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Called and gave an update....

Leonard B. Rodriguez

02/19/2003 04:47:53 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Brett M. Kavanaugh/WHO/EOP@EOP, Wendy J. Grubbs/WHO/EOP@EOP

cc:  Ashley Snee/MVHO/EOP@Exchange@EOP, Manuel _Miranda@frist. senate.gov @ inet

Subject: Fonseca Letter to Times Picayune

Take a look at the attached letter from rene Fonseca to the Times Picayune. It is short, to the point
and brings up an interesting point worth usuing against the obstructionist (see underlined).

A. What are your thoughts on having him forward to additional publications?

B. What are your thoughts on having him send this letter to the Senate Democrats? (This may be
something Hatch/Frist could use in his remarks when we reconvene.)

Lastly, Wendy, please reach out to Rene to offer your briefing on the latest environment on the Hill
and language we want him to get across while in New Orleans and against Landrieu.

Dear Editor,



As a former Presidential candidate in Honduras, and a U.S. Permanent Resident now living in the
United States, | am baffled by the intense obstruction to Miguel Estrada*s confirmation. Estrada is
the Honduran-American who President Bush so wisely nominated to the federal court.

| have read the statements made by senators and other interest groups, and have not seen one
compelling reason why the Senate should not confirm Mr. Estrada. What was particularly shocking
was to hear one politician accuse him of not being "Hispanic enough." How can one be more
Hispanic than Estrada? He was born and raised in Honduras, and came to the U.S. speaking
almost no English at 17 years old.

Those of us who have been fighting to achieve genuine rule of law in Honduras fail to understand
why Estrada is being so maliciously maligned * merely because he has not revealed enough of his
personal opinions. |n countries where there has been a real struggle to have an independent
judiciary, we have long admired the fact that U.S. judges are generally apolitical.

Hondurans would give anything to have a judge like Miguel Estrada who has an outstanding record
upholding The Constitution.

Sincerely,

René Fonseca

P6/b(6)

Rene Fonseca P6/b(6)

02/19/2003 04:35:51 PM



Record Type: Record

To: Leonard B. Rodriguez/WHO/EOP@EOP
GG

Subject:

BlankDear Leonard

Thank you for the fact sheet on Estrada. It will be very helpful to both Deborah and |.
We are very excited to be able to help on this Estrada issue in any way.

We'll leave tomorrow for N.O. and will stay until late Friday.

See the attached letter which was sent to N.Orleans newspaper: Times Picayune. Tell me if you
want me to send it to other papers.

Abrazos...

René Fonseca

P6/b(6) |
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Dear Leonard

Thank you for the fact sheet on Estrada. It will be very helpful to both Deborah and I.
We are very excited to be able to help on this Estrada issue in any way.

We'll leave tomorrow for N.O. and will stay until late Friday.

See the attached letter which was sent to N.Orleans newspaper: Times Picayune. Tell me if you
want me to send it to other papers.

Abrazos...

René Fonseca
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Dear Editor,

As a former Presidential candidate in Honduras, and a U.5. Permanent Resident now living in the United
States, | am baffled by the intense obstruction to Miguel Estrada’s confirmation. Estrada is the Honduran-
American who President Bush so wisely nominated to the federal court.

| have read the statements made by senators and other interest groups. and have not seen one
compelling reason why the Senate should not confirm Mr. Estrada. What was particularly shocking was
to hear one politician accuse him of not being "Hispanic enough.” How can one be more Hispanic than
Estrada? He was born and raised in Honduras, and came to the LU 5. speaking almost no English at 17
years old.

Those of us who have been fighting to achieve genuine rule of law in Honduras fail to understand why

Estrada is being so maliciously maligned — merely because he has not revealed enough of his personal
opinions. In countries where there has been a real struggle to have an independent judiciary, we have

long admired the factthat U .S judges are generally apolitical

Hondurans would give anything to have a judge like Miguel Estrada who has an outstanding record
upholding The Constitution.

Sincerely,
René Fonseca
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