which passed by a somewhat narrow margin. 
. ~ 

. . Mr. Pryor's active 5upport of the prcpC?Al was consistent with bis etfort throughout .. 
· bis tenule as A!tomey General to reach out to the minarity·commuziity in A1abmDa: On repeated. · 

occasi011is, Mr. P!yor accompanied me tO political functions in the black COJllPlunity iri an effon to 
. . demounate that the Alabama Anomey General serv~ all citizens in our swe. Often, be was rhe 
· . onlywhite c:lected official ac these events. This speaks volumeS·in tenns of biS willin.gness k. . 
. : .address 1he thoniy issuie of race in Alabama. · 

For the i;easons expressed abOve (and others), !strongly support the nomination of 
Mr. PryCII' to the United. States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. · 
' . . . ' ' 

Sincerely, 
,:-t \Pt .••... E ... ••. . Ac5'\:o:, ~ 

. · Palrid< C. Coop<r > <: 

·, .. ' 

. Oos'76116.oi 

MA.YN.~. Coo~:ER & GALB. P.C .. 
' ···~ 
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·· SARRY w.; )i.sHE>Eso01RE 
.. , .•. 546 CA~ONO~LET S'rRF;:Er ' 
'NEW ORL.EANS ·. LOUISIANA'' :70·130 ...·.· 
.. '· . .. .· " '· . . . ' : •' .. , ;· . ·. 

TELEPHONE;· ($04) SQ3"0S43 

·,: .,:: 

'' ''' .. :' 
· ·- FAX:· <s¢4> s~~~oe4.3 · ·. . :,,: 

•. ';' 
( .· ..... 

. · :HonoiableJohri Brea~· 
. , ~en;ltor . . . . . .. 

' 503 Hai:tSenateO:fficeBuil~g .· · . 
Washington •. I>~t. 2os10· ··· 

. ' '· . . . .... · .. : ·' 

.· ... · D~ar se1lator BrcaoX: ·, . ' 
; : . ··, '" ., . . . : . 

',·· . 

. ··. ,,·,·. . ...... 

. 'J~y 3, ~003 
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· .. · .. 
·. : ·r.:' 

"' .. ' ,· . . : _: ; ~- ~ 

.& · : · · . , .. · ·.·· ·· ·I wrjtc to \llge tl)at you supwrtthe·nomination QfrnY ftje;nd, Alabama A,ttorney ·· ..... 
. · ··•.· ··~· .i · .. 'General ·Bill Pryor,· to theElev~nth CircUit Court of Appeals,· You show4. do,-so .~oth Jly: ,' " 

·. ·: •····· .• ' opposing any, Ofilibuster oi his nomination .~d by voting for his· tonfinnatiori when: .. ·filS·:.: ,. : . 
:<-< .n:Oinination comes·1o·ttie··.sebate floOr . . ·-. .:- .· .. :··· .. : .. '. ·:... . -~· .. _, .. -·· ·-\- ... : . __ ~ .. ~ > ·~· .... ..\':.,.~·~::·: .. ; ... · ~ .... , i. 

. . ' . . ., . ~ . . . . . . . . . ,. . ". . ' . . . .• .. r·::,~ .. 

' . ' . . . .. . . . . . (Jeneral J'ryor has serv~ hf~. State anc(Nation wen as Attorlie~r Gene~af since·, ·. 
·•. :. · 1998, h~ving b~ ret;lectcd. in 2oorwitll 59% .. of the yo.te;: . Hi~ .ret9rd b~ :earned. 'liiln respe~t;.: . : 

... :· . . 

and s~ppon frolll au. quarters in: Alab~a a!ld across the ·Nation. cuttin.s a(:ro'ss PartY Jin¢s. ·· ... 
, ·.•' lll=fore· becoming the theri"'.youngest Attorney (,l~ne~l'in th~ Nation,. -Bill served .·a! :Dq>utY. ·.'.' 

. . ,, Attorney General m charge of special civiLand:conStitutfo?lal 'litigation. 4.;: e1;1gag~d hl,'tlie private : . , 
. ;, : ./<:·p~ti,ee. of Jaw· att~ ~f AlabMl:a's finest- law fiqn~. and· he taught law on.:thc>adjunct faculty'af -

.. ;.: . .. the Cun?;berJ.a.id'5cliooh>fLaw at S8nifotd Ucive~~ity. ,: : _. ; . . . . ' . ; , . . : , ... ,, 

·.·.·. '!'.· • > · .• · ' ·of c9urs~. because I ama·n~tive Louisi~ian, a partner •t:Stone_ Pi~~,Wilt~~r , . ' • 
\Vittrnmm, LLC (a law firm founded by civil rightsJeg~nd, Jl.Uige Jolm Mirior \\fisdom),'a form~r . ~, . .-.. .... . 

-· . . . ·Jaw clerk wi*11 the Fifth Circuit C:o~rt· ofAppeals .. ~nd a 'gra.d~te of !µlane l..a~ Scbool,J ~( .. ' .... ' ' 
m:'ISt.praud to ci~m ties to General Pryor in e~ch ofthe~e capacities.·. Bill gtadu~te4lrom ttiJa.ne· · ·· ;· > · 

~, . Law ·school ln. l 986;at fiie Jqp · 9f his class, inawia ,c.~m l~de anc,l Order of.the Cdif, ··having, · ·. ~; 
. • • > > served ··as the Editor.:.in-Cmefofthe Tulane Law Revi~v.i .. ·•While. bi schoo4 he ;c·ierked 'With .Stene . ·. . . ·~ • .. ' ·~ 

. ' liigm~. as well as .~th Li~ko~ & Lewis, another t~~tlight Ne~ .Orlean$1~'1/ fmri.". U,pon · · · .. -~. · 
' graduating from) aw ~chool, OenetaJJ>ry6i ser,v¥. as' a law" C!eJ:k~fol' Iuclge \visi:lo,:nt<on the pjfth ' !,';. 
Circuit;·. Ho~ver, Bill's con.nections witlFl;ouisia'na do n~t end the~·- He re~eivCd .hls 

: .undcr~uatc:.d.Cgree.frOr.nNorthcast.LowsianaMnivetsity(now the. Univ~rsitY.::o~ pCluisiana at · .· 
Mo~oe)'ifiMonroe. the hom~.ofGen~ral l>ryofs.mothcr,Wifc.·in-IBw~. ~d:otli~,;a:ncesi~rs .... h.i;.(.;·:···. 

~ ·· addition, Bill's pare'1IS and sil>~gs WCie ~ed ~ Louisiana :. • .. • • · · .... · ) • ;•,; ( 

·~.: !-· ·,._.;_\ .. >· t ''.-· ·. · ... " ·6is"43'Cilt . ,,;_.;..· ' . 
.. · _.!·•. 

.. _;1 ..• ·, ··k . . 

. ·~·. . . \~ . •56 ... >' . ., .. 
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~·· 

. •. . . Ill short, it would be difficult to find·a more qualified public sery~t tO serve the 
Nation on.the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Generaf Pryor has'cilstinguis~ed himsclfin his 
ed_ucation, his judicial clerkship, his career as a.lawyer, and: his service as Alabama ,A.ttoiney 
General .. · It is also difficult to conceive of a prospective candidate for service on the Eleventh .. • 
Circuit who has . such deep and abiding ties to. our own beloved· State of Louisiana.. Moreover, .. 
I've kn()wn 13ill for over seventeen years and can attest to his impeccable character and)~tegrity, · . 
as well as his devotion to·his family, his State, and his Nation. · 

.. Accordingly, you would do servic~. to your State and N.ation by supporting the . 
norniI>ation of Attorney General Pryor to the Eleventh Circuit, and I heartily urge youto do so. 

Withwann regards, I remain 

Respecifully, 

~v.J~ 
Barry\\'. Ashe 

B\VAJljs 
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I.AW OF'F"ICE:S 
, . ·,____ I - ' .... , _., , 

JOHNSTON BARTON PROCTOR$ POWELL LLP 

Anthony A. Joseph 
Direct Dial: (20.S) 4S8-9447 
E·MaiIAddren: li,oscpb@jbpp.c:gm 

' \ 

The Honorable Richard Shetby 
The United· States Senate 
110 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0103 

Ztl>OO AMliQUTHIMARIBE:~ PLAZA 
1801 51Krt:l A\1£NUE: NORTH 

BIRM.INGHAM. ~l..A9A"4A 3~~818 
TEl.D'HONt (Z°"l•ll~ 
TE:l,ECOPILR tao&l•11.-

wWW..J¢lMlllSTONS...RTON,COM 

April 15, 200J .. 

Re: Nomination ofBill Pryor to the Eleventh Circuit 

Dear Senator Shelby: 
. ' . ' . 

It is with great honor and pleasure that I ~te iii support of the nomination ofBillPryorfor 
. a seat on the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. Bill possesses aU ofthe skills and attributes to be 
·an outstanding jurist: solid credentials, sound intellect, practical experience, unblemished character . 
and integrity, arid a calm and balanced temperaf!11:'.nt.. Accordingly, I Would strongly urge !his 
expeditious. confimiation to the Court · 

' . . ' . ' . 

I have known Bill for over 12 years. I havewprked forhim 'as a specially appointed Att~mey 
General, and against him in my representation of clients underinvestigationbythe State.of Alabam.a. 
ln wor~ngfor him, I have always been impressed with his ability to quickly grasp the operable ,facts, 
his willingness to listen to the opinions of others, and his soundjµdgment, In the cases where I have 
rq;resented clients againstthe State of Alabama, I have always foiind Bill to be a strong advocate. 

, but also ·a fair.minded .prosecutor willing to. engage. in good faith discussions. I am convinced that · 
···Bill will bnng these same essential qualities to tlie bench. 

Throughout my experience with Bill, he has earned both my respect and my admiration for 
his com'!Tlitrnent tp public service, his equal and fair tr~atment of everyon" associated with a · 
particularrtiatter, and his dedication toupholdirig the honor and integrityoftheAttomeyGeneral's ·.··· 
Office. lam convinced that his consistency and coffimiunent to do the ri~t thing wilJ be contin:uing 
traits that he will posses~ as a judge. . ' ' '' ' 

. . ' ' . . 

· l cann.ot ·think of a more worthy candidate for this position and, thacforc, submit my str'ong 
support of him for a seat on the Eleventh Circ;uit Court of Appeals. Again, I would encourage your 
expeditious confinnation of him for this position, 
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·.··."".'.·· .. ·:.·- .. ·· . . ' . 

';'·•;.. . ' . 
Senator. Richard Shelby 
April 16, 2003 

. Page2 

Ifl can b.e of any further assistance inthis r~.gatd, please letme know. Tharik you for your 
consideration. . , · . ' 

Best regards. 

Sincerely, 

Original Signed by AnthOnY A. •Jouph 

· Anthony A. Joseph 

AAJ/Jc 
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. (103) 47S·Cl00 P~w:· (703) 8~.'.\~ 

~ .: ·. ' . : .. ,· .... 
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,~. :. . ... . . ApriJ, l, 2003 

'c,• 

:The Honorable :Rich3.rd Shelby • · 
· : · · · "CJ'njte4 States Senate ··· ·· · · 

.. ll O Hart Senate ()ftice ·Building 
··w~nc :z.os10 · 

· "· \ ·· ·Dear Senator Shelby, 

.... 
·. ,··, 

·., .... 

; .. 

''-,." ,., 

,':• .· 

~ ' ·. . 

. ·.· · .. :·/ ,. 

· · · ··, · i'have been infonned tl\at Ptesiden~ Bush is eons1d~g Bill Pryor for noniina1ion t0 '~e • 
· .:ElevC:Jlth Citcuir Court ofAppe&Js., 1ha"e great admiration for:Etill ~c:r~upport~trls · na:mmatiQrt'with enthusiasm. · · · ··· ·· ·· · · ·· .· ··· · · ··~:.· · 

•,'<' . :;_. 

'1 

: : . 

:.· -, ... 

. ··.:·-'·.·.: · .. 

· I ob~ervcd Bill d~ng his yearu.s Attomey'Gen~ral of"Alabama·~ ~ q\lite · . · · ·· · . > 
· .:it · : ·impressed. He bas a finn gra.Sp.oftbelaw; 31)d is~ articul~te and foJ'.Cef'Q}~yoc~ .. ,.a:e ·. < 
. ·.· .... ·. £~~.··~r.·.· •. .. · .. ··• · .. ·... .· UlSed his office to 5pt:ak out for ref Qi.in fo prise>n sentedr;in& and \V&s an ardent'Supportet, .· .· .· ... • 

·'. . of the Kcmiedy-Sc::S$ion~ Prison Rape ReduJ:.tion.Act .He also w,as insll'Um~tali~1 lb¢' . 
.. ·· ·. :· · · .· passage or Alabama's Religious Frt:edoni R~st.oration Act, which guarantee$ re~iou~>· 

· ·~.' .~eeqJ.>m f9r ~1·; including prisoners: ;l:n fa6~, e>1;t1:.n1in,istxyw~ so Ullpress::d •\·itl> ~,ii s . 
. -~·:met_e~c·Sµpport ·of Ah1b~a.-s Rf.RA tha~ ·\;\~e a\Vard~d ·BjJl oW~ Q'.iardlai,..~f·.l{C.hb.1•)u~'. .· .. 

'· ' ' Liberty awai-d. ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' .. ,, ' ' ' ' ' 
. :: . 

·.,." . 

·\' 
. ·~ ' 

· .. ·· 

\ '' '• ' " ' " ' ' " ' ' '" ' " ' ' ' ;.. " ... 
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c,eases. Bill. defends tJie 1aw as fr is written' by th.e legislatU?e or a. higher· c0Wt. Bill hu a 
· brilliant.Jllin4 .ai'id tl)e··proper temperamel'\t for service on the Court of Appeals .. ·h.U-onS)y 
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. ••·· ~ffi~JUSTIUE ~.FELLOWSHIP. 
. . April l .. 2()03 

The• Honorable Jeff Sessions 
.·United States Senate 
439 R~JI Senate Office Building . 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

''\- ' ' . 

The H'.onotable Richard Shelby 
'United· States Senate 
H() liart Senate Office Building 
Washi.ngto1:i., O;C. 20510 

Dear Senators Sessions and Shelby: 

Post OfRce a.:.:. 16069 · 
Washington, DC 20041•6069 · 
WWW!'-fiusticefeliOwship.Ol'g . 
pinolan@lustkafellowshlp.org 

. Phone: 703,904;7312 
Fair. 703~475.9679 

ParN .. an 
P....tdfM,. 

' . . ·. . . 

I .am told that Alabama's Attomey General, Bill Pryor, will likely be nonunate~ by . 
· President Bush for t~e Eleventh Circµit Court of Appeals; I whole~edly 8upp0rt that·• 
nomination.: . . . . 

. . ,• 

lbave .worked with General Pryor on many issue.s, ~have foulld him to be one of We . 
·most. capable and energetk leaders in the nation. Bill has shown kmowledge o.fthe law.· 
brillfunce, courage and compassion. In particular, he has forcefully spok~ of the needt().· 

· · .. prot~ pris()nen~ from ape. and.has been effective in rallying su.pport fur. the J<ennedr.; 
Sessi~ns PtiisonRape Reduction Act. Heals«:> wasth,e leading propo~ QfAlaba~'s . 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act. He criss..:crossed the state speaking Qfthe iiniportance 
of' religious freedom, arid it· is. clear that the amendment would not ~ve p89s~ ~ithout 

··Bill's leadeJ·ship. · 

;Biltspeaks forcefully and with clarity on the important issue~ of the day. :ryiatis one'of. 
the things tllatmake him such an exceptioruil leader. However, he reveres the rule of Jaw, 
and has alv/ays subordinated his own opinions when the legislative or judiCial authorities'·· · 
have lliled on the law. · 

' •, ' ._ .. 

.. . I am delighted that a man ofBill's integrity and·abjlityrnaybe nolllinated to the Court.of 
· Appe:a.lS, anc:ll ~ge you to supp()rt his nomination . 

. Pat Nolan 
President, Justice Fellowship 
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Contact: l\t.fartin Colman (703) 827.8616 · .. 
. . 

AMERICAN SENIORS FOR PRYOR 

. . 
1747 PENNSYLVANIA AVENDE, SUITE 1000 

WASHINGTON, D;G. 20006 

American Seniors is national seniors group has concerns about elder abuse, "Elder.abuse" is a 
term that encompass a wide range of mistrea~ertt visit~d upon senior members of our society, 
includirig physical and sexual assaults and deprivations, ·financial theft or niisuse ofmbney and . 
property, telemarketing and internet fraud, home repair fraud and negleet 

A:rileric·an Seniors strongly supports Attorney General·BiU Pryor's nomination to the Eleventh 
.·. Circuit. Court of Appeals,. As .Alabama's AttomeY' General, Bill Pryor has pot neglected senior 

Citiz!=DS ofAlabama, rather, he strives to protect them from all of types ofmistreatment: . . . 
Through vigorouslyprosecuting their abusers and through increasing the awar.eness among senior 
citizens and their families; Attorney General Bill Pryor has seeks for the abused and has · 
prevented many semors from becoming victims. Attorney General Bill Pryor shc;>Uid be· 
confirmed by the United States Senate.. · · ··· . 

l) 

2) 

· Physi.cal Abuse and Neelect · ···· .·· .· . . . . 
Bill Pryor has sought out physicalmistreatm~nt of senior citizens for. prosecution ai;ulha5 
and publicized prosecutions so thatall nursing home :workers and ab1:1Sive family ·· 
µiembers are on .notice that he will hold them criminally responsible abusfug seniors. 

Bill Pryor takes physical abuse seriously. He convicted a· nursihg home ai.dand 
made sure that the aid received jml time for a5saulting with abuse ofa protected 

. person when he found out that she·had· a.Ssault¢d an 83...;yeaii old AJzheimer.'s 
resident of the nursing home.· . , . 

. · Bill Pryor convicted of a former nursing aide for slapping the face of an elderly 
resident of an Alabaster nursing home with abU:se ofa protected pers·on. 

Financial Abuse and Theft .. ·. 
· · Because senior citizens are increasingly the targets of financial scams, BiU Pryor h8s 

fought to protect their pocket books and lifesavings by pi:osecuting thefts, :frauds and ·· · 
scams to the fullest extent He has sought to mak6 senior citizens aware of financial 
ab~es ·of all types, iranging from telephone marketi11g. fraud, intemet s~a.m.s. to bl~tant · 
theft by their care givers. . · ... · ·. ·. · · . 

· .. Bill Pryor convicted a former insurance agent of first~degree. theft for bis 
. statewide scheme to defraud elderly victims by offerilllg nursing'hoiµe policies and 
pocketing their money. .. .. 
Bill Pryor prosecuted a couple that stole $400,00b from a 96"'.year-old woman and. .. 
charged them with first-degree theft of property and. abuse, neglect, or exploi~on · 
ofa protected peI"Son. . . . · · · , . · 

/. Bill Pryor created an educational outreach program to protect senior citizens · · 
.. against telemarketing fraud, including fraud ov~r the Internet, which wo:r:ked to 
· improve senior citizens' ability to protect themselves ~gainst telemarketin~ fraud . 

. 3) · Preserving Medicaid Resources . 
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·· Bill Pryor convicted·abookeep~in a ntll-~ing b.9me for stealing tho~san~ of 
. d9llars :froDl. nursing home residents tbfo)Jgh medicaid. fraud. . ; . . : . 
··:pill Pryor joine.d an. antitrust lawsuit a$ainst a major pharmacel.ltical . comp~y · 
whichJ>rought $80,000 })ack .to the A.Iahama Medicaid Agency.. · · ·, · .. 

· :'.. • J3ill .:fl'Yor supports proposals to settJe tl;iecurient ftu:l,din.g disp~te betweim " . · · 
· .. Alabama Medicaid and the federal C~nters· for Medicare and Medi~8id Setvices · · .. 

''to elhlUnaie the tlireat that federal offichtls'~Win deny Alabaiµa millions of doliats 
of federal fundin ." · · .· ·· · · · ·· .. · ·.. ' · .· · ·· · ·• 
" , ... ".. . g" . . ' ·: . . .. " . " ' ;. . . . . "' " 

· . :~ .. B.ill Pryor reviewed the improper Medicaid cost rq>orting practices, of an· Alabama . . .· 
·n~ing home, resulting in an~covery or"$100~467in Medicaid nlli&.fot the Stite · ·.·· · 

· 'of Alab~a. · · ' .. ·· · · · .c 
":, :· • ·: l;. . . .. ' ..• ·, • ·-'.<·'.. ·-~· .. ». • <'.·.~ . ,. -~-·- ~~ .. 

·4r . bef'endine Seniors· Purchases . .: . ·.. . . . . . . . : · 
.. When a cemetery in BinninghaµJ, Alabania refUsed to give a group oi:elderly · "' ..... . 

. . · _Afiican-.Americiln citiz~nswtio Wa!lt~d dignifi,ed burials i~ the cemetery \YlleJ.'e ·. ··. ' 
· \ '.. they ha.cl pnrchased plots, Bi1l'Pry9r ;got involved. He. took hundi'~ of · · .. · . · · · 

· complaints and worked to get th~'plQts !~to the JumdS of the people that bad: . , 
. .. purchas~ them~ · · · · · ' 
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HERC LEVINE 

VIA FACSIMILE (202-224-9102l 

Senatm' ()rrin Hatch, Cb.airman 
Committee~ on the Judicimy 
224 Dirben Building 

.• Washington, D.C. 20510 

(b)(6) 

June 5, 2003 

· Re: BW Pryor, Nominee to 11° Circuit of Alabama 

Dear Chairman Hatch: 

As m actiw and proud member of the Bin1lingham Jewish .Community, I was 
clisappointc~ by the decision of the National Council ofJewish Women and die Religious 
Action Cemtter of Refoim Judaism to oppose the nomination of Attomey General Bill Piyor 
to the 1 lth Circuit Court of Appeals bench. While I doubt that the-e groups have taken the 
time tO sit down and talk with Attorney General Pryor, I am proud to say that he has my 
Sl1pport and the support of many in the Alabama Jewish Community because of his pmonal 

·integrity and commitmentto insure that al] of our citizen~ are treated fairly and receive equal 
justice under the law. He has been a true friend to the Alabama Jewish Comml.Ulity on many 
important issues. · 

Attorney General Pryor has a distinguished carcc:r as a public servant, practicin:g 
attt()!1ley and law professor, and is highly qualified to serve on the Federal bench. He has.a 
. well deserved reputation for fairness and competency that cuts across party lines and which 
has resulted in overwhelming support from Alabamians of all political parties and segments 
of our society. His distinguished record as Attorney Genera] affinns my belief that he will 
.serve with J~at distinction as a Federal judge. 

lvk 
cc: 

Very truly yours, · 

·.Jf~-~ 
Herc Levine · 

. . 

Senator Patrick J. I...ealtY, R8nking Mernber(F AX: 202-224-9516) 
·Senator Richard C. Shelby (FAX: 202-224-3416) 
Senator Jeff Sessions (FAX: 202-228-0545) 
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Victims of Crirne and Leniency . 

State Offioe 

. SenatDr. Jeff sci:stons . 
SenatDr RJchard Shelby 

P.O. Box 4449 
Montgomery, Alabama 36103. 

Mardt.13,.·2003 

Re: Al!Drnev. General Biii Pryor 

.•. ·Dear Senltar.·~ and Shelby: 

. It Is my u•rstand!ng that Atmmey Ge~ BHf Pryor IS ~ .t:dri~lirlll1 
· ror an appob1b11ent to the 11 ~ Oreult C:ot.Jrt ofertmlnal Appeals~ Mr. 
er.ceJlent chok:e for this appointment 

I lhave worked In the vlc.tim's mwefnetit for IM1!r 20 years cD1d 
With AllDrney General Pryor ort numerous \lk:tlms' Issues the 6 years 
Sf!M!d as lltorref General. He has ~ most a~ In vk:arns' lleallmli:311 
and wortred tirelessly m mc.tffy the imbalance and disparity In the JU&llltllill 
PUXfiSlt. . . . 

. Al:IDmey ~ Pryor· ls knOwn ~s a ~n of Integrity and CM,le 
. follc:IM1 the law tD the letter. 01me Vld1ms onty ask to lbe treated fal 

mnMent that Wiii cxmttnue Jf Mr. Pryor ges this appointment. 

· ·. · Mr. Pryor has served Alabama Well as ~FTley Cien8a1 and w111·· 
as l.,_ of the 1191 Orrult. I hlghry nsmmmerid him for this appo11n1. ~,... 

'. 
.~ .. ~ · .... ·.'· .. ··· ... ·.· .. 1 l' t"~-·.~ 

.. Ml~m~ne 

. Executtve. Of rector 

Non-Profit Organization .. 
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, GRAND L()D(;;E . 
FRATERNAL OR:()ER OF POLICE®· 

' ' _, 

309 Massachusetts Ave .. N .. E. 
WaShk1gton, DC 20002 . 

Phone 202·547'8169 ••'FAX 202-547-8190 

CHUCK CANTERBURY.·, 
~TI()NAL PRESlriENT 

JAMES O~ PASdo; JR~ 
·~DIRECTOR 

' .. f:t~.:,. ' 
~: . 

.-.1 
WV 

0 ••• •••• 

6 J1.1I1e 2003 I 
I, 

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch· 
Chainnan, Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate. . 
Washington,D:c. 2051 o 

Dear Sirs: 

' ' 

1be Honorable Patrick. J .. Leahy . 
. Ranking Member, .. . .. ·. 
Committee on the.Judiciary. 
United States Senate· 

· Wa5hingt6n, D.c: 20510 , 

pun vvl'iting on behalf of the membershipof thef'ratetna} Order ofi>oliceto advise you . 
of ouI' strong support for the nomination of William R Pryor to #le Uni~c:dStates C::ourf 
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. · · · . · 

Mr. Pryor currently serves as .the A ttor!1ey General for the State of Alabama; and luis had . 
a distinguished career as a public servant, practicing attorney, and lavvprofesso:r .. Before 
becoming Attorney General in 1997, Bill Pryorserved as Deputy Attorney General in 
~barge of special civil and constitutional litigation, In addition to his· superb service in · 
his· current office, Gene:rru· Pryorgraduatedmagna cum la1'de.fromthe Tulane University.· ·· 
Schoolo(Law, and began his law career as a. clerk for the late Judge John Minor Wisdom 
of the l].S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. . . .. ' 

. Two necessary qualifications for anynominee fora position within the Fedel:al iudiciary . 
should be a proven reeord of success as a practicing attorney, and to .have the respect of 
the law 1eilforcement community of which they will be an important pafl General Pryor 
meets both of these important criteria. He has· argued cases before the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the Supreme Court of Alabama, as well as the Eleventh Circuit Couitof Appeals, 
and has earned the support of the Alabama Fraternal Order of Police. 

GeneralPryorhasdemonstrated that he will·bearroutstanding additiontothe Federal . 
bench, and on behalf of the more than 306,000 memb.ers of the Fraternal Order of Police,. 
I again offer our strong support for·hisnomination: Please.do not hesitate to oontactme, 
or Executive Director Jim Pasco, through our Washington office if we maYbe o(anY 
assiStan(;e. 

Sincerel:y., · 

c£lr-tl 
.(;huckC~ 

National President 

66 

···-···~---'---'----.,.---;.._-~-

;"-\WJ, 



Alabama District Attorneys ~ation 
E-dw~· 

~lot,.. 

Rcilicrc I!. o.,,,,.,, Ji!: 
Ylu·Pmltbl 
Co~ 

Nki AllhCrt 
SCc~·T
Opcllka 

Joiqlt lf Hllbloonl · · 
NOM Bootl( Rep. \bnd;tll L .Bil.Iman 

'Executive Director 

Aprill, 2003 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
United States Senate · . :";!'9!1!!1!!!!Dl!!!lll!!!ml!!llEil.,.,,..,"""""=......,,_,,ao11a_l"1 

i1:s::z:~1 cO.Pv I 
Umted States Senate • · · · . ·I· 
ll 0 Hart Senate Office Building i •w• _ 
Washington, D .. C. 2051 o !i!=im::m11...,_=-===---..-i11 

neai Senators Sessions and Shelby: 

; 

liiMM;~ 
•. IVCJ'llftll . 

Tun Mo'l!" 
lf11111:nslk 

~ ... 
s<ouaaro 

E·i4~ 
. M*Tuia 

. IWIC.~ 
IAl'll)'Clk 

. Mlie (l'l)sll 
F11r1P1911C 

StAYt Ctililail 
. 7iillo4-ga 

. . 

... . . It is my understanding that President Bush is COJlSidering Alabama Attomr:Y.General"BillPryor for 
.. nomination. to the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. I·am·pleased and honored.to.writeyou today in·· 
support of that nc:>mination. . · 

. ·' . 

· ·• ·As you both are aware, the duty of a prosecutor is to seek jUstice. nc>t just secure a tonvietion. Untik~ 
many others in the c:riminal justice system, he is duty-bound to find the truth. ,ae IDllSt routinely inake 
difficult choices to ensure that the rule oflaw is appli~ even,ly and With compassion. Former UDited State! 

·. Atton\ey General Robert H. Jackson once stated his thoughts .on what it took to bea proSC(;Utor., He said. 

. "The qualities of a good prosecutor aTe as elushle and as tmpofs.ihJe to dsjine as 
those which 'll'ial-k a gentleman. And those who need to be told would not understan4it 
anyway.. A sensitiveneS.S. to fair play and sportsmanship is pe1'haps the best protection 
against the tibu"se of power, and the citizens' safety lid in theprosecutor who tempers zeal 
with. human kindness; who seeks troth and not victims,.· who serves the law eiiNI not f~tiona/ . . 
purposes, a:ndwho approaches hisjob with humility. " 

>: 

5J:S Solidi ~~y Sit"~ • Mon<gnTncry, Alabftt\l> 36i04 • P<>.<[Officc Bo.f 4780 • Moatgo_,,., AW,.ma 36103-4780 

Tclcphoae (33'1) 24.2·+191 or l..S00-423~76S8. • F:aQbuilc (334) 24().31.86 . 67 . •,, 
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< ) , . Bill Pcyor is ~ch~ mim .. H~ is absolute in hi~ Gornmit~ent td,the Puni¥~·'o!~~ ~t th~ ~~ar , 
"!/ay ()Ut. Ofa muation.~ Jn my~judgment, these ar~ the v~ry_r~ODS ~· W~(f ~~···~ )1.ldg~.,,.. . ... ·· ... ··•··· 
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. . . . . . : fhavc .~~ almost 14 y~ as lf pro~ecutoi and wa.S· ~ as D~r 'af'tll~I Ai•bema l)istri~. ·. ;. .. 

· · :Att9rlleys Association in 2001 .. Since'J~ill be~e.Attorney General. the relatioJlSfilp benv-bititsetti thi~ • 
. ·· Ass<>Ciatie>n, and Ill of the District Attorneys of thii$tate ha.f gi-Own ilnmenselj; · W~ flaw war.iced ·rumd 'm '· 

hand in a1i efiortto .fight criirie ·and prosecute those offendets'who Would threaten the:Welfat;e and safety•c)f • . 
'.. . .. _ . . . . ,' . . . . . .. . . . . . ··~ . -

:.our :cmzens. · ""'· · 
~·· :' - : . - . . 

' . . All of these qu8lities. taken together, are wh~t make ~ill an,~ proseput()!',;~ g~d !pend, 

·/•: .· 

: :~- -" :· . ' ··~--

and most importantly, an individµal whom 1 am proud to recommend being a judge on the Blev~th Circuit . · ·.· · .... • 
. . C~in1 of~ppeals. . ' · 
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. STATE dP'ALABAMA ' 
BOAR]) OFPARDONSANDPAROLEs': 
· · · Lu.rleen B. WalliLc:e Building:·· 
. , · . . . . . 600 }!onro¢~S.1tr.e~t ·< ·· 

. ·· · ·P 0 Box 30~405> · . . 
Montgomery,· Alil.barri.L 36130·~405 · · · 

... · .. 

· • s?n~n t. ·~tt.U.t.!Ws 
,'C11aitlilllllllflhtaMrd. , . · 

. ·centralOHlce cs34)242~8700 
· Wek! Page: www.a.~ncie.s~~ta.te.al.us/P-rdon&: . 

•,'. 

uJ;aDn mili.i ·. 
~a:io~b9r . 

· • it..ur:,.c::J::"llY .· 

!·.·· 

.l '• 

Aprill$. 2ooj 
. . . 1 . . . . 

- -~ . ~-J ,· 
.. -- ,·, 

"' .. ; 

: " 
' . . 

·Stn~~rirJe:frSessio~s .. 
~93 Ru~ell Office.Bldg.· 
Washington~ p.q 2051 O . 

· J;)rar ~1mator Sessions:. 
) .. ,·· 

.· ...... . 

... ·. ,. 

.·, __ ' ···' ~ .. : , .... 

_:,; .. .. ·: ..... . 

·:' :.-; .• :· ... · 

B'iH Pryor"s contirmatinnto a judgeship oti the U~S Court o(Appealsfotthe Eleventh'·: · .. 

. ~ '• 

· .. ·.',:i>··.'. ... ···.·.· ... · ... · .. '·, ... '·.·.:.·:··.· ... ·. . :·>'. I an;ho11ortd10 write this l~tte.1\,in ~~ppoft of:~yJrie11cl. ,'\ttotn~Oen~~j 
Cfrcui1'. MyJrim~ship W.ith B.ill l>ryor.oycrihe ye!lrS ha~ atl"ordcd:rne the oppoj;tµnit)· te> .· 
view his conduce in th~ COllrrrooni. behavior as·~ Citizen, as a Jiiisband. and as a member.. · 

,:··.::' 

9.ftbt commu~i1y. in havingth~ priyilege ~o obs.(!'r~e all::fac~t.~ of~iU) b~cbavicn·~ I ti:~~e . ·•· 
y~t to ti'nd fn~h \Vith any pan of his charac;ter or humanity. H~ is as good'as th~y coinc~ · 

'·· . BHLPryor sets~ high ~~nciar4 by'.C:nirYing him~lfwit~ clos~. be,havJng·: '. • .. ··. '· , 
.· .·· wit·h good f~Sfe. respect and· doing all things in mo®ra~ion. ·H~wiiiserve the judi~•&JY . . . 

';", 

,.' 

. .\~tll. • Jie \\;ill not havC. his decisions cp,n:upted by p•~si6n. p~nisansbip~ Qrp~ialil)';.Ht 
is tnai)1 eridll'\~c:-d with:tht.divin¢ po~cr ofwisdorrf l strongly'. urge the Sena1e't0 cdnT'inn ·• ·•· 

.. RjH Pry~1r. . . . . . . . . . . . 
~. •'. . '..." 

···; .. : 
.. :§;' ~ ~ ~ .- '·\ . .,. ' 

·".\.'· 

... ; .<·:~ . -~; . 

; ~ 1 I 

······.· :-. . 
·.'' 

. ;,.: 
·.·.-, 

.... "' ' . :.1' ... 

- .. •. 

... _.; 

'.'·.-.· 

. · .. · 
..·,. ·. 

: ·:'" 

. · .. · ..... 

~ . . . ·' .. 

:._,,. 

'·~ .; .··. 

69 

~. ·' 

... 
: ·~ ... 

''· .··.·· "·;'" 

.~: . 

···.1. 

.·,,_:: ;, . 

:': · .... 

.. ·,' 

·.·"' .. ~. . 

. ·.: ·~ 

.· ...... 

/ . 

·;' 

~ :.· I 

<':: 



I 

I 

'·, • - < .- ·;· 

O~~S~natoi Shelby: ·.· .. 
,' , ·. ·. . • . ·. ·: ' . I - , . . ': ., ' -· . . .. ~-_,., . ' . . :• .' . - : , ·, , ".. ,, ; , , ·. . - . , 

....•. 'The NabamapjVision: ()fSouthem States Police aeneyolent A~ociation is anon-profit o~ganization cansistfog of. 
·• .and representilig appl'Qximately 4;000 sworn law enforcement J'ersomielon the fede~l, State, county •. and muiii:CiJPal · · 
. levels j111 the Slate ofA~ama. Afobama PBA is organized into local chapters, with 14 of these cW'l'fl!ltly located .. 

throUgluout the sta~ from SboaJs, Madiso1:1Coubty, and Northeast Alabama in the north all the way to the WireSra,Ss 
Chapter and Mobile County Chap~er in the south. ·of th~ sf-11~. One of PBA 's gQa,ls is to impr0ve the Jiveund . 

· .\Vorking ~diition5 of its members. The organiZation ad4reSses ·several. areas in order to ~mpl~ itS goal:. I) legal 
• · services for members; 2) death benefit (~aryreplacementJor one year); and 3) politi~al activity. PB.A works .. · •·. 

through its loc11l chapters up through the s~e or divisio.ll level to accomplish itS goat '- . 



ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF CmHFS OF PottCE ,,_\ ..• BoumE 

I ~. OUlf Shor= Police Depanment · 

1C&llW:~ 
iimck~ 

,.. ' . N. PiaOi 'Tmr' Ouv.!!ll. m 
··lb·~ 

s.ialandNiiz,~ 
. ~ (334)412'-'733 . 

Mic:mm. .R. NJC80LS : 
s~ 
CaitnwiJJe Pd.ice z::iepll11ment 

P.O_ Box 538 
Mario.n..Ala~a 36756 

· FACSIMDJt ~) 683,-9$2· 

EM.\JL! jaia@bdaautiLner . 

. . 

. ' 

April 25, 2.003 . 

BYF.AX G202l l24-9102 
The Honor.Ible Oirin Hatch, CbairmiUi 

. Committee on the Judiciary 
· Room 224 Dirksen Building 

United S~ Senate . 
Washingtcm, DC 20510 

Dear Chaimian Hatch; . · · 

Wa Sms: _..neeip;"'OPI 

I. 

On behalf of the Alabama Association of Chief:s of Poli6C::, tam pleasc4 t'.o ~ndorse . .. . 
President George W. Bii.sb's nomination of Alabama Attorney General BµI !PJ'ycrto the 
United States Cowt of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. 

' . .' 

.Sjncc: General Pryor took offiec in 1997, the police chiefs of the State have l~ec:n him · 
· opcntC: first·b8nd in dealing with law enforriement issu,es, ·He has always appli~ the law 
fai:rly, reg'aidlesS of the politics involved. Whether the parties are blade or white. mcnar . 
~. Republicans or Democrats, Gener.al Pryor has followed the law cv~ if he 
p~ly w.ishcd the law woulg :Produce ~ different result ~ttomcy·Gcneral Pryor has 

·demonstrated[ that he: firmly believes that the even-handed rule of.Jaw is more impOrtant ·. 
than the pr=ferences of individual officials~ , 

· · ¥areover,.Attei:neyGcncra1 Pryor cares aboutpe~ple~ ·~ thi= S~tc's clrlefiJtw 
enfOi'ccmcnt officer. he has to deal with victims. the gcnc:ral p1iblic, judgC.S, !J3ld state. 
loeal and fcac~al law enforcement agencies,: I3 y his deeds, Attamc=y General Pryt1.r has 
Shown that.lie: tnxly cares about Victims, .police chiefs, and our line o.fti~ who risk the.fr 
lives evr:rry day to protect bu~~sc:s. schools, and families. Atbmiey G=aetal Pryor is a 
model public ser:Vant... . 

. , .r 
·· .. ~.-.·. 

. .. 
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6)·. 

---. --------,------------

Chalmtan Hatch 
April 25, 2003 

· :f'agc 2 

The Alabama Association of Chiefs of Police know that Attorney General i3ill Pryor will 
make ax1 outstanding f cdcral judge. We fully support his nominatfon and :urge .hiS. swift 
confirmation. · · 

Sincerely, . --

1?~1(!3~ 
Arthur. I<- Bourne · ·· 
?resident/ AA.COP 

Cc: Sc.natOr: Richard Shelby 
Senator Jeff Sessions 
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. ' ·'March 28,2003- ·. 

The Honorable Jeff Sessio,m; 
United States.Senaie . .. . . 
493 Rnssdl Senat~ Office Btrildiilg 
Washingto~· D. <;;. 205 IO ". ·' .. 

Dear Sena.tot· SesSion5; 
,·.: 

• .• ··• J', 

··I understand tbaiPresideniJ3uS1{is tonsideringAIBbama; 
· Attcirney Gen~ Bill Pryer for 'nqmination to the Elevettt;h . :. . . 

·· · Circuit Cotirt of"Appeals. I wiitell:i si.tpport'ofthafno~on.: · 
• . . . . • •. • .... • • \. . .. t •• 

' . ~ . 

'.:.:· 

. t have knolYn Bill for a htnnber of'years ~ both in'his capacity. ··· ·. · 
· · · · .· · .. · a8 Attorney General an.d as a citiz~ ofAlabanriL thilve worked with 
' . 

''.' ~ ... '·· ·'. 

.:··'' 

., . ;:. 

~: ·.: .. ' 

". 

· him in ·his effortS' to help law enforcement,· and ha\re ~. firSt1umd, his 
Commitment to eDsui:ethattlie people.of.Alabama are safe; IJ;id ate · ;·. · 

· 'Well represented in the CoW:tS .. Ip ~ m.Y exp~ence ihlt BilJ is fit.it· · 
indjudiciousjn carrying out the duties of.his office~ · . . . 

., .. ~ . ~: . 

. . ·I futve wofJceq for and supported Bill in each ofm,S elp~· .. 
and have served on severar law enfbr~ent co~es with~· .. 

. ,. I am excited that·a. p~sqp9r'suph.iil~~grity,is,being ~ered 
, .. . for su¢li an lln1)0.rtant: position/ aJid I ~PP~rt Bill's I.lominatiop •· · · 

. withourreserva.tioa · · · · > .· . 
.. '-,-.: _.:.· 

: i . 

;-:, ... 

'S,t'.'cW', ~)~ ~/ 
J~erbie.Johnson '. · · .. · ... ·· 

:, .. · ... :,, .. - ' 

:•: ·· .. ' :,• 

.- ·.:-\:~. ·.:-
.. :~-

' ~-- .t ' ~. 

1···:u.c 
9: .. 

·.··.; 

: ·~·: .. 

·'< . • 

~'· .... ;· 
. .,,. '· - ·: 

~ /. :_.,i , • -

-~, . 

.. 

. ' .. :· _·' '_;,.__;,._~-----_;___, __ .......,....;_ ___ ..;.._;___, 

.,, ... 
·,,· 

. i .: .·,:~. < .. ,.,: .. : 
'·-·. ,.·_ >,' .-·: 

.:•. 

·, . •., 

. 73· .,. ' •'.· .. 

... ·.,'· 

. :.'·· 

. .... :.· ·. 
h'. 

· .. ·.' 
"· 

._, .. 

"· :··,,_'.ir 
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: -~;, . . . 

"·;: ~ . 

' .. ·· 
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... ·.:· 

:· .. _,·.· 

I .. 

. ... ' .. 
. . 
"· 

.· j).' >: 
··'.' .· .. ···._.·:. 

. . . .. 
I 

'. '. ~' . (' 

. . ,.;,.· 

;.· ., ·' .. 

. March 25 2003 . . ' ... ·' .. 

. . , Senamt JeffSC$sfons · 

.' 4s3 ~iissell s~e Builrung · 

'\V2sblngton, n.c. 20510 

i• •· .• ,; 

."!" . 

. . . ·.'I'JllS letter is Written in support of Bill Pryor f'6r a Judgeship With the, El~ :~irC:mt . , 
Q>urt.of ~- . .. . . . . . . : . ·. . . ·· ·· · · 

.•. ·<' 

. <rhank yOU fut:~ oorisideratjon yqu.gnr~ tbis·111ost .¢xpe~ ~(.bite, 
•' 

.. •·.··s··.·~···.··~· 
.. . .· 
' ''· .. · . . ., ... 

";-'; .. . .. , / ' .... ' 

·.! 

,"'.-., 
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8955 U.S. HIGHWAY 231 
WETUMPKA, ALA.SAMA 36092 

BILL FRANKLIN 
· Sheriff 

March 25, 2003 

Sheriff's Office 
(334) 567-5546 . 

Th~ Honorable. J effSessions 
UnitecilStates Senate 
49J Russell. Senate Office Building 
Washi$e>n, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Richard Shelby 
Untied States Senate · 

.110.Hart Senate Office Building . 
. Washfogton, D. c;: 20510 · 

pear ~enatc?rs .$essio.D.S. and s:q.elby, . 

cciunt}'Jail 
(334) 567-5441 

Jtis imy uri.ders:tanding that nomination£ are ?eing coI15id~edforth~ ~eventhCircuit . 
Courtof Appeals. I am very pleased that Presiqent Bush is considering Bill Pryor for.this . 
nomination,. . . . . . . . 

. ·. During n:iY tenure as Sheriff o:[Elmore County !have worked indlrectly withdifferent 
{\.ttomey · Geperal ~ s for Alabama Bill Pryor bas su:rrounded himself With extremely · 
capable and J>rofessional p~ople in)J.is office to assist Law Enforcementw.h~ever 
·needed. :Mr• Pryor has always· gone• that exti:a. mile to· ensure that tb.iil.gs ··are liandlei;i 
propei'ly. .·•· · 

It is g·ood to know that a person such as Mr. Pryor is being con.Sidered for sue~ an 
·important position. Hopefullyhe will come. outqr1 top. 

:; , . 

. t '· J '.: . ! ' . :;: ". : ..• ~ ... " . 

: .... ,.... . .. -.. 
• . 1,,,: •• ·: 



. . 

GROVER ~r. SMITH, . 
Sheriff's Secretary 

251-867-0229 
. Fax 251-809-2155 ~······· . \~scambia Cann:ty, Alabama 

.316 Court Street ··Brewton, Alabama 364~ 

~·· 

.·March 26, 2003 · 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions · 
United States Senate. 
493 RussellSenate Office Builditig 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

· Dear Seicrator Sessions: 

' \ 'l; 

I understand that President Bush is considering Alabama Attorney General Bill 
Pzy()r for·nomination to tke Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. I vvrite in support of that 

. nomination. 

""- I have kncJv1111 Bill :t'o; a number of years, both in his capacity as Attorney Gener~ ·. 
and as a citizen of Alabama; I have worked 'With him in his efforts to help law 
enforcement; and have seen :firSt liand, his com:rnitinent to ensure that the people of .. , 
Alabama are safe, and are well represen:te4 in the Courts; It is my experience that Bill is 
fair and ju.dicioiis in carrying out the duties of his office · · 

. General Pryor beg'ari a.D. annual training pro~ that provides cost :free trafu.mg 
for faw ~orcem~t statewide. He had- also obtained· funding for every offider in the .. 
state to have a Jle!SOnal copy of the criminal code .. 

I am excited that a person of such integrity is beillg considered for such an 
important position, and I support Bill's nomination· 'Without reservation. · 

Sincerely, 

~~w.~ 
Grover W. Sniith 
Sheriff 

GWS:sep 

.:. . 

• '·" • - ,;-· • I 1 '• 

. -

. •, .~ ~. l .. , ~ . . ' . f • 
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Jameg 9Jageg. 
SHERIFF ····· .. · 

ez1 FORREST ";11E111uE 
GADSDEN, AL 35901 Eninrr.e Jhe Law - "Pra<!ir:t & Prr)mOl.e Our Youth 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
UnitedStilte5 Senate 
493 R,usa::ll Senate .Office Building 
Washingtcm,D.C. 20510 

P~ Senator Sessions: 

. · .. 
(2!56) 54'8"2129 

FAX: (2S8) !i45J•B 137 
.\'. 

luruleti;tancl thatPrCsiderit Bllsh is considering AlammaAttomey General Bill Pryor for 
nominatipn to the Eleventh Circuit Court of Api>cals. r write in support ofthal . 
nominatio:n.. · · · · 

lhave knc1'\\'n Bill fur many years, both in bis capacity as Attorney General and r:vCn 

before th&t when he worked in your office when you were the AttOrney Genr:Ial. I have 
worked with him in his efforts to help law enforcement serving on both boards and 

· committees associated with law enforcement and corrections need$. It is my experience 
that Bill is fair and judiciol!s in carrying out the duties 'of ms ofQ:e. 

' . . . 

. AJtlKSugb Oe:neral Pryor and I have: different political.views. we both have ~: Wt::ll being 
.land safety of the people of Alabama in in.md in all that we do in our official capacity. · 

I am excited that·a per.son of such integrity is being·coQSidered fur IUCh an important 
positio~ mid I SUJ!l>ort Bill's nominatiouwithout_ reservation. 

It.'.< •. -::.1~ ':1.: lJAycs 
·.· Etowah County Sherilf 
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. . . .. ~: 

.· 0 -01~¢~~m 
'. ~' ... 

" .. ~.: .... 

...... ,• 

. JEFF MANtJ~ 
.. . • .· PLJauC ~Di~ 
-~uEsA~· .· 
CHJEF Of POl,J.CE . . 

. ·' . 
,;.:, ·· . 

.. :·· .. " . . .. . .. '·: ·--·· 1 .. 

· . The Hononlble Jeff S~ssiolls 
. > . 

. ·:~. : 
':.: ·' ... 

·'· 
.·United States Senate . . 
4:93 Rus!~ifSenate Offi6e Builclir{g · 
'rtr..;-i..~:..~.··· ·D·C ·')n51ri ,. .. 
"'-~o~n, . . ~"' . v 

·. · ..... · . ·:·: '..:" 

. ' )~ .. 
',·: ··.·,. 

':> .-: . 

- " .. ';.:· . . ,··. 
The Honorable Richard Shelby· 

.. tJajted S.ta:tes Se~ate· · . . · .... 
··.11 O Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

.:·:· .... ~ ,.: . . '·, ~· . :: . . .. ,. 

j)··y--.. 
: ·. 
. . ,. .. \" . 

•' """·· •, . 

; :· 

~.= .. 

. a·· 
•t····.···.· 

·'. 
' . 

...... 

:·'.•' 

,. .... :: .... ~ 
·: :.·,· •'c._ • 

: ... 
· .. •" De~ SenatOrs Sessions and Shelby: . . <:_ . . 

.. ·· 

.. ,_ .. ' 

..:::· 

· ·. .. ·. hiS. µiy tinderStanding that President Bruh ll'iay ~6mfua~ A1abiimaAttorriey cienerai Bili'' 
Pzyor for a seat OD .the Eleventh Circuit Cotir1 of Appe~ls .. ·. rti5. ,my pleasure and hpnor to Write:, ' · ... ,· 
this~ri9~~P.POrtofmyAttomeyGeneiak: . . ( ... · · · :. · · · <.,:/, · ·· · .... 

·,, 

·_,. . .... , . . I first ~et Bill Pryor ~r he was appoiliteci Attor.ney Qcneral.' SmC,e .then, heh~ ll't'Orked 
.,· ' . hanl 'lllli devoted hi,s energy to en5ure the prote.cj:i~~ :of Ala,bama citizenS. 1ji$ \\fork has mati.e'an ~· 

. inipact and improved conditions byhelping law eniorcementreceive the tools-~ecessaiy to . 
e:ffecti~ely eilfoice the laws of the state. · 

·<' 

... ·. l have persortaily"wo.t,'ked with· G~neni_r Pryot;serVing .qn his law enf"oii:ement ~fy .· 
comiliittee ani:l other project.$·. I am fi"om a sn,i~l dep.artment and General Piyo:rhas as muc4 .. 

, .con~ :!Qt my ~cy as be has for the lar~est ag~ncy jri tjle_State. ·. · · '" · ., , 
. . { . . . . .... " . 

. ·· .• . . Again, it is iny pleasure to support a man that I personaily know t6 uve the hlghe$t · . . . 
ethics and m~gnty,·. which fa a necessary trait foftb,is positio~',- I fi!Uy slipport ~~a Attomey ·· · 
GenmlBill Prjor for this noiilU1atioii. . . . . · , · 

. . : ~ ;;· .. ' .. ··.:' 

... ·, .;···. 

·) . 

. ..._,," 

.· 
·.'·:._,., 

.\.: ;' 

·. ;_, ... . . . . . : . . .. .. , 
'• : .. 
7.8 

.·1 •• . .. 1 . • . .~ 

· .... · 
. ··. 

•. ·"+ ... ·.,.-. .:·,· 
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... , 

"·:.· 

-.. :.· 
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Florence PQlice Department 

Riek L Singleton 
Chief of Police 

''Sefving Wtth Pride" 

March 25, 2003 

. (256) 760..:ii,551 

Tonyl.ogu 
Deputy Chief 

Field Operations 
(256) 760-6576 , The Honorabie Jeff Sessi~ns 

Pete W".dlifo,rd 
Dcpmy Chief 

Supp0rt Services 
. (256) 760-6575 

United States Senate 
49~ Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 · 

Dear Senator Sessions: 

I am excited at the news th.at President Bush is considering Alaba~a Attorney · 
General Bill Pryor for nomination to the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. I 
write this letter in support of his nomination ,without hesitatio,n,. · · 

, I hav~ kno.wn Gene~al Pryor for approximately seven y¢ars, having made·his . 
· acquaintance through his office as attomey general. During that time, I. have , , 
also ccime to know him on a very personal basis, and feel strongly that he is. the' 
type person we need sitting on our federal courts. He has proventime and time 
again that he is fair, impartial,. and unbiased in "his. application ,of the law.· His 
character and ethics are beyond reproach. · He Is resJ)ected by members' of>. 
both parties In Alabama. The best example of this respectis t~e fact that his . 
Democratic opponent for the office of attorney general in 1998 endorsed ,and 
supported General Pryor's candidacy.in 2002. , · , 

It is my opinion that Bin Pryior would be an outstanding member ofth~ court; · 
and apply the law in th!:;! sc:1me fair, impartial,, and unbia~ed manner as. he, has 
done as attorney general. , · 

Again, t am excited ., at the prospect of his nomination, and support that 
nomination Without reservation. 

t./dJr. · ... ' 
Jl<~'4· O~L ·K, 

, ',Rk~L.Slhgieton :, 77· ~:', .. ,, 
Chief e>f ~oliee : .. , . · . 

·~·. : 
• '· ·1· . . ~ ' . 

. RLS/dmf , , ... ::·. .,_ 
.. '• 

,· ... 

701 South: Courr Str~ • Floreni:e, Al~bama.35630 • (256) 760-6500 . . ' .·. '• ,, 
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:C"'· -~ ~; ., ... ' 

·:O • 
s~.>.~:: 

.. Guntersville Pofa~e Department .• 

March 24~ 2003 

the ·aon.orable Jeff Sessions 
·.t · United States··senate 

340 Blount Ave.· 
Guntersville, Alabama 35976 

Phone (256) 571-7571 

493 ·Russell Senate Office Bldg .. · 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator SessiollS, 

'' r.' 

• ·r . understand that President :Bhsh. is . considering Alabama AttoIIley: General Bili' Pcyoir · for 
.. · nomination t() the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeills. I Write in support ofthat :no~ori · 

. . , . ' ' .· ··.. ' . ' ' " 

I ha,ve kn.own General Pryor for a IlJ.1IDber of years, hath iii .his capacity ~ ,Attorney Genera} and · 
as a citizen ,of Alabama. I have been a member of the Attorney General's Legislatiye ConlznitteC 
from the begimimg of General Pryor' s service ·.to: the .. State ofAI!bama and have.worked ~ hixn ' 
ip his effotts to help .law enforcement, and have seen first hmid, his c0mnllt:ment tcrensure that ~e . 

. people of Alabama are safe, and.well.represented in the Courts~ If is my experience .. tfult General·.· 
Pryor is. fa.v and judiQous in carrying out the duties of his office. · · · ·· 

· I am excite~ that a person of such integrity is being considered for such an important position, and 
I Support Bill Pryer's nomination v.rithout reservation. · · 

SU,ieerely, 

'\l$.utk0~ 
l!tcott Walls. . . . · : 

... Chief ofl>olice 
: .. i ..•.•.. ' ..... 

Guutei'mlle· Al · . .. ' . :·. ~' . , . ·~ . . . ~ : . 
; ·.· . ._.:: 
' . . ..... 

• ~ ! j • • • 

':· .· ... :: 

': 
. .... -

. ···- ... : .••. 

: :· 
_·,: 
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. . ' . . .. : . . . '. . . ' ' . ' 

MOBILE POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

. . SAMUEL M. COCHRAN 
CHIEF OF POLICE. 

'··J. 

March· 2 7, 20()3 

2460 GoVERNMENT BL'VD . 
MoBil.;E. AL 36606-1618 .. 

(251) 208-1701 
(251)208:1705 F.Ax 

Honorable jeff Sessions 
United States Senate · 
493 Russell. Senate Office Building 
washingtc>n , DC 2 o 5 ;i o -

MPDfiie: C})l3/032703/P 
Re: BiilPryc>r. 

.. SUBJECT: 11TH CIRCTJIT COURT OF APPEALs APPOINTMENT 
. . - ~ 

Dear Sena, tor Sessions: 

::r a,m writing in shpport of your, ncimination o~ Attorney (;eneral 
Bill Pryor for.appointment to the llth c,ircuit court of Appeal~. : .I 
have knoiirn . Mr:. · Pryor for several. years. . I think Mr. · Pryor is an 
excellent choice for this position. I know .him. to be a very honest 
and ethical person whom all sho.uld b~. f>1'oud to serve on the f.eqeral 
bench~ · I believe he would . be most fair · and not· swayed by any · 
biases or prejudices which I've never krl()wn him to exhibit. . .. . . ., . . ,•·'• 

If there .is anything I could ·do in .further support of Mr. 
Pryor for this position, I will gladly do so. · : 

With•kindest regards, I am 
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Yours in service; 

/~#!~ 
·SAMUEL M. . COCHRAN 
Chief of Pol.ice 
MObiie Police Depa;i:-t:men't!-



City of· 
Montgomery, Alabama 

March 26, 2003. 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions 
U.S. Senate · 
493 Ru1ssell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

DE!ar Senator Sessions: · 

mBYUf~•"' 
JAMllA.NUCICl..IS ....... Pie Im 
WILUICCOI 
TIL\NCE ll DAWIDN 
CHAI~ W. JINalGHT · 

· TIACY LAUIN 
D. J. l1IEN> MCIWLL 
P. I. tl'liPJ PILGRl!EN , 
CHAllW W. SMITH 

_ I was thrilled to receive the information that Attorney General William ,.:eiD· Pryor 
was being. considered .for a seat on th.e 111" Circuit Court of Appeals. I have 

· known E~ill since he began his tenure as ·Attorney General and it has been a real 
. pleasure to work with a public servant with his degree of cbmmitmt:tnt .and 
professionalism. 

Attorney General Pryor is without question one .of the most honest •nd ethiear 
law emc:>rcement professionals· I have· ever had ·the pleasure of working with 
during my c~reer; His appointment will be a tremendous asset to the Judicial .. ·. 
System ,and will go a long way toward helping local law enforcement officers. 

Please accept this as a letter of support Bind, if my personal testimony is needed 1. 
will be more than willing to appear, any tim~ and anywher~. on Attorney General 
Biii Pryor's behalf. · 

/bmr 

COL. JOHN H. WIUON 
.·. Cli1id or Police 

John R Wilson 
Chief of Police . 
Mont9omery Police Department 

l •' 

P.O. Box IS9, Mon1ri~fficry! Alabama36I01..01S9 
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D. Allan Wade 

(b)(6) 

Mm:l!i 25, 2003 

.Honorable Jeff SesSio:lls. r 
Sc::nator . · 
United States Senate 
493 Russell Senate Office BuildIDg 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

De:ar Senator S essfons: 

It is my linderstanding that the name of Al ab am~ Attorney Gee.era! Bill Pryor has bem 
offered as a candidate for appointment to the 111h·Circuit Court of Appeals . .As Chief of 
Police for the City of Pelhari:i., Alabama, I would like to. add my name to the list of police 
chiefs. from around our great state who heartily'support this nomination. r have been 
privileged to work With Gen.era! Pryor .and his staff on a numb«=r of occasions and have 
always found him i9 be ptofessiomtl, fair arid· above all ethical. He is a dedicated, caring 
pUblic sc:rvmt and, in my humble opinion, wollld be .i;i ab.solute asset tO the 11 lb Circuit 
c~~~~ . 

Allan Wade 
Chief of Poli2e 

iir consideration in this matter. 

'· 

City of p,~ Alabama 
' .. ·• : . 

. ' 
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Ch8rles E~·lElarden 
Mayol- ... 

Sammie Brown. Jr. 
chieef of Police · 

. March 26, 2003 

The Honorable Jeff Sessioos 
United States Senate 

POUCE DEPARTMENT 

.•' .. 

493 Ru5self Senate Office Building 
Washiington; D.C. 205,10 

Dear Senator Sessions, · 

Captam Yvonne JIL.Baldwin 
Aqmiriistra:f:Ive 'Services. 
' . 
'Captain Fnuik ·~ 

Cririlinal. Irivestigatiom 
. \Coriµnunitj Policing Division 

·· 1 understand that President Bus'h is considering Alabama Attorney General Bill ... 
Pr)'orf6t nomination to the Eleventh Circuit.Court of'Ai)peals~. I Write in support · · 

··of that nomination~ . · · · · · · · · · · . 

l have ·known Mr.· Pryor fora number of yea~. b~th· in his.capacitY as Attorney 
General and as ·a citizen of Alabama.· I have .. worked with him in his efforts to 
flelp law enforcement; and have seen first hand, his commiti'neilt to e~sure that 
the people. of Alabama are safe, and are well repre5~nted in the Courts. Wheri 
offi~l'S ofthe Prichard police Department were· ambushed and a young child 
killed by drug deaiers, Mr. Pryor contacted my office to lend a9sistance from .his· 
offiee as ·Attorney General. ft is> my ex'perience that Mr. Pryor is fair and , 

. judicious In carrying out the du~s of his office. .. . · 

. , am excited that a person of such int~grity. is. being considered f()r suCh an 
importantposition, and r support Mr. Pryor nominati.on withoufr~servation: 

SB!mk. 

.. 
·o· .. . . . .. ., . 

• l\lst a= b 16427 ; <nchard,Aiah.ma 36610 •TdePhnne 2.51~2-19oo ~ 1'H 2s1-452-37o1 .. 
To Protect and Serve with. Digb:ity and ReSpect ·· · . . . 

. ~. . . . . . - . ' ,: .. .. ·. •. .• 
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D.C. draws caricature .. of Pryor . 

07/27/03 

We in Alabama thoughtwe knew Bi IL Pryor pretty well. He has served as our attorney general . 
since hewas appointed to the job, at age 34, in 1997.He has since run, and won, two statewide 
campaigns 11or the post. · · · 

. . . ' .. ,··· . . . 
. . 

·1n the 2002 general election, he r~ce,ived the v6tes of more Alabamians than anyone, on the, 
ticket except Sen. Jeff Sessions. tie outpolled both thewinner in the governor's race, . . ·. . ·· ..... 
Republican Bob Riiey, and the winner in ~he lieutenant govem()r'S race, DefriocratLucy Baxley .. ·· 

. . . 

. '"Pryorhas bee.n a high-profile attorney general, but not a particularly polarizing one, He has · 
pr?secuted corrupt publicofficiais of. both parties, sometimes to the dismay of his Republican 
friends. He has pushed for asentencing reform commission to make the·sentencing ofcrimina~s · 
more consistent and more meaningful. He has supported Children First, an initiative to improve 
the juvenile Jilistic,e system. · 

He has taken a conservative position in arguing for states' rights iin several cases before the 
U.S. Supreme Court, and he has· successfully defended student-led prayers in public schools. . . . 

· His arguments reflected the views of a· large number of his fellow Alabamians, And serving with· .... 
. such outspoken officeholders as former Gov. Fob James and Chief Justice Roy Moore, he .has 

gained a reputation for beip.g restrained anq reasonable:. · · 

As he told .a senator who sought tq label him, "In Alabama •. I some~imes.think l'rn called a. 
rnoderate.· 

We thought we knew him, butitisvery difficulttorecognize the Bill Pryorwe k11ow in the image 
thatis projected through the partisan prisms of Washington politics. 

Right-wing extremist Shady fund-raiser. Cathqlic victim of religious persecution. 

Those are the images surrounding the Senate debate of Pryor's nomination to the)lthU.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. He was approved by the Senate Jydiciary Committee W~nesday in a 
bitter, party-line vote. · · · · ·. · · · 

. : . ' . ~ '.. 

· Democrats in the Senate appear re;ady to fili.buster onthe floor to stop Pryor froni being 
confirmed by the full Senate. Meanwhile, Pryor supporter Sessions is struggling to paint this 
essentially political fight as some kind of ·sectional and religious misunderstanding. 



I 
, . I . , . . 

·As both parties practice for the Super Bowl of.confirmation battles, a future opening on the . 
~upreme Court, Alabama's attorney gene·ral .is being u.sed as a political football .. Senate 
Democrats are looking for any opportunity to kick President Bush's judicial nominees, while 
Republicans are looking for ways to discreditthat opposition. · 

Yes, Pryor is a conservative, and he has been an active participant in conservative legal and 
intellectual forums. He was nominated by a conservative president; and many Americans share 
his views.. ' 

, Yes, Pryor is personally opposed to abortion. He was nominated by a president who opposes . 
abortion, and many Americans share his views. · · ···. ·· · · · ". · · 

. . 

However, Pryor's record in Alabama and h.is .pror:nises to the Senate Judiciary Committee 
·.indicate he can put aside his personal views to stay true to the law; ·· 

.It is a shame that the·$enate is debating a caficature drawn by Washington'~' partisan interest 
grolJps, and notthe Bill Pryor that Alabama.knows. · · 

... Tom Scarritt is editor of The News. His e-mail address is tscarritt@bhamnews.com. 

Copyright 2003 al.com. All Rights.Reserved, 
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·'Pryor under fire 

Nomination in trouble, an.d·SO is the truth. 

-07/27/03 

The vote in the Senate Judiciary Committee lastweek onAttorney General..Bill Pryor's 
· nomination to the federal court wasn't surprising: The nomination was forwarded.to thefull-

Seriate on a 10-9 vote along party lines. · · 

. What is surprising, and disappointing, is the level to which the debate h~s falleh. . ', . ' -·· '. - . - ,- . 

President Bush nominated Pryor to take a spot on the 1 tthlj.S. Circuit COurt 9f Appeals. As an 
. unabash~ conservative; opposition to Pryor was expected from a wide variety ofJiberal groups. 

The picture· of Pryor drawn by Democrats in the Judiciary pommittee, though, is practieaUy···. 
unrecognizable to those who know him and have foll.owed his. career .. Everything Pryor's 
motivations,. integrity,. even religious faith has been subject to comment and que~ion~. · 

Pryor fell into an even biggermess last week ccmceming.questiClns over: his role as a fund~raiser 
· for the Republican Attorneys General Association .. Certainly,_ he could have helped himseH had 

h'e been more open from the beginning about fund raising for the AG's group. This newspaper 
urged him to release information about the group~sJina'.ncial backers last year, but Pryor .. 

··refused . .Still, there's no evidence he ever did anything illegal. · ·· · 

In. a characteristic overreaction,. Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., called. Pryor's norttina~i9n •a 
ticking ethical. time bomb ready to go off at any mqrnent." · · · · · · · · 



~· .' .· 

·,·'. '. 

··/ . 

' \,.:·' ' 

·Bush chose Pryor for the federal bench, and Pryor deserves to be confirmed. But as we've seen 
·•throughout the hearings over his nomlnatiori;.perception.is far more importantthan,.r~lity~... •,· 

. . . ' . . . ' . : . . 

.· PrycS~s enemies appear wmirig to do :anythi~g t~ derail his .nomination, even ff itm~ans Ignoring c 
. th'e truth to smear'agoOd man's reputation.' " . . . 

. ' . .• 

·,···-
.. , . ···-,: .. 

. · .. ··. ··, ' . . ·. . . :· · ... ; '.. . . _._ ." : .. : . -~ . . . .. 
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Pryor Restraint 

Hard to recognize Attorney General amid attacks 

6/11/03. 
. . . . . . 

Bill Pryor has been a good attorney general for Alabama. 

He has han1dled most of the state's legal business well. He has led initiatives that will.make 
Alabatrna a better place to Jive, such as his own Mentor Alabama thatfinds voh.1nteers to work · 
with children. He has supported worthy programs.such.as-Children First toupgradethestate~s 
juvenile justice system. He has pushed the Legislature to establish a commission to study the 
state's·outof-whack sentencing laws. He has been a voice for open government.JJ's easy to 
forget Pryor's solid record amid the torrent ofliberal interest-group attacks -on him leading up to 

. today's hei:uing ofthe U.S. SenateJudicia,.Y Committee. ThecommitteewiHc6nsiderwhetherto 
recommepd Pryor, nominated by President Bush to~ the 11th U.S. Circuit Courtof Appeals, to 
the full senate for confirmation. ; ' . . 

According to his attackers, Pryor is unfit to be afederal judge.Asample: 
. . 

. ' ·. . 

·wmiamPryor's words and abysmal record in proteding civil, constitutional and human rights 
demonstrate that he is an avowed extremist and legal activist,• said Nancy Zirkin, deputy 
directorofthe Leadership Conference on Civil Rights. "His ideological agenda of limiting . 
Congress' ability to pass laws aimed at protecting against discrimination and inequalities sh6uld 
certainly disqualify him from a_ lifetime appointment to the federal judiciary.• 

. . . 
Arnid the caricature, it's harc,f to recognize the thoughtful, earnest attorney gene(al of Alabama 
fo.r the past six years. Yes, Pryor is conservative, but so is the.president.who nominated_ him.· 
Thatsaid, Pryor is not blindly conservative, one who would rule the way Republicans want .•. 
instead of based on what the law says. In fact,he has been_ criticized by some in his OWn party . 

· for not being Republican enough, even as he is now earning strong support for a seat on the 
fec:Jeral berich.from black Democrats suchas·u.s. Rep.Artur Davis and state Rep.Alvin · 
Holmes. · · 

Today's committee hearing could be long a.nd bruising. With ·10 Republicans and nine 
Democrats, the biggest threattp Pryor isn't ttie .committee vote .but ori the floor.on the Senate'. If 

· Demcicrats fHibuster Pryor as they have two other B.ush nominees, it prevents a vote. 

Alabama'_s attorney general is a fitnomine~ forJhe appeals court .. The Semite Judiciary 
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, COmmittee· should send his rlomihation' to th~ full: Sentite;~ and the fl.Ill Senate should 'eonfirm --' hirtl .. _- .. - . - - - - - -.- - - - . . - ·-. 
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U.S. Newswire, June 11, 2003 

100 of 406 DOCUMENTS 

Copyright 2003 U.S. Newswire, Inc. 
· U.S .. Newswii'e 

June I I, _2003 Wednesda}'. 

SECTION: National Desk 

LENGTa: 433 words 

HEADL~E: National Police Group Backs Alabama Attorney General Pryor for Utb CircufitJudiciai Appointment 

. DATELINE: WASHINGTON; June 11 

BODY~ 

Alabama Attorney General Bill Pryor toflay received the enthusiastic _endorsem!mt of~w Enforcement All~ce 
of America (LEAA), as the Senate Judiciary Committee holds hearings on his nomination by President Bush tCI ~e · · 
11th Circuit Oe>urt. · · · 

Attorney General Pryor --.who was the youngest Attorney General in America ... is a well~respected lawyei, ._ .. ·· ...•. ·. 
having graduated inagna cumlaude in 1_987 from Tulane University School of Law, where be was.editor in cbiefOftbe 
Tulane.Law Review. Respected by politicians from boththeleft and righ(he is a well-regarded lawyer to whoni the 
American Bar Association gave its highest rating. · 

Bill Pryor has a well-established record in support of common sense criminal justice principles from the de&tb 
penalty to truth in sentencing. General Pryor has also been a leader in opposing the proliferation of judicial activism 
through government orchestrated litigation. 

"Pryor is eminently well qualified for this norrun_ation and I hope PQlitics don't interfere. He should be Speecllily 
approved by the Senate," said Te9 Deeds, LEAA's chief operating officer. · · 

Pryor was a law clerk for the. late Judge John Minor Wisdom of the U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit; he is ail 
experienced lawyer who was in the private practice oflaw in two of Al_abama's fnnest law finns. Also, Pryor taught as 
an adjunct.professor at the Cumberland School of Law of Samford University. And, finally, he is. experien~ before 
various co1Jfts, having ai:gued cases before the· Supreme Court of the United. States; the Supreme Court of Alabama, and 
the U.S .. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit. 

,. 
LEAA Executive Director James J. Fotis said, "I've known Bill Pryor for years and I know him to be well 

qualified arid a defender Qf the Constitution. Pryor will be an. honorable; ethical and impartial jurist who will .not only 
serve the pebple of the 11th Circuit well, but he will not be a judicial activist making up new law from.the bench." 

· Fotis alSO noted Pryor's strong base of support in Alabama and his service with the White House Offiee of Homeland 
Security as an advisory committee member. Fotis concluded, "The Members and supporters of the Law Enforcement 
Alliance of America and all Americans concerned al;>out justice will be well served by Pryor's speedy confirmation to . · .. · 
~~· ' . . 

·With more than 75,000 members and supporters, the Law Enforcement Alliance of America is the nation's largest 
coalition oflaw enforcement professionals, .crime victims, and concerned citizens dedicated. to making America safer. 
Visit httpi//\vww.LEAA.org. . . . . 
htip:/lwww~usnewswire.com 

CONTACT: Eunice Deeds of the Law Enforcement Alliance of America, 703_-847-2677 .· 

"'' ... _ 
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. Al.abamans give Pryor rave ·reviews 

EQUALTIME opinion: Response to Atlanta Journal-Constitution Editorial about 
Pryor · · · · · 

.·. Alabama Attorney General Bill Pryor, President Bush's nomirieefor a judgeship on the 11th . .. 
U.S. \Circuit Court of Appeals, is one· of the. mosruniversally respected public ~igures in his home 
smte .. National interest groups of the left, ever in'search of judicial nominees to.victimize,have 
painted Pryor as an extremist bent on politicizi11g the coyrts -~-butt.hat portrait of Pryorwould be 

· unrecogni~ble .here in Alabama. · · · · · 

Pryor has been attacked for supporting Alabama Chief justice Roy Moore·s:actiorl ioplacing·a .. 
i:en Commandments monument in th~ state $Lipreme Court building. But Pryor actually has 
argued or1much narrower (and firmer) legal·grounds than the sweeping, theoc!lltic claims 
,Moore has advanced. Pryor cut a TV commercial backing Moore's Republican primary opponent 
in theJast election. · ·· · · · · · · 

' ·. -. ' -•' .. 

Pryor is under fire forfiling a brief againstonetiny part of thefederal Violence Against Women 
.,ll.ctThaton~ provision would explicitly cite the Constitution's "Commerce Clause• to alloYI a 

· rape victim to sue her attacker in federal cou'rt. Pryorargued, quite reason1i!bly, that rape isn't 
commerce. ' '· 

. lnthecase, U,S.v. Morrisonin2oob, the U.S;SupremeCourtagreedwith Pryor~ Howdo$sone 
become disqualifiedJor a judgeship for taking ·a legal position the Supreme C()urt ruled correct?.· 

In Alabama, Pfyor has t;>eenone .of thenati6n's ablest and most a.ctive prosecutors of rapists 
and violent sex offenders. Healso isthe creator of anovel·program to encourage victims of\ · 
domestic violence to seek help, and has been honored by the Pen~lope HoUt;e.(a battered 

· women's shelter). in its Hall otF'ame. · · · · 

On abortion, meanwhile, Pryor--- unlike. his critics ~-~ has shown he under&tanqs how to 
. separate personal views from iegal·duties. · ··· · · 

Pryor is indeed a strict Catt)olic who. believes tif e begins at conception.· Last anybody checked, 
thafs his. right But. when Alabarna ·~ Legislature . passed. a· law that forbade "partial"'.birth• · .• 
abortions even befor:e the babywas "viable" outs.ide the womb, Pryor ignored hi~ pe~onal 
preference and told state law officials not to enf,orce that provision because it contradicted·• 

. Supreme Court Precedent. · · 

Finally, some of .Pryor's opponents.have aqcusedhim;Jneffect, of thesinof being Southern; 
One c~itipisr:nJnferred that Pryor opposes the federal Voting Rights Act. Th~ trutbiis that Pryor 
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oppos·es only one provision, which requires certain Southemstates to solicit~pre-cl~arance• 
from slow .. moving bureaucrats at the U.S. Justice Department forvirtuaHy al'ly change in . · 
election procedures; even ones .as innocuous as moving a polling place from brte str~et c:omer 
tothene~. · · · 

· Rightl'low, Georgia Attorney General Thurbert Baker is arguing in favor of Pryor'sbasicJ)osition 
in a Ca.sebetore the U.S. Supreme Court. ·· · · · · · · · 

Those of us inAlabama knoy/our brilliant,41-year-old attorney general to be utterly fair, highly . 
. · principledand demonstrably nonpartisan. Sill Pryor will make a superb federal judge. 

01Jin Hillyer is an editorial. \\'riter for the Mobile Register. 

(· 
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<!he liuntsvillc (tilnes 

Opinion 

Another job for Pryor? 

If the attorney general becomes a federal judge, his party gains, 
butthe state loses 

01/07/03, 

},f;ti)( ·. . Alabama Sen. Jeff Sessions 
·y: thinks Alabama Attorney 
:;;;,i~· General Bill Pryor should be 
' ·. ·· appointed to the 11th U.S. 
'.':'.!'ii( Circuit Court of Appeals. Is 
~ff., that good for Pryor? Sure. Is it 
;;< . good for Alabama? Probably 
.; <' not. 

:~-,!-: 

Pryor is popular among . 
Republicans. His conservative 
credehtials are intact; he is not 
reluctant to back certain 
causes. even though some of 
them carry 9 risk. His support 
for Chief Justice Roy Moore's· 
Ten .Commandments . 
monument is. one example. 

>'.';;:··:: ~· '; 

. f·'kl!~~ 
>'.;,'~·· ':'. 

But Pryor is rio r:nere ideologue. He has worked lo carry out the duties of 
his office even-handedly. He has earned the respect of stale 
newspapers for starting investigations into violations of Alabama's open-

-~.~;\ ~~.~; / ~ 
. rm~etings law. · 

~:,+:~(~;~~: ;,-. •. ;·.ts.• As the state's chief law~enforcemenl officer, Pryor understands the 
. . .. difference be.tween major crimes and minor ones. In one meeting w.ith 

;{ ;~Th~ Time~· edit~rial board, Pryor stat~d bluntly that the slate. is r~leasing 
:}' ( · :ap1sts so 1t can incarcerate drug addicts. He advocates sentencing 

• reform. . . . . . 
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. In addition, Pryor has launched a statevyide.mentoring program. He 
. ::;· believes society must prevent the creation Of criminals as well as deal 
/·'.'· " . With those who commit crimes. · . · •••••• • •••••••• • ~3\.}~\~ In ~hort, in.Pryor t~e Republican Party in Alabama has a strong 

~.;';.• . gubernalonal candidate for the. future. And the state has a strong and 
.~;:~. · popular attorney general. Even people who disagree with him on some 

issuesfind him.both likeable and principled. 

That's what Alabama Republicans - and Alabama - wquld lose if Pryor is 
appointed to the federal bench. Such appointments are for life, and . 
sitting federal judges rarely resign to run for political office. 

And there's this: As a federal judge, Pryor, after a few years on the. 
· bench, could give an Alabamian a shot at the. U.S. Supreme Court. lfso, 
Pryor could be the first Alabamian on the court since Hugo Black. There 
are no guarantees, of course, but the possibility.would exist. 

· 'For Alabama, where good news about ele.cted officials can be scarce, 
the veryfact that Pryor is being considered for the federal bench is 
someihing to be proud of. . . 

User Agreemeril ·I Privacy Pol;r.y.I HelplConlacl Us I Ad\•erhse i,'!rlh Us 
© 2003 al.com All Righls Reserved. · · 
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JUDG:E}IENR.Y W. SAAD · ' 
NoMINEE.To nmu.s. coURT op APPEALS FoiTiffi sixrn C!Rtu1T 

" " " 

Biogir~pJtical Information 
-::.-- . ., - ' ' . ' ' ' : 

• .. 1 • Judge Saad has sat on the Michigan CourtofAppealssince 1994, having b~bnre~lected 
twice with broad bi-'partisan support · · 
· The A.BA has rated Judge Saad "Qualifi~d." . . . 
Judge Saad would be. the first Arab. American appointee to the Court of Appeals fqrthe 

·Sixth Circuit. · · · · 

Judge Saad· was a board member of the· Greater Detroit• Inter-Pai th .. Rouiidtableofthe 
Nationai Conference of Christians.and Jews and ameinber'of the,Execut!ye.CorpmiW~~e 
of the American Arabic and Jewish Friends, 
Judge Saad receivedthe "SalutetoJustice)ohn O'BrienAward" for6utstanding 
volunteer.serviceto the People of OaklandCountyin 1997. He receivedtheArab
American and Chaldean Council civic;.· and humanitarian award foroutstandiJ).g dedication 

. to serving the communitywith compassion and understa,nding·in 1995. . · . 
JildgeSaad i;;ervedfor fifteen years as a Hearing Referee-for the MichiganDepattm¢l1tof 
Civil Rights. · · · ·· . 

. ; " . " \ " " " " " "" " ·.". ·. " " . " :. " " : 

• Noreal objections have been raised as to the quaHfications of J ucige Saad who is a · 
. distinguished and experienced jurist. 

• Oppone11ts unreasonably seek to b16ck the. nominations of thesejudges b~cause prior 
·<:ongresses failed to confirm two· of }>resident Clinton's nominees. ·That.grievance does 
not entitle-them to blockPresidentBtish's-Michigan nominees. .. . . 

• In the past, both parties have left nominations pending atthe end of presidents' terms: 
. The effort to block President Bush's Michigan nominations from the outset ()f his te11J1.is . 
extraordinary and threatens a complete breakdown ofthe confirmation process. .. .. .. ·- / -· . 
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J:udge Henry Saad is an;outstan'dillgjuriS,t lYith·nearly adecade ofexp~ri~nc~ q~nJllie'.' 
~iatecourfofappeals~ · .. · . ", · .. :.<." : .. : . . .: . . ' .,.,.; ,:, »;,\ · ·.\'. < ·.· . 

. ;, .• .... ·'-· . .. '· \'··. ... . '· ,, · . .,. ·' -

· • . :'. · l < ·· • J\idge·· Saad has sat ~n thy ~ichigan'· Co~ ·or ·App~'ars ·~itl~e. t~Q4;; h~vkg·be.eri •.. ·-.. 
. · re¢1ec:te<l twice with broad .bi-partisan: sµpport.. :The Ain~can B3:r A.ssociatioxi 

.. , 
.. ,, 

' ·- .•. 

';·· . ../ 

. •i .. 

. :ratedJµdge Saad "Qualified.';, 1 · ·' · · · ,,,_ ·· · · " · 

• I • ,·· •· • "j, • • ' ... f ;. ·', :• :.»~" ', : •:' 

Judge Saad has sjgni~cant ,appellate' experienc.e in .both civjland crilllinal:.rnatters; 
and 11as ,;;i;u~ored <?Ver 75 published majority opinions .. •·. > ;· 

" ... > .-: .· !.'. . . . ·)··~ 

Pre~ident George H.W. Bush fir~t'nominatecfJudge Saad to ;the feder~t"-bench in ' .· ,: ;.·. 

1992, but the Democratic Senate failed to act on: his nomination ( aiiff one other in ·. . . 1 . .. . .· 

·Michigan) pripr to the end of Presitlent'Bush's term. Judge·Saad neveriheless: ·. · . 
Ufged the C:onfirmatie>n of norn.fo.ees qf President. Clinton to the Michigan federal 

. .c0'\ll1s ... ·: ·· · ·· ·. «. ":, ·. ; · · · -~ .. .· ... 

·:' '' .. · 1 •: 

.•. Judge Saad ~as born iil Detroit~nd is a 1if"e~l0ng- resident olMfchigan. :lie vvould .J}e' . 
..,', 

. the first Arab American appointee tO the ~ourt 9fA.ppeals for tlie .Slxtli Citc'uit; :· . . .... , . •:,·,"I. 

• •• • • • " , • • • • c ' • • C > , • \ • > : : ' :~ ·~.:;~ "• ' •' :-' '" • :; ' ' • e • • • • '· :.• ·, • • ' • ' • •, \ "• ," • 

. . l ' . ' ~,, . ' ~ ~·' .. ' : ! < • <! 
. '.' ~ .·. 

. ·.(· 'TBush's rtohliriation.ofSaadin the wakeofthe September 'tl aµacksfc6nveys an· . 
important message to.·an_ the citizens ·a.nd residents_· ofthls. c~untry iy.~tweefuhrace .. · ., < , . 

· and welcome .diversity aricfiliafwe are extending the>American 4feanuo··ai,yone .. · · · · 
. who is prepared tc>. work.hard;"'. {J.S; District Judge George StGeh~.:JIT,· an Afab~ 
· American' Clinton. appointee in Michigan; "Thr~6· Nominated by.Bush to Appeals' c.ouh,:• . · 
· Detroit Free Press, Nove~r 9;~2001. · · · · ·. .. · · ' · .· .: ·· '· · 

~:.' 

···,: . 

.' Judge Saad teac~es law and had·.:~~: distingiiished career as a .p·ra~tiCing·:. ~ttomey, 
, before serving on the st.ate bench •. ,. , ,•• ; , , ,, ,,' ,' ' , , , ,, '. . ·.·.. ' ' . . ,, ·r":·:.:. 

: ; ... · ,; .. 

/ 

•'/ 
V·. 

"· 
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, »· 

'• ., .: 

Judge .st'lad s~es as· an. ~djundt 1law··.prqfc5ssor· .at ·hoth':Way11e.·.~tate Qnive~sity' .·· 
Law Schooland the·Unive:i;sity~f Detroit Mercy School o(Law. . . ·< . . . . . . ,. 

...... ' ·, ;'"'· . ::-, .. ·.:·. ·_, ,~:.-'·.'·-.~.-~:· ....... · .... · .. ::~· ... ~·.··.'· 
. ''!' ·.t " .... >·>-"· .·. 

' . . . ' . . ': .. , < . . ... ·. '. : .· .. , : . ' -' - .' t·. "" .· ' <:-... . -: . :. . :<,,\.:_"" : '·· ' ' .. : ~--
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, Prior to becoming a judge, Saad practicedfaw,for twerity years· at th,e prestigi_ous· .· . 
Detroit .firtn of Dickinson, Wright, which he. left, as a 'partri.er itt. 1994; In priv.ate ' , ' , 

practice, be built a national pr~ctice liJ:ltl f9'Utation .iµ "t}ie area~ 9f':emplp)ment . . 
" ' 
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. · - ~. 
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. . ~ -~· . 

"',~. . 
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law; school law, libellaw and First Am¢nd:m,ertt law. · ,_. · · · . , · : "" · 
' ,' ; ·~ ·. . ' . ," .· . ... ' ' _, .... · ·:· . . ' ... . . . 

;.-· .. " 

:fodge Sa&! received his J.D., magna cum lai1de; in· l974 .·and•his bachek~f·~ , 
degreeJn 1971, ~oth· from Wayn~ ~~te University. b.12000, herecei~e,q~ SJ>~C:ic\1 ... · 

.' :; .. ·· ·· Order of the Coif,award, which ·is bestowe~ l:>y a. vote pf the .fa¢u1t:Y ::\ip9n ,, 
: ·' 

,distinguished graduates who earried their degrees before the law sch6rii 6eg~: ~ ' . : 
in~uctmg studetJ.ts intp th~. Order',o,fthe·-~gi.,r,,, · ~, · ·.· , : · . . . . , · · .. 

··.:.· 
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. ) · ,, .· .·Judge S~ad's nomination has broad.bipartisan •. support;· includlng endorsertients. 
··· ·· from such dispara~e -·groups ·as·• the United. Auto Wcpr.kerf: ·and · thi Michigan· 

Chamber of Commerce. . . ..· : . .. ,. · .. : .. ·. ·. ,:' ,: '" . ··· 
. . - ';oi. ,· ,,;-,·. ,. '"" . '•,· 

.. ':.! • ~--·~ . : • ' ~. '.~: -. ., • • :.::···. ' 

· ··.·. ·· i In his state judicial campaigns, Judge Saad has ·received ~~dorsem~~ti; ·from the :. · 
,·' ..... , 

•• UAW, the Mfohigan Edti~atioI1A,ssodation~ and.the AfL~CIO. " ·" ·· · 
. '... ··: -· . _· ., .... · ··.· .. ', ·.:. . . . . . . . •, 

·· .. ·, 

.. _·, 

.. ". ..,. :~.- . ..) -·i:: '.-:. < ;: ;~ 

Judge SJiad is dedicated • t'o, •improving ·the. lal\'o ~nd b.elpiiJ.g. his . state · and• Jocal' 
community through volunteer wcH'k. · . . · ·· · · . ~·-·'. 

... ./ . 

'. :· 
. ~ ; 

·.Judge Saad ha8 been Chairma11.0f the Bocrrd Pf:the Oaklmd Couithunity COlfeg~· .· .· ',,: . 
Foundation and President of the ·wa:Yne State University Law School .Altµnni · ~·· ·· /:; 
Association 'and is currently a member of the Board of Visitors of the Ave .Maria · 
LawSchool. · ·: · · -·· · 

, .. ,:· .··:. 
, I 

. . . . ..... · . . ... ~- ' . . . . ' ' . . . . . . . 

JudgeSaadvvas.aBoard'MemberoftheGreaterPett:oitin~er,,FaithRoundtableof·< 

. . . . ,· . 

','.\ .. 

·.'the N:ational Confere11ceo~Cbristi~ ~miJeWSand amemberofthe.·Executive' .,:, .·_:, 
Colllillittee;ofthe American Arabic· andJ ewish Friends,.' He als9 serveCJ. .. ortJp~ . · .. : 
!J9ard of the American. Heart Association and ·as a trustee of the WTVS Chanpel 

-. . '. ~· . 

56 Educational Television F<J,undati<,m .. ··. 
:· ·~-- . 

: .. ·~:. 

:·./ · · .. Judge Saad received tfie ·''S~1ut~{,1o'J\lsti2e· tcihn 0 1Brien A ~ard;' for ~utstatidiilg 
volunteer servi,ce to the People of Oakland County in 1997.. ~:He received the .. · .. : 

..•... Aiab7Ai:nericanaridch.ald~~-Cotffi.cil~1vic andhl1m~t¥iaP. awardfor. ·.· '··.· 
•. · O\ltstanding dedication to ~erving·the co:fumunitywith coµipassion and· 

.· i : understandiiig in i995. ' . •:·. . . .. . ' . ' .•· . ' . · .. ·. ' . 
.... · -·.·: 

· Judge Saad ~as .a long history of~ii~p9rt for·th~ pr~tection of civiirlghtS .•. · ·· · · 
. '• .. : . ·. . .. •, ;.-... _. ·: ·,,.-: .. . . " . -::_ ;', . ' 

\/·' · · · · Juqge s~ served fpr . fift~clt ,year~·::·~ a · He.~ing Ref~e~'· fot the. Michigan : 
· · · · Department ofCiyil Rights .. · ... , .. ·.· ··~ · ..•. ·. . ... ., .. .· . ~··. 

·., • .'' l.' , '.r.· .. ..- ,. · .• ·. 

;/ ' .' .··. While in private praqtice; '· JiJdge; $aad. wrote . an articl~ deferiding ,flie,:, riglits ()f • 

employees afflicted With AIDS . t() b.e free·. frorn discrinuna~ion, in~ the workplace: . 

~ ... ·. 

.·';_·· 

! 
. :! .. 

·. ··. ·. ' ·Mr'. Saad .. wr,ote that ail·employer'serrcmeousview.·that~1.eillpfoyee·had.tested': .... ,, .. ·. 
" positive for.AIDS could ncit]ustify thate!nployee's firing; A contraryre:i;:ult; he 

. -; ,, : 

'. ·t· ., 

. t'• 
. ;.' .......... _' ; 

r 

, . .. · ' , ar,gued, would "eliminate' ai1Y. pro.tectioit for.:J\IDS viqtiins ~d pro~ably~ W,'q.Ul~ 
,, · mean wholesale discrimiriation. agains~·homosexuals by way <,)f testing for AIPS/'· .' 

Henry Saad, . "AIDS...,-Leg~i Irol>lications forJhe -Employer;" . 6§ Mibh.::Bar J; lM, eFeb: 1987); 
: See also Henry Saad, ."AIDS and the uiw,~?:Managenient Solutions (Sepf · 1986), . . · .. 

'·"', •• ;,, ..... • '· < •• ·' • • •• : • • ... :.,,· •• :. 

.. ·Judge Saad worked withfueJJniversitYof:i\ilichiganto era~ a narrowly t~ilore4 . 
.. ·policy to prohibit hate $eech,in canipus Classrooms, atter the Univ¢r8ity?s first., 
· policy w.as void~d for vague~ess and overbrea~th. boey . .(Jniv;•oi },fi(:higan, 7~f, .. ·.: 

,:,,· 

.·· .·· F.Supp. 852 {E.D. Mich. '1989); ''The Case.for Prohibitions of.Jla:'cial Epithets ii1 the Um&;~sity • ·· 
· .. Classroom," 31.Wayne L, .kev)3${(i990). > · · . > · · " • ·· · · · ·· ·· 

:. 'u 
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Statements by Sele~t Support~rs of Judge Saad 

.E. Sp~ncer Abraham, former Secretary of Energy and former U.S. S~nator from Michigan 

"I have kno\Yll Henry for twenty year,s on a personal and professionalleveL F!eisa person of 
unimpeachable integrity and will serv~ our country and ourjustice systemremarkablywell.'' 

John Engler, former Governor of Michigan·· 

, ''The President selected individuals [incl~ding Henry.Saad] who are experiencedJudges and 
. whose reputations f'orinteHect, lcriowledge of the law, diligence and temperament are wen .. . . 
. established. J\ldge Saad has established a distinguished reputation on Michigfill's appellate court 
which he Win take to the federal appealscourt." . . . ' 

. . 

Stephen Y okich, President of the United Auto Workers 

"I've known.Judge Saad for twenty-five years: he is a man of thehighest infegrityand ajudge .. 
who is fair, balanced and hard working. J strongly support Presi<;lent Bush's nomination ofJudge, 

· Saa~ to}hefederal app,ellate bench." , 

Congressman Joseph Knollenberg, U.S. Repres~ntative from Michigan. .· 

"lhave known J~dge Saad for o~er twenty-five years. He was an outstanding lawyer. and is ~· 
highly regarded appellate jurist known forhis scholarly opinions, balance and fairness. lam 
confident he will be a great addition to the federal appellate bench.'' · 

.JusticeStephenMarkman, Michigan Supreme·C~urt 

"In his seven. years on the Michigan Court of Appeals, Judg'e Saad has heeir one ofits most 
thoughtful. and fair-minded jµrists. His opinions and his judicial. integrity have earned him.the, 
respect of a remarkably broad range of his colleagues/' 

· Judge Ililda Gage, Michigan Courtof Appeals 

"I h~ve serv1ed with Judge Saad on theMfohigan Court of Appeals for six years. 'I admire his 
judicial independence and his scholarly analysis of the law. :I applaud t~e President's nomi.nation 
of Judge Saad to the Sixth CircuitCourt ofAppeals." · · , · · 

Ted B. Wahby, Macomb Coµnty Treasurer and Demo~rat 

"I have known JudgeSaad for many years andbelievehimt6·be afair.andprincipledjudge'anda 
good public servant for Michigan. He would be an outstaµqing federal appealsjudge and a · · 

· creditto his state.'~ 
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